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Salvation unto us has come Anonymous

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN 56 (stanzas 5 & 6)

Officiant
People

Officiant

Officiant

People

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Our King and Savior now draws near.
O come let us adore him. Alleluia!

We light a third candle on our Advent Wreath recalling the joy
we experience with a new life in Christ.

(The third candle is lighted.)
Let us pray. Loving God, your son Jesus brings the promise of a new
life—a life in which the blind receive sight, and the lame walk, and
the prisoners are set free. We remember today that He is the one
through whom we know true and everlasting joy.
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.



THE OPENING SENTENCES
Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,;
People One God and Father of all.

Bishop The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Bishop Let us pray.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
étir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah (3:14-20).

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall
fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands
grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you
with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you
will not bear reproach for it. [ will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I
will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

THE CANTICLE (THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH: Isaiah 12:2-6) Please respond after the asterisk.

Surely, it is God who saves me; * [ will Therefore you shall draw water with
trust in him and not be afraid. rejoicing * from the springs of salvation.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my And on that day you shall say, * Give
sure defense, * and he will be my thanks to the Lord and call upon his
Savior. Name;



Make his deeds known among the peo- Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out

ples; * see that they remember that his your joy, * for the great one in the midst
Name is exalted. of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
done great things, * and this is known in the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the begin-
all the world. ning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE SECOND LESSON
A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (4:4-7).

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN 76

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry without thy grace we waste away
announces that the Lord is nigh; like flowers that wither and decay.
awake and hearken, for he brings

glad tidings of the King of kings. 4. To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,

and bid the fallen sinner stand;
2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin; shine forth, and let thy light restore
make straight the way for God within, earth’s own true loveliness once more.
and let each heart prepare a home

where such a mighty guest may come. 5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee,

whose advent doth thy people free;
3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, whom with the Father we adore
our refuge, and our great reward; and Holy Spirit evermore.

THE GOSPEL (please stand, as you are able)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke (3:7-18).
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

ohn said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.”

continued



And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
“Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; |
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON: The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, VI Bishop of the Diocese of Arizona

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Bishop The Candidates will now be presented.
The Bishop asks the candidates
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidates I do.

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

Candidates Ido, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior
and Lord.

Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to
support these persons in their life in Christ?

People We will.

Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves

to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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Bishop
People

Bishop

People
Bishop

People
Bishop

People
Bishop

People
Bishop

People

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?

I will, with God'’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
[ will, with God'’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?
[ will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself?
[ will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
[ will, with God'’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES

Bishop

Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their
commitment to Christ.

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.



Bishop Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy

Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Bishop Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Bishop Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Bishop Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Then the Bishop says
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin
and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your
Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in
these your servants the covenant you made with them at their
Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION AND REAFFIRMATION

The Bishop then concludes with this prayer
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be
over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of
your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell
with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.
THE PEACE
All stand.
Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit (remembering especially); give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled (remembering especially); and
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we pray that we may share with all your saints
in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose
ancestral homelands we gather:

We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who
make their home here today.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

THE OFFERTORY
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)

AT THE OFFERTORY Veni, Veni, Emmanuel G.E. Maunula
The St. Francis Handbell Ensemble

AT THE PRESENTATION

Celebrant God our strength,
we are nothing without you.
Receive all we offer you this day
as you sustain us with your mercy;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

AT THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

(Celebrant) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Because you sent your only beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand, sit, or kneel.
(Celebrant) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
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that heavenly country where, with Francis and all your

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Together  Our Father, who artin heaven...
...for ever and ever. Amen.

AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
The elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneel-
ing or standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a
blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion,
if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of
the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and
for you.

PRAYER FOR THE SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and
blood. We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

Together Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. ,
continued
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And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN 72
1. Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes,
the Savior promised long:
let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.

2. He comes, the prisoners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

THE DISMISSAL
ORGAN POSTLUDE

3. He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure;
and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;
and heaven'’s eternal arches ring
with thy beloved Name.

Kristina Langlois, b. 1959

People, look East!

We Welcome You

WARM WELCOME to all and, if you are a

visitor, we encourage you to make your-
self known to your fellow worshippers and
to our St. Francis clergy. If you would like to
know more about the Parish, please speak
with Fr. Warren or get in touch with him via
email at frwarren@stfrancisgvaz.org. Please
take a moment to fill out a visitor card and
hand it to an usher or one of the clergy, or
place it in the offering basket. We would love
to hear from you.

Welcome Bishop Reddall
This morning we are delighted to welcome
our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, to
St. Francis. She will be administering the Rite
of Confirmation for Caylee Malone, and the
Rite of Reception for Melody Anderson and
Dave Egan. You are invited to attend a light

lunch with the Bishop following the service
this morning. It's always a great pleasure to
have the Bishop in our midst.

Please consider contributing to the BisH-
OP’S DISCRETIONARY FUND, a resource used
by the Bishop to “care for the needs of the
clergy and diocese as they arise.” Envelopes
are available on the tables at the entrances
to the Nave.

Altar Greens

Altar greens are given by Bea Dow to the
glory of God and in loving memory of her
husband Peter.

