lsgnt, Holy Week &
Caster ochedulg 2026

AsH WEDNESDAY, February 18
Ash Wednesday Liturgy, 6 pM

PALM SUNDAY, March 29
The Palm Sunday Liturgy, 9 Am

Monday in Holy Week, March 30
Quiet prayer and devotion,
9 AM until NooN, Chapel

Tuesday in Holy Week, March 31
Quiet prayer and devotion,
9 AM until NooN, Chapel

Wednesday in Holy Week,
April 1
Holy Eucharist at 9 Am
Taizé Service, 5 pm (Chapel)
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 2
THE LITURGY FOR
MAUNDY THURSDAY, 6 PM

MAUNDY THURSDAY WATCH
7 PM until NOON on Friday

GooD FriDAy, April 3
THE GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY
at NooN

HoLy SATURDAY, April 4, 6 pM
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

Sunday, April 5, 9 AM

EASTER DAY
Festive Eucharist
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Our mission is to live as Christ’s heart and hands in the world.

From our Interim Rector...

As we begin a new year together, may your journey be filled
with happiness, good health, exciting new adventures and hop-
ing it brings joy, and meaningful moments of love and growth.

I've been your Interim Rector for four months now and
have enjoyed every minute of it. I'm happy to support you as
you embark on the search for a new permanent Rector. Your
Search Committee is working hard on all the details that this
process entails. It’s important to support them with prayer for
discernment, wisdom, patience, unity, and God’s guidance to
find a faithful pastor who will lead the congregation. With that
I'm confident that you will call a Rector that is the best fit for
St. Francis with all the qualities that will enrich you as a con-
gregation.

We're moving quickly into the season of Lent which begins
on Wednesday, February 18. This is typically called a season of
penitence. [ view it as a season of opportunity. While tradition-
ally it is thought of as a time to “give up” things, I'd rather look
at it as a time for self-reflection, and drawing closer to God by
living the way of Christ’s love more directly. To me this is best
achieved, not by giving up chocolate or candy or ice cream, but
by becoming more intent in our outreach to God’s people in
need. I'm reminded of the Epistle of James chapter 1, verse
22: “But be doers of the word and not merely hearers.” Also, in
1 John chapter 3, verse 18: “Little children, let us love, not in
word or speech, but in truth and action.”

This year is a celebration of our 60th Anniversary. It's a great
time to reflect on the ways in which we have made an impact in
our community through various outreach and support efforts.
It's also a great opportunity to open ourselves to the undiscov-
ered ways we can further the mission of the church here and
abroad. In case you haven’t noticed, there never an end to the
myriad ways we can be the “Heart and Hands of Christ.”

Many blessings, z{ é



Winter/Spring Social Activities
Our new year is here, and the Social Activities Team
has lots of things on their calendar for 2026. We hope
you’ll be able to join us.
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On Friday, January 30, we will be holding our Inter-
national Potluck Dinner. You are invited to bring a dish
from another country to share. It can be a vegetable,
salad, main dish, or dessert. And, if you have a small
item from that country to share, bring that along to
decorate the table. The serving tables will be set up by
continent to better illustrate the great variety of coun-
tries. Sign-ups have begun.

With Lent coming, we will be serving our Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper at 5 PM on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17. Fresh pancakes and sausage will be served.
Breakfast for dinner. What a treat. Watch for sign-ups.

For the entire Lenten season, we will be serving our
Wednesday night Soup Suppers and Lenten Speaker
programs, preceded by Stations of the Cross at 5 pPM.
The homemade soups and salad begin about 5:30;
followed by the program. The dates are February 26,
March 4, 11, 18, and 25.

You can register for any of these events at the Sign-
up Table in the Parish Hall on Sundays, and in the Par-
ish Office during the week. Any updates will appear in
News from the Pews.

If you'd like to help out with any of our activities,
contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@gmail.com. Your Social
Activities Team looks forward to seeing you all. %

Loving Our Neighbors

Sr. Jose’s Women's Shelter: The women at the shel-
ter need winter garments. Go to https://sisterjose.
org/gift to view their wish list which includes a list of
items one can donate as well as direct access to items
on their Amazon wish list.

Community Food Bank at Green Valley and the Sa-
huarita Food Bank: A great Thank You to the Men’s
Group which has taken ownership of the Food Banks
as their ministry. Our food banks are always in need of
non-perishable food items. Each time you come to St.
Francis in the Valley consider bringing a non-perish-
able food product - dried or canned, no glass. You can
deposit your donations in the new boxes inside the
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front door of the church and in the Parish Hall.

Recycle opportunities: Oral Recycling (used
toothpaste and dental floss containers), eye
glasses and printer ink cartridges - contain-
ers are on the counter in the parish hall after
church. Cardboard can be recycled at the Sa-
huarita Food Bank at the Good Shepherd Church
on La Canada Road.

