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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those

who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 
coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.

Organ Prelude	 	 Johann Seb. Bach, 1685-1750
Savior of the nations, come

Opening Hymn 56, stanzas 3-4
3. O come, O come, thou Lord of might,

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law,

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

4. O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny

that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
	 Officiant  	 Our King and Savior now draws near.
	 People	 O come let us adore him.  Alleluia!
	 Officiant  	 We light a second candle on our Advent Wreath recalling the peace 		
			   we are given through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
				    (The second candle is lighted.)
	 Officiant	 Let us pray. Loving God, we thank you for the true and lasting peace
			   you bring to our hearts and lives through your Son, Jesus. Help us
			   prepare our hearts for his presence, his life, his way.  
	 People	 To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.
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The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be his kingdon, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Trisagion
	 Celebrant		 Holy God,
				    Holy and Mighty,
				    Holy Immortal One.
	 People		  Have mercy upon us.
The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeem-
er; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of  the Prophet Isaiah (11:1-10).
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes 
see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
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	 1 	Give the King your justice, O God, * and 	
		  your righteousness to the King’s Son;

	 2 	That he may rule your people righteous-	
		  ly * and the poor with justice;

	 3 	That the mountains may bring prosper-	
		  ity to the people, * and the little hills 		
		  bring righteousness.

	 4 	He shall defend the needy among the 		
		  people; * he shall rescue the poor and 		
		  crush the oppressor.

	 5 	He shall live as long as the sun and 		
		  moon endure, * from one generation to 	
		  another.

	 6 	He shall come down like rain upon the 	
		  mown field, * like showers that water 		
		  the earth.

	 7 	In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
		  there shall be abundance of peace till 		
		  the moon shall be no more.

	 18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 		
		  Israel, * who alone does wondrous 		
		  deeds!

	 19 And blessed be his glorious Name for 		
		  ever! * and may all the earth be filled 		
		  with his glory. Amen. Amen.

eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.	
		  Reader  The Word of the Lord.
		  People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (72:1-7, 18-19) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (15:4-13).

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name”; and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;
and again Isaiah says,
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1. Prepare the way, O Zion,
your Christ is drawing near!

Let every hill and valley
a level way appear.

Greet One who comes in glory,
foretold in sacred story.

Oh, blest is Christ that came
in God’s most holy Name.

2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion;
he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom,

and justice, truth, and love.

Lift high your praise resounding,
for grace and joy abounding.
Oh, blest is Christ that came

in God’s most holy Name.

3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion;
your Savior’s rule embrace.

His tidings of salvation
proclaim in every place.

All lands will bow before him,
their voices will adore him.
Oh, blest is Christ that came

in God’s most holy Name.

“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 65

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (3:1-12).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
  make his paths straight.’”

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
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does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”
	 Reader  The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
	 The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader  God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise
	 to hear us when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.
	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through
	 whom we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care
	 for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and
	 our community, loving others as he loves us.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in
	 Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or
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	 any other trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress,
	 and bless those who minister to them.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and
	 the rich heritage of these lands. Help us and people everywhere
	 to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give
	 wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the
	 nations.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for
	 all who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen
	 your people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in
	 your truth and love, that we who confess your name may also
	 reflect your glory.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and
	 we rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age,
	 praying that we may enter with them into the unending joy of your
	 heavenly kingdom.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
	 Hear the prayers of your people.
		  Celebrant	
	 Grant that what we have asked in faith
	 we may by your grace receive;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	 Leader  We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 		
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	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will be 		
	 your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, draw 		
	 us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as they discern 	
	 your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of your gospel, who 		
	 will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and work with us in the 		
	 building of your kingdom. Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory	 	 David Thorne, b. 1950

Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes, the Savior promised long: let every heart pre-
pare a throne, and every voice a song. He comes, the prisoners to release in Satan’s bond-
age held; the gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. He comes, the broken 
heart to bind, the wounded soul to cure; and with the treasures of his grace enrich the 
humble poor. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, thy welcome shall proclaim; and heav-
en’s eternal arches ring with thy beloved Name. Amen.

At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant  	The Lord be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 		
	 thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
	 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
	 and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again 
	 in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear 		
	 rejoice to behold his appearing.
	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
	 and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 		
	 glory of your Name:
    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
	 Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
	 when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
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	 mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 		
	 live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all.
	 Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
	 to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.	
	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
	 bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 		
	 and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 			 
	 remembrance of me.”
 	 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
	 he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
	 Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 	
	 you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
	  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
	       Celebrant and People
 	 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
 	      The Celebrant continues
 	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of 	
	 praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, 
	 we offer you these gifts.
 	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 	
	 Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that 	
	 we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 	
	 peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 	
	 kingdom.
 	 All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 
	 Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 
	 and for ever. Amen.
    	 Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together	 Our Father, who art in heaven…
		     	   …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Agnus Dei, Hymnal S161

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world: grant us peace.
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	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing 
only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would 
like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of 
the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 	
				    members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 	
				    spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 59

1. Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding:
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;

“Cast away the works of darkness,
O ye children of the day.”

2. Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth’s bondage let us rise;

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;

let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;

4. so when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us,

and with words of love draw near.

5. Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run.

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 Malcolm Archer, b. 1952

Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding
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We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Reception as a Deacon
On Saturday, December 13, at 4 pm, Mike 

Kuebler will be received as a Deacon in the 
Episcopal Church by Bishop Reddall. All are 
welcome to attend. A small reception will 
follow in the Parish Hall. Mike was originally 
ordained as a Deacon in the Roman Catho-
lic church. Circumstances brought him to St. 
Francis many years ago when he and his wife 
Christie were received as members of the 
Episcopal Church. After being received as a 
Deacon you’ll see Mike serving at our altar as 
a Deacon. We welcome him with open arms.

Blue Christmas Service
Sunday, December 14, at 3 pm

Again this year we will offer a Service called 
Blue Christmas. This is a Service for those 
who do not find this time of year  to be filled 
with joy and happiness, nor do they find it 
to be “the most wonderful time of the year.” 
For many this season is filled with sadness, 
hardship,  loneliness, and heaviness of heart, 
leaving us feeling blue.  

The Blue Christmas service creates space 
where we can acknowledge these difficult 
feelings yet still remember the gift of the 
birth of Christ.  

You are welcome to join us for this medita-
tive worship, consisting of music, scripture 

reading and candle lighting. Please note the 
date change.

Fr. Dan’s Advent Study
A Light Will Shine

On Tuesdays during Advent Fr. Dan is of-
fering a discussion/class on the Advent Sea-
son. The class will is held in the Parish Hall at 
10:30 am, and the sessions will run no more 
than an hour. 

Holiday Social Activities
The holidays are here and we’ve planed 

lots of activities.
The annual Christmas Card Party will 

be held on Wednesday, December 17, at 5 
pm in the Parish Hall. Everyone is asked to 
bring a Christmas Card with a monetary gift 
for the Covenant Fund. This fund is used by 
the Rector to assist parishioners in need. The 
card is hung on our Christmas tree for all to 
enjoy throughout the Holidays.

Registration for this event can be accom-
plished Sunday morning at the sign-up ta-
bles in the Parish Hall and in the Parish office 
during the week.

If you’d like to help out with any of our 
activities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@
gmail.com. Your Social Activities Team looks 
forward to seeing you all this holiday season.

Lenten Speaker Program
Fr. Dan would like to gather a committee 

of people who will help to plan the theme 
and speakers for our 2026 Lenten Suppers. 
Please send him your name or call the church 
office if you are interested in helping shape 
the program for 2026. You can email him at 
dan@stfrancisgvaz.org.
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This Week at St. Francis
Today, 10a	 Peace in Action, 
	 Vulliamy Room
Monday, 10a	 Handbells, Loft
Tuesday, 10:30a	 Living Well Through 		
	 Advent, Parish Hall
Tuesday, 5p	 Vestry, Conference Rm
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Wednesday, 10a	 DOK, Vulliamy Room
Wednesday, 3p	 Search Committee,
	 Conference Room
Thursday, 2p	 Parish Choir, Loft
Friday, 4p	 Praise Singers
Saturday, 4p	 Reception as a Dea-		
	 con, all are invited.	

Boutique is ready for Christmas
A most beautiful time of the year is com-

ing and your St. Francis Boutique is offer-
ing great buys for your holiday decorating 
and shopping.  (We also have gift cards for 
those you think might like to shop with us.) 
There are beautiful Crèche sets, all sizes, 
holiday candles and linens, lots of irresist-
ible, fun decorative items, beautiful fusion 
jewelry and ornaments, made by one of our 
parishioners, and much more. And we con-
tinue to have Anglican Rosary Beads and St. 
Francis statuary, which make lovely gifts for 
that someone special in your life.  Come see 
us after the 9 o’clock service and remember 
that all Boutique profits go to the Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund, which helps the needy 
in our Green Valley community. Please think 
about doing all of your holiday shopping 
with us!  Jylene Wright

Prison Ministry
A huge thank you to all who donated post-

age stamps and signed Christmas  cards for 
the women in Perryville Women’s Prison.  