Christmas Flower Request Form

The form for Christmas flower donations
is available on tables at all entrances to the
Church and in the Parish Office. The form,
and a check for your $30 donation, should
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be brought to the Parish Office (or you may
snail mail it) no later than Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17. Please make every effort to print leg-
ibly, and be sure to include your name and
phone number as indicated on the Form.
Christmas flowers may be given in memory
of loved ones or in thanksgiving for God’s
many blessings. Your gift will be noted in the
service leaflet for Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day.

This Week at St. Francis

Monday, 10a Handbells, Loft

Monday, 10a Heart & Hands,
Meeting Room 2

Tuesday, 9a Men’s Group, Conf Rm

Advent Study Class,
Parish Hall

Social Activities Team,
Conference Room
Holy Eucharist, Chapel

Tuesday, 10a
Tuesday, 2p

Wednesday, 9a

Wednesday, 5p Christmas Card Party,
Parish Hall

Thursday, 2p Parish Choir, Loft

Saturday, 2p Angel Tree Party,
Parish Hall

Blue Christmas Service Today

Not all people find the Christmas and New
Year holidays a time of joy, but rather a time
of loneliness, sorrow, pain, or grief. In rec-
ognition of these “blue” feelings, we will of-
fering a BLUE CHRISTMAS service on this af-
ternoon, December 15, at 3 pPM. Please join
us—and invite any friends or neighbors who
may be experiencing such blue feelings—to
this service of readings, prayer, and some
music appropriate to the season. We pray
that those who experience these holidays as
not very merry or bright will come and find
hope and comfort in knowing that they are
not alone.

January/February Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (January/February
2025) of the St. Francis Parish newsletter
(THE FRANCISCAN STAFF) is due December
10; please send your copy—via email—to

gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org as soon as poS-
sible.

Social Activities Upcoming
The Social Activities Team is planning a
great event for December.

On Wednesday, December 18, from 5 to 7
PM, we will be celebrating our annual Christ-
mas Card Party, in support of the Covenant
Fund. Attendees are asked to bring a Christ-
mas Card to hang on our tree and, inside
the card, their gift to the Covenant Fund. We
will be serving lots of tasty hors d’oeuvres
(shrimp, meatballs, roll-ups, and more) and
also many luscious desserts. You can regis-
ter after services on Sundays or by calling
the Parish Office during the week (520- 625-
1370).

Ifyou'd like to help out with any of our activ-
ities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@gmail.
com or Julie Reppenhagen at jrepp @snet.net.
Your Social Activities Team looks forward to
seeing you all. Happy Holiday Season!

Prison Ministry

The ANGEL TREE CHRISTMAS PARTY is on
Saturday, December 21, from 2 until 4 PM in
the Parish Hall. We will have 24 kids, ranging
in age from 1 to 15 years, and 12 adult family
members coming to party. You are invited to
attend and interact with our guests. We still
need two high chairs, curling ribbon, smil-
ing volunteers, a couple of crock pots to keep
lunch warm and a few merry singers to join
in for the live music sing-along. There will be
games, pictures with Santa, a very large pi-
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nata, food, goodies, gifts for the children and
FUN. We will have sign-up sheet at the Prison
Ministry table so we know how much food
we will need. Setup is scheduled to begin at
12:30 PM and cleanup following the party.
We hope to see you there, maybe wearing
a festive holiday shirt?! Thank you for your
support. Rewa Robbins

Gourmet Table
Thank you all for the beautiful gifts of good-
ies for the Festival of Trees Gourmet table.
Because of you and your helping hands the
sale was a great success. Bless you all.

Stianan Tthoraby and Warce Wller

Creation Care

'Tis the season of advent—waiting for the
birth of Christ and celebrating God’s Cre-
ation. If we celebrate it, we need to protect it,
especially this time of year, when we consider
that a minimum of 12,500 tons of Christmas
decorations, 141,525 tons of food packaging,
and 30,000 tons of Christmas cards make
their way to the landfills after the holiday.

So this Advent season, let us all be mind-
ful: Don’t Waste. Consider Christmas cards.
If your cards are already in the mail consider
e-cards or e-photos instead of paper ones
for next year. If not, maybe you’re willing to
change. Also, reusable holiday bags (avail-
able in the Boutique) are cheerful and can be
used many times. I save wrapping paper, cut
off the ragged edges, iron it (CAREFUL! Not
too hot!) and reuse it. Together let’s be more
mindful of God’s amazing creation and bask
in the joy of this advent season. Swsax Burct

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November
and December (2024), and January 2025,
are now available in the Parish Office and
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-
ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:
Kelly Davis, Shirley Underwood, Frank
Brown, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorehead,
Elaine & Paul Deysenroth, Jean Schwafel, El-
len Sax, Joshua & Chaya Hexter, Jim Ravenelle,
Ann Zublin, Bob Hutson, Haley Hutson, Ste-
phen North, Wil, Carolyn, Jerry Lounsberry,
Sue, Bonnie Haifley, Nancy Neimeyer, Laura
Thomas, Eva Jenkins, Bob Long.
Remembering those who have died: Fran-
ces F. Mais, Vickie Winter

St. Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

600 South La Cafiada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614
520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org
www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, Bishop
The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch, Rector
The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon
The Rev. Linda Hutson, Deacon
Barb Lopes, Deacon-Intern
Glenn Matto, Verger
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