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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until

coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.

ORGAN PRELUDE Jeanne Demessieux, 1921-1968

Rorate caeli (Drop down, ye heavens)

OPENING HYMN 56, stanzas 7-8

7. 0 come, Desire of nations, bind 8. 0 come, O come, Emmanuel,
in one the hearts of all mankind; and ransom captive Israel,
bid thou our sad divisions cease, that mourns in lonely exile here
and be thyself our King of Peace. until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel! shall come to thee, O Israel!
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People
Officiant

Officiant

People

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Our King and Savior now draws near.
O come let us adore him. Alleluia!
We light a fourth candle on our Advent Wreath—the candle of love. Its
light reminds us of the love God has for each of us.

(The fourth candle is lighted.)
Let us pray. Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love shown to us
perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us to remember that love
is patient, kind, and envies no one. Love is never boastful or
conceited, rude or selfish; love is not quick to take offense,
it keeps no record of wrongs, it does not gloat over other people’s
troubles, but rejoices in the right, the good, and the true. There is noth-
ing that love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, to its hope, to
its endurance. Love never ends.
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.



THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdon, now and for ever. Amen.

Together Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

TRISAGION
Celebrant Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One.
People Have mercy upon us.

THE SALUTATION
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
THE COLLECT
urify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet [saiah (7:10-16).

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and I will not put
the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



THE PsALM (80:1-7, 16-18) Please respond after the asterisk.

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Jo- 16 Let your hand be upon the man of your
seph like a flock; * shine forth, you that right hand, * the son of man you have
are enthroned upon the cherubim. made so strong for yourself.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, 17 And so will we never turn away from
and Manasseh, * stir up your strength you; * give us life, that we may call upon
and come to help us. your Name.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the 18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
light of your countenance, and we shall show the light of your countenance, and
be saved. we shall be saved.

4 0 LorbD God of hosts, * how long will you
be angered despite the prayers of your
people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of
tears; * you have given them bowls of
tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our
neighbors, * and our enemies laugh us
to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the
light of your countenance, and we shall
be saved.

THE SECOND LESSON
A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (1:1-7).

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the
gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh
and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus
Christ,

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL HYMN 72

1. Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes, 3. He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the Savior promised long: the bleeding soul to cure;
let every heart prepare a throne, and with the treasures of his grace
and every voice a song. to enrich the humble poor.
2. He comes, the prisoners to release 4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
in Satan’s bondage held; thy welcome shall proclaim;
the gates of brass before him burst, and heaven'’s eternal arches ring
the iron fetters yield. with thy beloved Name.

THE GOSPEL (please stand, as you are able)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew (1:18-25).
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON: The Rev. Daniel ]. Messier

THE NICENE CREED

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
Wof all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
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accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The people may stand, sit, or kneel
The Leader and People pray responsively
Leader God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise
to hear us when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.

We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through
whom we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care
for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and
our community, loving others as he loves us.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in
Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or
any other trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress,
and bless those who minister to them.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and
the rich heritage of these lands. Help us and people everywhere
to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give
wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the
nations.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for
all who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen

your people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in

your truth and love, that we who confess your name may also

reflect your glory.



Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and
we rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age,
praying that we may enter with them into the unending joy of your
heavenly kingdom.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
Hear the prayers of your people.

Celebrant
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral
homelands we gather:

We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,

as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make

their home here today.

Together Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and
change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will be
your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, draw
us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as they discern
your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of your gospel, who
will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and work with us in the
building of your kingdom. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People together

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYER (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
Isoving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-
cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)

AT THE OFFERTORY Christopher Wiggins, b. 1956
Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice! Let your moderation be known to all
people. (Philippians 4:4-5)

AT THE PRESENTATION

Celebrant Gracious God, accept these gifts,
and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A; Expansive Language version)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.



Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again
in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now
and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Together  Our Father, who artin heaven...
...for ever and ever. Amen.

AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNuUS DEI, Hymnal S161
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world: grant us peace.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing
only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would
like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of
the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.

PRAYER FOR THE SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and
blood. We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant Let us pray.
Together Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

continued



Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN 54
1. Savior of the nations, come!
Virgin’'s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, both heaven and earth,
that the Lord chose such a birth.

2. Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child
of the Virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and Mary'’s son,
eager now his race to run!
THE DISMISSAL

ORGAN POSTLUDE

3. Thus on earth the Word appears,
gracing his created spheres;
hence to death and hell descends,
then the heavenly throne ascends.

4. Come, O Father’s saving Son,
who o’er sin the victory won.
Boundless shall your kingdom be;
grant that we its glories see.

Gerald Near, b. 1942

Sleepers, awake

We Welcome You

WARM WELCOME to all and, if you are a

visitor, we encourage you to make your-
self known to your fellow worshippers and
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in
the offering basket. We would love to hear
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Christmas Flowers

If you would like to give a gift of flowers
(poinsettias) to adorn the church this Christ-
mas season, please come to the Parish Hall
following the service and fill out the deco-
rations form. A donation of $35 is appreci-
ated and may be paid this morning or during
the week in the Parish Office. Flowers may
be given as memorials or in thanksgiving for
our many blessings. Forms will be available
in the Parish Office tomorrow, December 22.

