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Organ Prelude	 Creator of the Stars of Night	 N.J. Lemmens, 1823-81
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 56 (stanzas 3 & 4)

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law,

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny

that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

‿

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
	 Officiant  	 Our King and Savior now draws near.
	 People	 O come let us adore him.  Alleluia!
	 Officiant  	 We light a second candle on our Advent Wreath recalling the peace
			   we are given through Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace. 
				    (The second candle is lighted.)
	 Officiant	 Let us pray. Loving God, we thank you for the true and lasting peace
			   you bring to our hearts and lives through your Son, Jesus. Help us
			   prepare our hearts for his presence, his life, his way.  
	 People	 To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.
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The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed are you, holy and living One.
	 People 		  You come to your people and set them free.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Trisagion
	 Celebrant		 Holy God.
				    Holy and Mighty,
				    Holy Immortal One.
	 People		  Have mercy upon us.
The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeem-
er; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Malachi (3:1-4).
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in for-
mer years.			 
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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The Canticle (The Song of Zechariah: Luke 1:68-79) Please respond after the asterisk.
	 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
	 he has come to his people and set them 		
	 free.

	 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
	 born of the house of his servant David.

	 Through his holy prophets he promised 	
	 of old, that he would save us from our 		
	 enemies, *
	 from the hands of all who hate us.

	 He promised to show mercy to our fa-		
	 thers * and to remember his holy cov-		
	 enant.

	 This was the oath he swore to our father 	
	 Abraham, * to set us free from the hands 	
	 of our enemies,

	 Free to worship him without fear, * holy 	
	 and righteous in his sight all the days of 	
	 our life.

	 You, my child, shall be called the prophet 	
	 of the Most High, * for you will go before 	
	 the Lord to prepare his way,

	 To give his people knowledge of salvation 	
	 * by the forgiveness of their sins.

	 In the tender compassion of our God *
	 the dawn from on high shall break upon 	
	 us,

	 To shine on those who dwell in darkness 	
	 and the shadow of death, * and to guide 	
	 our feet into the way of peace.

	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 	
	 the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the begin-		
	 ning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (1:3-11).

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteous-
ness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.		
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 58
1. Lo! he comes, with clouds descending,

once for our salvation slain;
thousand thousand saints attending

swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ the Lord returns to reign.

2. Every eye shall now behold him,
robed in dreadful majesty;

those who set at nought and sold him,
pierced, and nailed him to the tree,

deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

3. Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation

to his ransomed worshipers;
with what rapture, with what rapture

gaze we on those glorious scars!

4. Yea, amen! let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;

Savior, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Luke (3:1-6).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 

high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zecha-
riah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”	
	 Reader  The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
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only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form IV) The people may stand, sit, or kneel
	 Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
    	 Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
    	 be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
    	 your glory in the world.
    		  Silence
    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.
    	 Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
    	 ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
    	 and serve the common good.
    		  Silence
    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.

    	 Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
    	 that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
    	 and to your honor and glory.
    		  Silence
    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.
    	 Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that
	 we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
    		  Silence
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    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.
    	 Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
    	 spirit (remembering especially); give them courage and
	 hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
    		  Silence
    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.
   	 We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
    	 for them may be fulfilled (remembering especially);
	 and we pray that we may share with all your saints in
	 your eternal kingdom.
    		  Silence
    	 Lord, in your mercy
    	 Hear our prayer.
	 We thank you, Lord, for the ministry of the St. Francis Building and Grounds team, 		
	 whose dedicated and often strenuous work of maintaining our campus environment 		
	 may go unnoticed, but not unappreciated. Bless, O Lord, the work of the St. Francis 		
	 Buildings and Grounds team.
	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham
(thaw-naw awe thumb), as well as the diverse and vibrant
Native communities who make their home here today.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
     Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



7

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Offertory

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)

At the Offertory		  Mode IV Melody, arr. John Scott, 1956-2015
Creator of the stars of night, thy people’s everlasting light, O Jesu, Savior of us all, re-
gard thy servants when they call. Thou, grieving at the bitter cry of all creation doomed 
to die, didst come to save a ruined race with healing gifts of heavenly grace. Thou cam-
est, bridegroom of the bride, as drew the world to eveningtide, proceeding from a vir-
gin shrine, the Son of Man, yet Lord divine. At thy great name, majestic now, all knees 
must bend, all hearts must bow, and things in heaven and earth shall own, that thou 
art Lord and King alone. To thee, O holy One, we pray, our judge in that tremendous 
day, preserves us, while we dwell below, from every onslaught on the foe. All praise, 
eternal Son, to thee, whose advent sets thy people free, whom with the father we adore, 
and Spirit blest, for evermore. Amen.                      7th c. Office Hymn, tr. John Mason Neale

