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ORGAN PRELUDE Rorate Caeli Jeanne Demessieux, 1921-68
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN 56 (stanzas 7 & 8)

O come, Desire of nations, bind O come, O come, Emmanuel,
in one the hearts of all mankind; and ransom captive Israel,
bid thou our sad divisions cease, that mourns in lonely exile here
and be thyself our King of Peace. until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel! shall come to thee, O Israel!

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Officiant  Our King and Savior now draws near.
People O come let us adore him. Alleluia!

Officiant ~ We light a fourth candle on our Advent Wreath—the candle of love. Its

light reminds us of the love God has for each of us.
(The fourth candle is lighted.)

Officiant  Let us pray. Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love
shown to us perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us to remember that
love is patient, kind, and envies no one. Love is never boastful or conceit-
ed, rude or selfish; love is not quick to take offense, it keeps no record
of wrongs, it does not gloat over other people’s troubles, but rejoices in
the right, the good, and the true. There is nothing that love cannot face;
there is no limit to its faith, to its hope, to its endurance. Love never
ends.

People To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.



THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.

Together Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CANTICLE: THE SONG OF THE THREE YOUNG MEN, Benedictus es, Domine

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you. Glory to
you for the radiance of your holy Name; we will praise you and highly exalt you for
ever. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty,
glory to you. Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; we will praise you and
highly exalt you for ever. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of
heaven, glory to you. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you
and highly exalt you for ever.

THE SALUTATION
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
THE COLLECT
urify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Micah (5:2-5a).

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in
labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the maj-
esty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



THE CANTICLE (THE SONG OF MARY: Magnificat: Luke 1:46-55)
Please respond after the asterisk.

My soul proclaims the greatness of He has come to the help of his servant
the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Israel, * for he has remembered his
Savior; * for he has looked with favor promise of mercy,

on his lowly servant. :
y The promise he made to our fathers, *

From this day all generations will call to Abraham and his children for ever.
me blessed: * the Almighty has done
great things for me, and holy is his
Name.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for
He has mercy on those who fear him * ever. Amen.

in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,
* he has scattered the proud in their
conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from
their thrones, * and has lifted up the
lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good
things, * and the rich he has sent away
empty.

THE SECOND LESSON
A Lesson from the Letter to the Hebrews (10:5-10).

When Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, “See, [ have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order
to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL HYMN 54

1. Savior of the nations, come! 3. Thus on earth the Word appears,
Virgin’s Son, make here your home. gracing his created spheres;
Marvel now, both heaven and earth, hence to death and hell descends,

that the Lord chose such a birth. then the heavenly throne ascends.
2. Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child 4. Come, O Father’s saving Son,
of the Virgin undefiled! who o’er sin the victory won.
Mighty God and Mary’s son, Boundless shall your kingdom be;
eager now his race to run! grant that we its glories see.

THE GOSPEL (please stand, as you are able)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke (1:39-45).
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON: The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
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edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Form [V) The people may stand, sit, or kneel
Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that
we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit (remembering especially); give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled (remembering especially);



and we pray that we may share with all your saints in
your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the ministry of the Daughters of the King (DOK), an international,
interfaith Order for women who take lifetime vows of prayer, service and evange-
lism. We pray that the corporate service project of the Clare Chapter at St. Francis
—providing prayer quilts for those requesting them—may continue to prosper, and
that each member’s daily recitation of its confidential prayer list may be effective in
providing healing, peace, courage, comfort, strength, wisdom and guidance as it
accords with God’s will. We ask this For His Sake.

We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral homelands
we gather:

We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham

(thaw-naw awe thumb), as well as the diverse and vibrant

Native communities who make their home here today.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you,

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
THE OFFERTORY

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
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AT THE OFFERTORY Christopher Wiggins, b. 1956
Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice! Let your moderation be known
to all people. (Philippians 4:4-5)

AT THE PRESENTATION

Celebrant God our strength,
we are nothing without you.
Receive all we offer you this day
as you sustain us with your mercy;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

AT THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

(Celebrant) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your only beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand, sit, or kneel.
(Celebrant) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
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to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with Francis and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Together  Our Father, who art in heaven...
...for ever and ever. Amen.



AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
The elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneel-
ing or standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a
blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion,
if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of
the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and

foryou.
PosT-CoOMMUNION HYMN 312
1. Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands the eyes which saw thy love be bright,
that holy things have taken; thy blessed hope perceiving.

let ears that now have heard thy songs

3. The feet that tread thy hallowed courts
to clamor never waken.

from light do thou not banish;
2. Lord, may the tongues which “Holy” sang, the bodies by thy Body fed
keep free from all deceiving; with thy new life replenish.

PRAYER FOR THE SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and
blood. We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

Together Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

The Greegning of the Chareh
ALL SING: Deck the hall with boughs of Holly,
Falalalalalalala la
‘Tis the season to be jolly.

Don we now our gay apparel,

Troll the ancient yuletide carol.

See the blazing Yule before us.
Falalalalalalalala
Strike the harp and join the chorus,
Follow me in merry measure,
While I tell of Yuletide treasure.

Fast away the old year passes.
Falalalalalalalala
Hail the new ye lads and lassies.
Sing we joyous all together,
Heedless of the wind and weather.

