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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those

who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 
coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.

Organ Prelude	 	 Gerald Near, b. 1942
Hymnum Canamus Gloriae

Opening Hymn 494
1. Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns

all music but its own;
awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

2. Crown him the Son of God
before the worlds began,

and ye, who tread where he hath trod,
crown him the Son of man;

who every grief hath known
that wrings the human breast,

and takes and bears them for his own,
that all in him may rest.

3. Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o’er the grave,

and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save;

his glories now we sing
who died, and rose on high,

who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

4. Crown him of lords the Lord,
who over all doth reign,

who once on earth, the incarnate Word,
for ransomed sinners slain,
now lives in realms of light,

where saints with angels sing
their songs before him day and night,

their God, Redeemer, King.

5. Crown him the Lord of heaven,
enthroned in worlds above;

Crown him the King, to whom is given
the wondrous name of Love.

Crown him with many crowns,
as thrones before him fall,

crown him, ye kings, with many crowns,
for he is King of all.

‿
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Alleluia. Christ is risen.
	 People 		  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis. Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but 

send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our 
Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles (1:6-14).
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
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taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were con-
stantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (68:1-10, 33-36) Please respond after the asterisk.
	 1 	Let God arise, and let his enemies be 		
		  scattered; * let those who hate him flee 	
		  before him.
	 2 	Let them vanish like smoke when the 		
		  wind drives it away; * as the wax melts 	
		  at the fire, so let the wicked perish at 		
		  the presence of God.
	 3 	But let the righteous be glad and rejoice 	
		  before God; * let them also be merry and 	
		  joyful.
	 4 	Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
		  exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
		  Yahweh is his Name, rejoice before him!
	 5 	Father of orphans, defender of widows, 	
		  * God in his holy habitation!
	 6 	God gives the solitary a home and 		
		  brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
		  but the rebels shall live in dry places.
	 7 	O God, when you went forth before your 	
		  people, * when you marched through 		
		  the wilderness,

	 8 	The earth shook, and the skies poured 	
		  down rain, at the presence of God, the 		
		  God of Sinai, * at the presence of God, 		
		  the God of Israel.
	 9 	You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon 		
		  your inheritance; * you refreshed the 		
		  land when it was weary.
	 10 Your people found their home in it; * in 	
		  your goodness, O God, you have made 		
		  provision for the poor.
	 33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
		  sing praises to the Lord.
	 34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient 		
		  heavens; * he sends forth his voice, his 	
		  mighty voice.
	 35 Ascribe power to God; * his majesty is 	
		  over Israel; his strength is in the skies.
	 36 How wonderful is God in his holy plac-	
		  es! * the God of Israel giving strength 		
		  and power to his people! Blessed be 		
		  God!

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the First Letter of Peter (4:12-14; 5:6-11).

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 
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1. The head that once was crowned with 
thorns is crowned with glory now;

a royal diadem adorns
the mighty victor’s brow.

2. The highest place that heaven affords
is his, is his by right,

the King of kings, and Lord of lords,
and heaven’s eternal Light;

3. the joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,

to whom he manifests his love
and grants his name to know.

4. To them the cross with all its shame,
with all its grace is given;

their name, an everlasting name;
their joy, the joy of heaven.

5. They suffer with their Lord below,
they reign with him above,

their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.

6. The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him:

his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme.

shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 
resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergo-
ing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will him-
self restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for-
ever and ever. Amen.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 483

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to John (17:1-11).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 
that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed.
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
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were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am com-
ing to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.”	
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 Leader	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
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	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
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we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory	 	 Peter Pindar Stearns, 1931-2016

I go to prepare a place for you…that where I am ye may be also. (Jn. 14:2,3)
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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	 Celebrant		 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 		
				    thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
				    But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
				    resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the
				    true Paschcal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
				    away the sin of the world. By Christ’s death he has destroyed death,
				    and by Christ’s rising to life again he has won for us
				    everlasting life.
				    Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
				    Archangels 	and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
				    sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
				         Celebrant and  People  
				    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
				    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
			       Hosanna in the highest. 
				    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
			       Hosanna in the highest. 
			        The people stand, sit,  or kneel.
	 Celebrant		 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
				    you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
				    be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
				    and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these
				    last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
				    the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have 
				    delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
				    In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
				    into righteousness, out of death into life. 
				         The Celebrant continues
				    On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 		
				    and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
				    disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
				    Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
				    After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given
				    thanks, 	he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 		
				    Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 		
				    forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 		
				    of me.” 
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				    Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
				         Celebrant and People 
				    We remember Christ’s death, 
				    We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
				    We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
				         The Celebrant continues 
				    And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
				    O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
				    and this wine. 
				    We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
				    that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
				    of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through 	
					    whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
				    In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
				    and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Francis and all your 	
				    saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through 	
				    Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 	
				    Church, and the author of our salvation. 
				    By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
				    all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
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1. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, thy love possessing,

triumph in redeeming grace:
O refresh us, O refresh us,

traveling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration
for thy Gospel’s joyful sound:
may the fruits of  thy salvation

in our hearts and lives abound:
ever faithful, ever faithful

to thy truth may we be found;