At the Presentation
	 Celebrant		 God our strength,
				    we are nothing without you.
				    Receive all we offer you this day
				    as you sustain us with your mercy;
	 	 		  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
At the Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)
	 Celebrant  	The Lord be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
	 (Celebrant)	It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
    	 where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
    	 heaven and earth.
	 Because you sent your only beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
	 and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 		
	 power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
	 rejoice to behold his appearing.



8

    	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
    	 Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
    	 sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel.
    	 (Celebrant) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
   	 which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
    	 of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
   	 prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
   	 Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
    	 the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
    	 In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
   	 to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
   	 into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
    	 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
    	 bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
    	 gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
    	 which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
    	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
    	 thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
    	 This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
    	 and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
    	 it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
    	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
    	   Celebrant and People
    	 We remember his death,
    	 We proclaim his resurrection,
    	 We await his coming in glory;
    		  The Celebrant continues
    	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
    	 O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
    	 bread and this wine.
    	 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
    	 these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
    	 Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
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    	 Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
    	 being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
    	 put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
    	 that heavenly country where, with Francis and all your
    	 saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
    	 daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
    	 creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
    	 salvation.
    	 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
    	 Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
    	 for ever. Amen.
    	 Celebrant 		 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together	 Our Father, who art in heaven…
		     	   …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
The elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneel-
ing or standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a 
blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, 
if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of 
the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and 
for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
	 In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 		
	 those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 		
	 blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Almighty and everliving God,
				    we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
				    of the most precious Body and Blood
				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
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We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. If you would like to 
know more about the Parish, please speak 
with Fr. Warren or get in touch with him via 
email at frwarren@stfrancisgvaz.org. Please 
take a moment to fill out a visitor card and 
hand it to an usher or one of the clergy, or 
place it in the offering basket. We would love 
to hear from you.

Buildings & Grounds Ministry
The Building and Grounds Ministry seeks 

to ensure the proper stewardship and care 
of our property. It involves physical labor in 
maintaining our landscape and supervision 
and maintenance of our buildings. The con-
tact person is Jim Ratley.

Christmas Flower Request Form
The form for Christmas flower donations 

is available on tables at all entrances to the 
Church and in the Parish Office. The form, 

1. Prepare the way, O Zion,
your Christ is drawing near!

Let every hill and valley
a level way appear.

Greet One who comes in glory,
foretold in sacred story.

Oh, blest is Christ that came
in God’s most holy Name.

2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion;
he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom,

and justice, truth, and love.

Lift high your praise resounding,
for grace and joy abounding.
Oh, blest is Christ that came

in God’s most holy Name.

3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion;
your Savior’s rule embrace.

His tidings of salvation
proclaim in every place.

All lands will bow before him,
their voices will adore him.
Oh, blest is Christ that came

in God’s most holy Name.

				    and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
				    that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
				    and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
				    And now, Father, send us out
				    to do the work you have given us to do,
				    to love and serve you
				    as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
				    To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
				    be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 65

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	  Wilbur Held, 1914-2015

Prepare the way, O Zion
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2025) of the St. Francis Parish newsletter 
(The Franciscan Staff) is due December 
10; please send your copy—via email—to 
gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org as soon as pos-
sible. 

Social Activities Upcoming
 The Social Activities Team is planning lots 

of fun activities for December and January.
On Sunday, December 15, Bishop Reddall 

will be visiting St. Francis. After the service 
we will be having a delicious lunch in the 
Parish Hall. Plan on joining us for sandwich-
es, salad, baked beans and delicious cake,

On Wednesday, December 18, from 5 to 7 
pm, we will be celebrating our annual Christ-
mas Card Party, in support of the Covenant 
Fund. Attendees are asked to bring a Christ-
mas Card to hang on our tree and, inside 
the card, their gift to the Covenant Fund. We 
will be serving lots of tasty hors d’oeuvres 
(shrimp, meatballs, roll-ups, and more) and 
also many luscious desserts. You can regis-
ter after services on Sundays or by calling 
the Parish Office during the week (520- 625-
1370).