We sent 300 cards! Your generosity is over-
whelming. Also thank you to all who have re-
turned the Angel Tree gifts on behalf of the 
incarcerated family member for their chil-
dren. We will have the wrapping party for 
the children’s gifts on Monday, December 15, 
from 11 am until 12:30 pm in the Parish Hall.  
We will also be filling the goodie bags for 
the kids. Your help with this project will be 
greatly appreciated. Finally, the Angel Tree 
Christmas Party will be Saturday, Decem-
ber 20, from Noon until 2pm. We hope to see 
many parishioners at the party interacting 
with the kids and their family. Please stop 
by the Prison Ministry table and sign up if 
you will attend the party.  Happy, merry and 
smiling partygoers, are needed, the more the 
merrier. Once again, we will have the giant 
piñata, which was a big hit last year (no pun 
intended, well maybe). Rena Robbins

January/February Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (January/February, 

2026) of the St. Francis Parish newsletter 
(The Franciscan Staff) will be due Wednes-
day, December 10, 2025; please send your 
copy—via email—to gerald@stfrancisgvaz.
org as soon as possible.

Confirmation/Reception Into the
Episcopal Church

Bishop Kirk Smith will be at St. Francis on 
Sunday, January 18, for an area-wide Confir-
mation/Reception. If any of you wish to be 
Confirmed or Received, please speak to Fr. 
Dan. A period of preparation/instruction 
will be arranged. Confirmation would be for 
a baptized person who has not received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  Reception is for 
a person who has received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in another denomination.



the counter in the Parish Hall after church. 
Cardboard can be recycled at the Sahuarita 
Food Bank at the Good Shepherd Church on 
La Cañada Road.
Donation Update: our donation to the 
Globe recovery from the devastating flood, 
because of your generosity, grew to $2,000 
from the $750 challenge given by Loving Our 
Neighbors. Thank You.

Nominating Committee
Jan DallaMura, Glenn Matto and Lou Terry 

have been named to the 2026 Vestry Nomi-
nating Committee. If you would like more in-
formation or are interested in serving on the 
Vestry, talk with a member of the committee 
or email vestryclerk@stfranisgvaz.org.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November, 

December 2025, and January 2026, are now 
available in the Parish Office, Narthex, and 
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

About Our Prayer Lists…
We are always glad to pray for those who 

need our prayers. But sometimes we lose 
track of people who have offered names for 
our Prayer List. We have recently removed 
some names that have been on the list for a 

«Additional Announcements»
The Greening of the Church

On December 21, immediately following 
the 9 am service, we will be observing ‘The 
Greening of the Church.’ You won’t want to 
miss this lovely traditional beautification of 
our sacred space.  

Choral Evensong
The first event in our observance of the 60th 

anniversary of St. Francis in the Valley Parish 
will be Choral Evensong on Sunday, January 
11, 2026. Members of True Concord Voices 
and Orchestra under the direction of Ger-
ald Near will sing the service at 5 pm. If you 
would like to contribute to the cost of the 
presentation, get in touch with the Director 
of Music at gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org. Your 
help will be greatly appreciated.

Loving Our Neighbors
Sr. Jose’s Women’s Shelter: The women 
at the shelter need winter garments: long 
sleeve shirts, jeans, warm socks. For new 
items, go to sisterjose.org/gift to view their 
wish list which includes a list of items one 
can donate as well as direct access to items 
on their Amazon wish list.
Food Banks: Our food banks are always 
in need of non-perishable food items. Each 
time you come to St. Francis in the Valley 
consider bringing a non-perishable food 
product—dried or canned, no glass contain-
ers, please. You can deposit your donations 
in the new boxes inside the front door of the 
church and in the Parish Hall. 
Recycle opportunities: Oral Recycling 
Program available at United Methodist 
Church of Green Valley (UMCGV) 300 W. Es-
peranza Blvd. Eye glasses and printer ink car-
tridges should be placed in the containers on 



long time. If it’s someone you feel should be 
on the list please contact the Parish Office 
and we’ll add the names once again. To help 
keep up to date on the list, we are using the 
following guideline: names will remain on 
the Prayer List for one month unless other-
wise requested. Please notify the Parish Of-
fice of names rather than just adding them 
to the list on Sunday, or talk to Fr. Dan on 
Sunday morning. We’ll do our best to meet 
everyone’s needs.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead, 
Jean Schwafel, Jim Ravenelle, Bob Hutson, 
Haley Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Sue, Bon-
nie Haifley, Eva Jenkins, Isaac Garcia, Tomi 
Adams, Stephen North, Connie Nord, Joe & 
Kathleen Chidester, Mary Norman, Sandy 
Tweedy, Greg Knowles, Paul Deysenroth, 
Elaine Deysenroth. Remember those who 
have died.

From the A/V Team
If you are having difficulty hearing the ser-

vice, you might want to consider trying one 
of the four (4) Listen Hearing Devices.  These 
devices are designed for people who do not 
have hearing aids with loop technology. If 
you are interested in trying this, please stop 
by the sound booth prior to the service (no 
later than 8:50 am) and check one out. You 
will be given a receiver and an ear piece and 
instructed on the operation. At the close of 
the service you will need to return these 
items to the sound booth.
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