3. so that when thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,

fear of  death shall not appall us,
glad thy summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever

reign with thee in endless day.

standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 344

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 John Dunstable, ca. 1370-1453

Deo gracias
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We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

This Week at St. Francis
Monday, 10a	 Loving Our Neighbors,
	 Meeting Room 2
Tuesday, 9a	 Men’s Group, Conf Rm
Tuesday, 2p	 SAT, Conference Room
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl

Loving Our Neighbors
The Loving Our Neighbors committee 
purchased 12 hand-held shower heads for 
Lutheran Social Services (LSS); an additional 
six were purchased by private donation. LSS 
in Nogales serves low income individuals in 
Santa Cruz and Cochise counties with home 
health care. The shower heads are a request-
ed item. 
Sister Jose Women’s Shelter has an Am-
azon Wish List for most needed items. Please 
check out Ways To Give on their website sis-
terjose.org to find the list. Sister Jose’s is al-
ways in need of new underwear, new socks,  
used athletic shoes and hygiene products. 
Consider checking their website for most 
current information about the expansion.

Boutique Closing May 31
The Boutique will be closing for the sum-

mer at the end of May, so now is the time 
to find those gifts you may need for your 
special friends or family over the summer 
months. You will want to take advantage of 

the unique, discounted items that are avail-
able, especially the beautiful jewelry and as-
sorted items made by our very own parish-
ioners. And remember, when you shop in the 
Boutique, you are supporting the Church as 
all profits go to the Rector’s Discretionary 
Fund.  Come see us after the 9 o’clock ser-
vice.  Jylene Wright

From the Treasurer
Figures for April 2026

Average weekly attendance: 169
(including Saturday Contemporary service)

financial resluts
Operating Income	 $45,185	
Expense	 $35,982
Year to date Income	 $287,869
Year to date Expense	 $240,691
Annual budget Income	 $658,614	
Annual budget Expense	$655, 696	

These numbers exclude all Capital Project 
Income and Expense.

While these numbers exclude Capital In-
come and Expense, there will be a lot of ac-
tivity in these two categories in the coming 
months. The kitchen remodel has been ap-
proved by the attorney for the Norma Pool 
Trust, and the funds have been forwarded 
in May, and this project in finally underway. 
Thanks and praise to Norma Pool and one 
of our current parishioners for financially 
supporting this most desired and necessary 
project. Gloria Cadwalader, Parish Treasurer

About Our Prayer Lists…
We are always glad to pray for those who 

need our prayers. But sometimes we lose 
track of people who have offered names for 
our Prayer List. We have recently removed 
some names that have been on the list for a 
long time. If it’s someone you feel should be 
on the list, please contact the Parish Office 
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and we’ll add the names once again. To help 
keep up to date on the list, we are using the 
following guideline: names will remain on 
the Prayer List for one month unless other-
wise requested. Please notify the Parish Of-
fice of names rather than just adding them 
to the list on Sunday, or talk to Fr. Dan on 
Sunday morning. We’ll do our best to meet 
everyone’s needs.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwa-
fel, Jim Ravenelle, Bob Hutson, Linda Hut-
son, Jerry Lounsberry, Bonnie Haifley, Isaac 
Garcia, Tomi Adams, Stephen North, Con-
nie Nord, Paul Deysenroth, Elaine Deysen-
roth, Clark Adams, Ken Mattson, Lee Parks, 
Joyce Davison, Pat Ryan, Neal Hursh, Barbara 
Hook, Terry Bonser, Betty Johnson. Pray for 
those who have died.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

Music & Liturgy Notes
The hymns and organ music sung and 

played this morning  have to do with the Feast 
of the Ascension of Our Lord (the actual feast 

day was last Thursday, in case you missed it.) 
Today is known not only as the Seventh Sun-
day of Easter, but also as The Sunday after 
Ascension Day. The Organ Offertory by 
American composer Peter Pindar Stearns 
is a ‘meditation’ on a portion of John’s Gos-
pel in which Our Lord tells his disciples that 
he goes ‘to prepare a place’ for them. Medi-
tation, employed as a musical term, is kind 
of squishy; how can music (which is not a 
language—no matter what you may have 
been told) describe anything that is not mu-
sical? Well, it can’t. (Stravinsky said ‘music 
expresses itself.’) That means that we must 
simply take the composer’s word for it; that 
whatever he or she is musically meditating 
upon is actually in their mind while writing 
the piece. Then there are pieces that are just 
called ‘Meditation.’ Are we sure the composer 
is meditating on things good, true, and beau-
tiful? Perhaps not. In that case it’s a good 
thing there’s nothing didactic about music—
right? (See, I told you it was squishy.)

My own contribution today (the Organ 
Prelude) is based on a Gregorian chant 
hymn and, as such, avoids the whole medita-
tion thing by being referred to as a ‘setting.’ 
You can decide for yourself how squishy that 
is (if it is). I promise never to touch on this 
subject again.  Gerald