On Tuesday, January 7, from 5 to 7 pm, we 
will be putting on an Epiphany Party Inter-
national Dinner. Sign up for a country, deco-
rate a table in that country’s tradition, and 
bring traditional food for all to share. Watch 
for more details.  

If you’d like to help out with any of our activ-
ities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@gmail.
com or Julie Reppenhagen at jrepp@snet.net. 
Your Social Activities Team looks forward to 
seeing you all. Happy Holiday Season

Prison Ministry
Mark your calendars for the Angel Tree 

Christmas Party on Saturday, December 

and a check for your $30 donation, should 
be brought to the Parish Office (or you may 
snail mail it) no later than Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17. Please make every effort to print leg-
ibly, and be sure to include your name and 
phone number as indicated on the Form. 
Christmas flowers may be given in memory 
of loved ones or in thanksgiving for God’s 
many blessings. Your gift will be noted in the 
service leaflets for Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day.

This Week at St. Francis
Monday, 10a	 Handbells, Loft
Tuesday, 10a	 Advent Study Class,
	 Parish Hall
Tuesday, 4p	 Vestry Meeting,
	 Conference Room
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Wednesday, 10a	 Memorials Committee,	
	 St. Francis Room
Thursday, 2p	 Parish Choir, Loft
Sunday, 10a	 Light Lunch with the
	 Bishop

Blue Christmas
Not all people find the Christmas and New 

Year holidays a time of joy, but rather a time 
of loneliness, sorrow, pain, or grief.  In recog-
nition of these “blue” feelings, St. Francis will 
offer a  Blue Christmas service on Sunday, 
December 15, at 3 pm. Please join us—and 
invite any friends or neighbors who may be 
experiencing such blue feelings—to this ser-
vice of readings, prayer, and some music ap-
propriate to the season. We pray that those 
who experience these holidays as not very 
merry or bright will come and find hope and 
comfort in knowing that they are not alone. 

January/February Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (January/February 
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21, from 2 to 4 pm in the Parish Hall. We will 
have 23 kids, ranging in age from 1 to 15, 
and their guardians coming to the party, and 
you are invited to attend and engage with 
our guests. We still need a high chair, wrap-
ping paper and ribbon, smiling volunteers, a 
couple of crock pots to keep lunch warm and 
a few merry singers to join in for the live mu-
sic sing-along. There will be games, pictures 
with Santa, a very large piñata, food, goodies, 
gifts for the children and fun. We will have 
a sign-up sheet at the Prison Ministry table 
so we know how much food we will need.  
Setup is scheduled to begin at 12:30 pm and 
cleanup following the party. We hope to see 
you there, maybe wearing a festive holiday 
shirt?!  Rena Robbins  

Christmas Concerts
The Green Valley Community Chorus 

is celebrating 50 years of concerts with their 
holiday programs tomorrow, Monday, De-
cember 9, at 7 pm and Tuesday, December 
10, at 2:30 pm. Both performances are at 
Valley Presbyterian Church and tickets are 
available—at $15—from chorus members, 
many of whom are your fellow parishioners 
here at St. Francis.
True Concord voices and orches-

tra will once again be singing their annual 
Christmas program—A Southwest Christ-
mas—here at St. Francis on Friday, Decem-
ber 13, at 7 pm. Ticket vouchers are available 
in the Parish Office for admission at $25, an 
unbelievable bargain for this world-class 
musical organization. The program will in-
clude a new work by St. Francis music direc-
tor, Gerald Near.

Heart & Hands
Food Banks: The food bank is requesting 

non-perishable items such as canned goods 

(no glass jars, please), pasta, rice, beans and 
cereal. You can deposit your donations in the 
boxes outside the Parish Hall, one at the front 
door and another at the south door near the 
Chapel. Your offerings will be blessed on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November 

and December (2024), and January 2025, 
are now available in the Parish Office and 
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Shirley Underwood, Frank 
Brown, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead, 
Elaine & Paul Deysenroth, Jean Schwafel, Ja-
son Camp, Ellen Sax, Joshua & Chaya Hexter, 
Jim Ravenelle, Ann Zublin, Bob Hutson, Hal-
ey Hutson, Stephen North, Wil, Carolyn, Jerry 
Lounsberry, Sue, Bonnie Haifley, Nancy Nei-
meyer, Laura Thomas, Eva Jenkins, Bob Long.

Remembering those who have died: Fran-
ces F. Mais, Vickie Winter