THE STORY OF THE SYMBOLISM OF THE GREENS
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding (Hymnal 59)
Additional Symbolism of the Greens
A Poem of Superstition
Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Hymnal 66)

THE STORY OF THE SYMBOLISM OF THE WREATHS
Legends of Jesus’ Safety

PLANTS OF THE BIBLE WREATH
THE SYMBOLISM OF THE RISTRAS

THE STORY OF THE POINSETTIAS
God rest you merry, gentlemen (Hymnal 105)

THE STORY OF THE SYMBOLISM OF THE CRECHE
Away in a manger (Hymnal 101)
Closing Prayer and Blessing
Go tell it on the mountain (Hymnal 99)

ORGAN POSTLUDE Paul O. Manz, 1919-2009
Once he came in blessing
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We Welcome You

WARM WELCOME to all and, if you are a

visitor, we encourage you to make your-
self known to your fellow worshippers and
to our St. Francis clergy. If you would like to
know more about the Parish, please speak
with Fr. Warren or get in touch with him via
email at frwarren@stfrancisgvaz.org. Please
take a moment to fill out a visitor card and
hand it to an usher or one of the clergy, or
place it in the offering basket. We would love
to hear from you.

This Week at St. Francis

Monday, 10a Handbells, Loft

Tuesday, 6p The Christmas Eve
Liturgy,

Wednesday, 9a The Christmas Day
Liturgy

Note: there will be a celebration on the Holy
Eucharist at 9 AM on Wednesday, January 1,
2025 (New Year’s Day).

January/February Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (January/February
2025) of the St. Francis Parish newsletter
(THE FRANCISCAN STAFF) is due December 10
(now past-due); please send your copy—via
email—to gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org as soon
as possible.

Bible Study

The WOMEN OF THE BIBLE class will con-
tinue, starting January 14, and will run for
7 weeks. The class will be held in the Parish
Hall from 10:30 AM to 12 pMm. If you were in
the Fall class, you do not need to do anything,
just show up on January 14. If you wish to
join the class, please email Mike Kuebler at
mikelkuebler@yahoo.com. Sending an email
allows Mike to easily create an email class

list. Please include your phone number in
your email.

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Meeting of St. Francis in the
Valley Parish will be held Sunday, January
26, at 11:30 AM. All parishioners are invited
to attend.

Social Activities
JANUARY/FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES

The Social Activities Team (SAT) is plan-
ning a quiet January and therefore is cancel-
ling the January Epiphany Party plans as it
falls right after a very busy December.

On February 16, join us after church for a
Valentine’s Party Coffee Hour. What a happy
way to celebrate a Sunday and enjoy a sec-
ond Valentine’s Day.

On Saturday, February 21, we are planning
an INTERNATIONAL DINNER from 5 to 7 PM.
People will sign up for a team and the team
will choose a country to showcase. Each
team will decide what food to make and how
to decorate their table representing that
country. What a great way to get to know
new friends and learn about other countries.
More to come.

For all our SAT events, the sign-up sheets
will be in the Parish Hall on Sundays or call
or visit the Parish Office during the week.

If you'd like to help out with any of our
activities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@
gmail.com or Julie Reppenhagen at jrepp@
snet.net. Your Social Activities Team looks
forward to seeing you all.

Heart & Hands Ministries
» SISTER JOSE'S WOMEN’S SHELTER: The
shelter accepts donations of sneakers as well
as unused hotel-sized personal items. Wom-
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en not staying at the shelter can also go to
the shelter to shower, wash their clothes and
have a meal. Follow the expansion project
which is adding more rooms, bathrooms and
expanded dining room on their Facebook
and Instagram sites. Money donations are al-
ways welcome.

» FooD BANKS: We need six more delivery
volunteers for the Food Bank; if you can help
please email Barb Hook (behook@aol.com).

The Sahuarita Food Bank collects card-
board (including cereal box styles) as well as
clean milk cartons. The receptacle is located
on the south side of the Food Bank, beside
the Good Shepherd Church on La Canada.
You can also place your cardboard in the
Church trash “box” on the north side of the
parking lot.

» BORDER MINISTRIES: People being re-
turned to Mexico could use travel-sized hy-
giene products, especially bar soap. These
items can be deposited in the KENO box in
the Donations Room.

» Money is always welcome for any of our
ministries—simply write your check pay-
able to ST. FRANCIS with the ministry name
in the memo line and we’ll take care of the
rest. Drop your check in the Offering Basket
on Sunday morning, or drop it off at the Par-
ish Office during the week.

From the Treasurer
NOVEMBER 2024 FINANCIAL RESLUTS

Operating Income Actual  Budget
$36,361 $43,636
Operating Expenses  $57,600 $47,658
YEAR TO DATE
Operating Income Actual Budget

$523,631 $528,713
Operating Expenses $585,489 $578,840
Values include the Annual Trust Allocation

and exclude Capital Project Income and Ex-

pense. Gloria Cadwalader, Parish Treasurer
Forward Day by Day

Daily devotional booklets for November
and December (2024), and January 2025,
are now available in the Parish Office and
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-
ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com

Prayer Requests

Remembering those in need of our prayers:
Kelly Davis, Shirley Underwood, Frank
Brown, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead,
Elaine & Paul Deysenroth, Jean Schwafel, Ja-
son Camp, Ellen Sax, Joshua & Chaya Hexter,
Jim Ravenelle, Ann Zublin, Bob Hutson, Hal-
ey Hutson, Stephen North, Wil, Carolyn, Jerry
Lounsberry, Sue, Bonnie Haifley, Nancy Nei-
meyer, Laura Thomas, Eva Jenkins, Bob Long,
Stan Ravine.

Remembering those who have died: Fran-
ces F. Mais, Vickie Winter

St. Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

600 South La Cafiada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614
520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org
www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, Bishop
The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch, Rector
The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon
The Rev. Linda Hutson, Deacon
Barb Lopes, Deacon-Intern
Glenn Matto, Verger
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