Thank You for our Parishioners’ contribu-
tions, we have been able to send: $250 to the
Crossroads Mission for their Thanksgiving din-
ners; $200 for Walmart gift cards for 4 families
of the Pasqua Yaqui tirbe; $1,250 to each of
our local food banks; 30 Salvation Army Stars
have been taken by Parishioners for local teens’
Christmas gifts; and the 1,400 sq. ft. addition
to Sister Jose’s Women'’s Shelter has been com-
pleted. %

Senior Warden’s Musings

As I look at what the Search Committee has
listed as the expectations we have for our next
Rector, I'm not sure even Christ could meet all
the qualifications. Not that we should not set
our expectations high, but the reality is that no
person has all the gifts that we would like to see
in our next pastor. We all know that and have
experienced that in our previous years and
parishes, yet it is the common habit of all, or
at least most of us, to expect perfection. Now is
the time to face those unrealistic expectations,
and, although he/she is our spiritual leader, we
must fully accept that the laity has every bit as
much responsibility for the smooth function
and spiritual growth of our parish. We are one
body, as scripture says, and all parts are needed
and important. To be disgruntled, or even leave
the congregation, over a flaw we perceive in our
priest, falls short of what we have been taught.
We are all imperfect, but the love of Christ
makes us acceptable. Hold that in your heart as
we pray for a smooth transition.
Gary LaBame, Senior Warden

The Common Cup

Is communion by Intinction (dipping the host
into the consecrated wine) safer than drinking
from the common cup?

Believe it or not many, many studies over the
years have addressed this issue. It made sense
to withhold the cup—or even intinction—dur-
ing the recent pandemic. However, with the
pandemic behind us, studies show that we may
actually pass more germs dipping the host than
drinking from the common cup. It seems our fin-
gers are riddled with germs, far more than our
mouths. Just think of the things you’ve touched
and the hands you've shaken before and during
a church service.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion in Atlanta Georgia has reported that there
has never been an outbreak of infection related
to the communion cup and that a theoretical
risk of transmitting infectious diseases by us-
ing a common cup exists, but that the risk is so
small that it is undetectable.

Soon we will be offering communion from the
common cup for those who wish to drink in-
stead of instinct. However, we will not remove
the option of intinction for those who feel un-
easy drinking from the cup. We have ordered
a couple of intinctions sets that will facilitate
the process of receiving communion. They are
hand-made in Italy and should be arriving this
month (fingers crossed.)

P, Dan

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Ratley
at 253-365-5093 or at jnjrats@gmail.com.

Saturday Eucharist
Our next Saturday afternoon Eucharistic cel-
ebrations are scheduled for February 14 and
March 14 at 4 pM in the Chapel.

Parish Offices will be closed. ..

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Monday, 19 January
Presidents’ Day Monday, 16 February




JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 - Jim Bush
3 - Chris Anderson
3 - Erin Naccara
3 - Leroy Vaughn
4
6
6

11 - Ken Breitenbucher
11 - Pris Junggren

12 - Arliene Stremming
14 - Donna Tolbert

15 — Annette Mariscal
15 — Caroline Walton

16 — Kathleen Keller

18 - Ellie Paredes-Garcia

PARISH GROUP MEETINGS
Altar Guild: meetings called
as necessary
Border Ministry: meetings
called as necessary
Daughters of the King: 2nd
& 4th Wednesdays, 9:45 AM in
the Vulliamy Room

— Stephen Riley
— Stephen North
— Carol Wingereid

13 — Shirlee Schappach
14 - Jay Adams

14 — Stephen Huhta

14 — Paula Moore

14 — Dave Struyk

19 — James Collins

19 — Lincoln Mastandrea
21— Alan Cram

21 — Stephanie Huszar
22 — Penny Junke

23 - Linda Berg

26 — Jan Misner

27 — John Smith

29 — James Moore

30 - John Burk

30 - Jan Poole

30 - Katherine Vint

January ANNIVERSARIES

2 — George & Chris Anderson
28 — Joseph & Kathleen

Chidester
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

19 - Jeannie North
20 - Victor Chavez
20 - Janis Gallagher
20 - Joan Jakubiak
20 — Erik Naccara

21 — Doug Hamilton
22 - Shirley Law

25 — Helen Mullaly
28 — Elsa Riley

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

2 - Arnie Berglund & Darlene
Gregory

2 - Mike & Christie Kuebler
4 -Victor & Terri Chavez
4 - Jack & Barbara Bundy
14 — Tom & Gloria Cadwalader
14 — Doug & Luz Nelly Hamilton
16 — Bruce Folkers & Jan Gaylord

K

Lenten Program 2026

Finance Committee: meet-
ings called as necessary
Green Team: meetings called
as necessary