Rector Search Update

The Search Committee has been meeting
weekly (thank them when you see them) un-
der the able leadership of Tom Cadwalader,
and has almost finished the Parish Profile.
We have engaged a desk top publisher who
will illustrate and format the information
to make it an attractive and professional
pamphlet. Our next step is to answer twelve
questions given to us by the Office of Transi-
tion Ministry of the Episcopal Church detail-
ing various parts of our parish life and min-
istry. We hope all this will be completed by
early January. The information is then sent
to the Diocese who makes it available to any
clergy looking for a position. Applicants will
respond to the Diocese, and those passing an
initial vetting by the Bishop will be forward-
ed to us for consideration and interview. Still
a long process ahead of us, so continue your
prayers. Gary LaBare, Senior Warden
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Fr. Dan’s Advent Study
A LIGHT WILL SHINE
On Tuesdays during Advent Fr. Dan is of-
fering a discussion/class on the Advent Sea-
son. The class will is held in the Parish Hall at
10:30 AM, and the sessions will run no more
than an hour.

This Week at St. Francis

Monday, all day Parish Offices Closed
Monday, 10a Handbells, Loft
Tuesday, 10:30a Living Well Through

Advent, Parish Hall
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day
Service

Boutique Christmas Items 50% off

The Boutique still has beautiful, unique
Christmas merchandise for your last min-
ute shopping, now all at 50% off. Now is the
time to find some real buys—totally beauti-
ful gifts at even better prices. The Boutique
is so grateful for your purchases because you
are helping the needy in the Green Valley
community as all its profits go directly to the
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. That makes it
a double win when you buy in the Boutique.
So grab your coffee after the 9 o’clock service
and come see all the choices.

Jylene Whiglt

Prison Ministry
Thank you to Barb H, Gail R, Janie H, Pen-
ny J, Sandy E, Andrea P, and Nathaniel who
wrapped Christmas gifts for the Angel Tree
children. Also thank you Mark E, for toting
the gifts to storage. It takes many hands to
get the jobs done. Thank you! Rewa Robtbcns

Wednesday, 6p
Thursday, 9a

January/February Newsletter

Copy for the next issue (January/Febru-

ary, 2026) of the St. Francis Parish newslet-
ter (The Franciscan Staff) is now past due;
please send your copy—via email—to ger-
ald@stfrancisgvaz.org as soon as possible.

Confirmation/Reception Into the
Episcopal Church

Bishop Kirk Smith will be at St. Francis on
Sunday, January 18, for an area-wide Confir-
mation/Reception. If any of you wish to be
Confirmed or Received, please speak to Fr.
Dan. A period of preparation/instruction
will be arranged. Confirmation would be for
a baptized person who has not received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Reception is for
a person who has received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in another denomination.

Choral Evensong

The firsteventin our observance of the 60th
anniversary of St. Francis in the Valley Parish
will be Choral Evensong on Sunday, January
11, 2026. Members of TRUE CONCORD VOICES
AND ORCHESTRA under the direction of Ger-
ald Near will sing the service at 5 pM. If you
would like to contribute to the cost of the
presentation, get in touch with the Director
of Music at gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org. Your
help will be greatly appreciated.

Loving Our Neighbors

» SR. JOSE’'S WOMEN'’S SHELTER: The women
at the shelter need winter garments: long
sleeve shirts, jeans, warm socks. For new
items, go to sisterjose.org/gift to view their
wish list which includes a list of items one
can donate as well as direct access to items
on their Amazon wish list.

» RECYCLE OPPORTUNITIES: Oral Recycling
Program available at United Methodist
Church of Green Valley (UMCGV) 300 W. Es-
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peranza Blvd. Eye glasses and printer ink car-
tridges should be placed in the containers on
the counter in the Parish Hall after church.
Cardboard can be recycled at the Sahuarita
Food Bank at the Good Shepherd Church on
La Canada Road.

Lenten Speaker Program

Fr. Dan would like to gather a committee
of people who will help to plan the theme
and speakers for our 2026 Lenten Suppers.
Please send him your name or call the church
office if you are interested in helping shape
the program for 2026. You can email him at
dan@stfrancisgvaz.org.

Nominating Committee
Jan DallaMura, Glenn Matto and Lou Terry
have been named to the 2026 Vestry Nomi-
nating Committee. If you would like more in-
formation or are interested in serving on the
Vestry, talk with a member of the committee
or email vestryclerk@stfranisgvaz.org.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November,
December 2025, and January 2026, are now
available in the Parish Office, Narthex, and
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-
ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group
meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would
like to know more about the group and how

to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

About Our Prayer Lists...

We are always glad to pray for those who
need our prayers. But sometimes we lose
track of people who have offered names for
our Prayer List. We have recently removed
some names that have been on the list for a
long time. If it’s someone you feel should be
on the list please contact the Parish Office
and we’ll add the names once again. To help
keep up to date on the list, we are using the
following guideline: names will remain on
the Prayer List for one month unless other-
wise requested. Please notify the Parish Of-
fice of names rather than just adding them
to the list on Sunday, or talk to Fr. Dan on
Sunday morning. We'll do our best to meet
everyone’s needs.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:
Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead,
Jean Schwafel, Jim Ravenelle, Bob Hutson,
Haley Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Sue, Bon-
nie Haifley, Eva Jenkins, Isaac Garcia, Tomi
Adams, Stephen North, Connie Nord, Joe &
Kathleen Chidester, Mary Norman, Sandy
Tweedy, Greg Knowles, Paul Deysenroth,
Elaine Deysenroth, Clark Adams, Ken Matt-
son. Pray for those who have died, remem-

bering especially: Anne Charter.

St. Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

600 South La Cafiada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614
520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org
www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz
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