Handbell Ensemble: Mon-
days, 10 AM in the Choir Loft
Loving Our Neighbors: 3rd
Monday, 10 AM in the Confer-
ence Room

Memorials and Special
Gifts: 2nd Wednesday, 10 AmM
in the St. Francis Room
Men’s Group: 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays, 9 AM in the Confer-
ence Room

Parish Choir: Thursdays, 2
PM in the Choir Loft

Prison Ministry: meetings
called as necessary

Saint Francis Trust: meet-
ings called as necessary
Social Activities Team: 4th
Monday, 2:30 PM in the Con-
ference Room

vice leaflets and, via email, in
NEws FrRoOM THE PEws. If you
would like to be added to the
email list, contact Finance Of-
ficer Deborah Harby (debo-
rah@stfrancisgvaz.org) 520-
625-1370.

sions. Our hope is to make it
new and fresh as we journey
together with Jesus. %

- Joyce Remillard

- Frances Gordon

- John Packer

10 — Michael Kuebler

10 — Christina Kuebler

10 — Diane Schwarzmann

; :glilcc:a\;\cllaézegre—Little The planning committee | Stephen Ministry: meetings
3 Tony Mariscal is taking you whole new ap- | called as necessary

4 - Patty Russell proach to this year’s Lenten | Stewardship Committee:

5 _Theresa Bonser Program. The tile is, Journey | Meetings caljed as necessary
5 —Fred Junggren with Jesus through Lent. This tl?escrg,r.lfe:‘lencgefiogr}; PM1n
5 - Mary Palbykin year we will not have speak- _ _

5 — Barry Sheridan ers each night. Instead, we Parish meetings and events
6 - Joyce Hayes are making it interactive with | are listed in the announce-
6 — Jenica Hisko skits, trivia and table discus- | Ments section of Sunday ser-
7

8

8




Forward Day by Day

FORWARD DAY BY DAY de-
votional booklets for Febru-
ary, March, and April 2026
are available in the Parish
Office during the week, and

2026 Parish Statistics
BAPTISMS
0
TRANSFERS IN
Douglas Hamilton

TRANSFERS OUT )
o on Sunday mornings you can
DEATHS find them in the Parish Hall.
Fred Keller
El i) L3 Joya

Communion Service

A reminder to all residents
of La Posada that we offer a
weekly Service in the Celebra-
tion Room at La Joya. Gary La-
Barre and Sophia Witte lead a
weekly service of communion
from the reserved sacrament.
One of the clergy leads a ser-
vice of Holy Eucharist once
a month, usually the second

Wednesday. %

Centering Prayer

The St. Francis Centering
Prayer Group meets off-cam-
pus via Zoom; if you would
like to know more about the
group and how to participate,
contact Sophie Luffman at
s.luffman@icloud.com or 520-
262-3876.5S %

Music at St. Francis
All our St. Francis music ensembles—the Parish Choir, Hand-
bell Ensemble, and Praise Singers—are eager to welcome new
members. If you would like to make music with one of these
groups, let Director of Music Gerald know via email at gerald@
stfrancisgvaz.org. He will be happy to assist you.

Clergy
Discretionary Funds

Donations to Clergy Discretionary Funds are always needed
and always welcome; these funds make it possible for us to of-
fer assistance to people in our community who are struggling.
Because of your generosity, we’ve been able to help people with
such things as food, gas, utilities, rent, school clothing, school
supplies, unexpected medical bills and even burial expenses. As
we see it, it's not the clergy being able to help people in need,
it’s all of us, together, touching the lives of people who feel like
they’ve hit a dead end due to adverse circumstances in life.
Thank you so much for your generosity.

RESERVING
MEETING TIME AND
SPACE AT SAINT FRANCIS

Individuals wishing to
reserve meeting space at St.
Francis and/or discuss room
set-ups should make those
arrangements through Office
Manager Deborah Harby. It
is essential your meeting
be logged into the Master
Calendar. If you need it, be
sure to ask for ‘set-up’ and
‘clean-up’ time as part of your
booking.

One week prior to your
event please inventory the
pantry next to the kitchen and
let Deborah know if there are
enough supplies to meet your
needs. A parishioner usually
shops for us twice a month.
Thanks for your help and
cooperation.

GETTING YOUR EVENT
INTO
PARISH PUBLICATIONS
Sunday Bulletin notices
should be sent via email to the
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE by
NOON the Tuesday prior to the
Sunday you wish the notice
to appear. Notices should be
in written form and sent via
email whenever possible.
Franciscan Staff material
should be sent via email to the
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE NO
LATER THAN the 10th of the
month preceding publication.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Please let us know if your
e-mail address, street address,
zip code or telephone number
changes. Get in touch with
Deborah Harby in the Parish
Financial Office to update your
information for our records.
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