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	      The people standing, the Bishop says
 			  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
 People 	 Glory to God for ever and ever.
	Bishop	 Holy God,
			  Holy and Mighty,
			  Holy Immortal One,
People	 Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day (The Third Sunday of Advent)
	 Bishop	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Bishop	 Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 

help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
(Please be seated)

The Word of God
Opening Hymn (words and music by Daniel L. Schutte, 1981)
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I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin

My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me,
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them,

They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.

I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me,
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.

I will set a feast for them,
My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide
Till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me,
I will hold your people in my heart.



The First Lesson
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (1:4-9)
The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only 
a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to 
whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, Do not be afraid of 
them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand 
and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your 
mouth.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (119:34-40)
34	Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
    I shall keep it with all my heart.
35	Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
    for that is my desire.
36	Incline my heart to your decrees *
    and not to unjust gain.
37	Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
    give me life in your ways.
38	Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
    which you make to those who fear you.
39	Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
    because your judgments are good.
40	Behold, I long for your commandments; *
    in your righteousness preserve my life.

The Second Lesson
A Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles (6:2-7)

The twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, 
friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” What they said pleased the whole com-
munity, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on 
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them. The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn (The Servant Song, Richard Guillard)
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Will you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you;

Pray that I may have the grace
To let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
Fellow travelers on the road.

We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the nighttime of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;
When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.

I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven
We shall find such harmony

Born of all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.

Will you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you:

Pray that I may have the grace
To let you be my servant too.

Please stand for
The Gospel

			  The Holy Gospel of ourLord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11).
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his dis-
ciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
			  The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
Affirmation of Faith

We believe, O God, that you are the eternal Creator of life. We believe, O God, that 
you are the eternal Sustainer of love. We believe, O God of the people, that you 

are the creator of the high heavens.
We believe, O God of the people, that you created our souls and set its warp. Amen.

A Litany of God’s Mission for the Church
Holy God, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being,
Have mercy on us.
Jesus the Christ, through whom the world is reconciled to the Father,
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, whose glory fills the world and searches the depths of God,
Have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God,
Have mercy on us.
From blind hearts and petty spirits that refuse to see our need for your love,
Savior, deliver us.
From pride, self-sufficiency, and the unwillingness to admit 
our own need of your compassion,
Savior, deliver us.
From discouragement in the face of pain and disappointment, 
and from lack of persistence and thoroughness,
Savior, deliver us.
From ignorance, apathy, and complacency that prevent us 
from spreading the Gospel,
Savior, deliver us.
O God, we pray for the gifts of ministry.
Inspire our minds with a vision of your kingdom in this time and place.
Hear us, O Christ.
Open our eyes, that we may see your glory in all creation.
Hear us, O Christ.
Open our ears, that we may hear from every mouth the 
hunger for hope and stories of refreshment.
Hear us, O Christ.
Open our lips, that we may tell in every tongue the 
wonderful works of God.
Hear us, O Christ.
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Open our hearts, that we may discern the work to which you call us.
Hear us, O Christ.
Send us with your Good News into our neighborhoods, 
communities, and all parts of the world.
Hear us, O Christ.
Strengthen us, that we may each accomplish the work you give us to do.
Hear us, O Christ.
Sustain and encourage all who minister in your name in 
lonely, dangerous, and unresponsive places.
Hear us, O Christ.
Open the hearts and hands of many to support your Church 
in this and every place.
Hear us, O Christ.
Bishop	 Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son 
Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgive-
ness and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Reaffirmation of Ordination Vows of a Deacon
		 A lay person and a priest, and additional presenters if desired, standing 
		 before the Bishop, present the one to be received as a deacon, saying
 Bishop Jennifer, we present to you Mike Kuebler, already ordained deacon 
	by a bishop in the historic succession, to be received among 
	the clergy of this communion.
	Bishop	 Has he been selected in accordance with the canons of 
 this Church? And do you believe his manner of life to be 
	suitable to the exercise of this ministry?
 Presenters   We certify to you that he has satisfied the requirements 
	of the canons, and we believe him to be qualified to 
	exercise the ministry of the diaconate in this Church.
 		 The Bishop says
 My fellow disciple of Christ, deacons share a special 
	ministry of servanthood directly under the bishop.
 It is the deacon’s task to serve all people, particularly the 
poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely; to study the Holy 
Scriptures and model your life upon them; to make Christ 
and his redemptive love known, by your word and example, 
to those among whom you live, and work, and worship; to 
interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the 
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world; and to assist the bishop and priests in public worship 
and in the ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments.
Do you here, in the presence of Christ and his Church, 
renew your commitment to this ministry?
Answer	 I do.
Bishop	 Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship 
of Christ as this Church has received them? And will you, 
in accordance with the canons of this Church, obey your 
bishop and other ministers who may have authority over 
you and your work?
Answer	 I am willing and ready to do so; and I solemnly declare that I 
do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary 
to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the 
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.
 		 The Deacon then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present.
Bishop   	 Will you be guided by the pastoral direction
			  and leadership of your bishop?
Answer	 I will.   
Bishop	 Will you continue to be faithful in prayer,
			  and in the reading and study of the Holy Scriptures?   
Answer	 I will.   
Bishop	 Will you look for Christ in all others, being
			  ready to help and serve those in need?   
Answer	 I will.   
Bishop	 Will you continue to pattern your life in accordance with
			  the teachings of Christ, so that you may be a wholesome
			  example to all people?   
Answer	 I will.   
Bishop	 Will you in all things seek not your glory but
			  the glory of the Lord Christ?   
Answer 	 I will.  
Bishop	 Upon these promises, I admit you to the exercise of the office of deacon in 	
			  this Church, recognizing your authority to proclaim the word of God and to 	
			  assist in the celebration of the Holy Mysteries. God the Father, God the Son, 	
			  and God the Holy Spirit continue to bless you and God’s people 
			  through your ministry. Amen.
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The Peace
The Bishop says
			  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  	 And also with you.

 The Bishop now greets the newly received deacon.
The clergy and people greet one another in the name of the Lord.

At the Celebration of the Eucharist
		     The newly received deacon prepares the bread and wine at the Offertory.	
Music at the Offertory (The Summons, John Bell)
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At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	 Gracious God, accept these gifts, and with them our lives, 
				    to be used in your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer C; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant  	 May God be with you.
    	 People    	 And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	 Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     	 We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true when I but call your name!

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.



	 Celebrant  God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are 				  
	 worthy of glory and praise. 
	 Glory to you for ever and ever. 
	 At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; 				  
	 the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 				  
	 courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
	 By your will they were created and have their being. 
	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed 				  
	 us with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards 
	 of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your 					   
	 trust; and we turned against one another. 
	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 				  
	 revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your 				  
	 eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for 				  
	 us the way of freedom and peace. 
	 By his blood, he reconciled us. 
	 By his wounds, we are healed.
	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 			 
	 apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in 	
	 hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
	 Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 
	 who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the 
	 blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 		
	 Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 		
	 This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the for-		
	 giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 			 
	 thanksgiving, 
	 We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection 
	 as we await the day of his coming.
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	 Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
	 and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring 
	 before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
	 to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 		
	 spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
	 God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord 		
	 Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 		
	 us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; 		
	 for pardon only and not for renewal.
	 Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus 
	 Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
	 Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
	 from generation to generation. Amen.
    	 Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together	 Our Father, who art in heaven…
		     	   	 …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
	 Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Music During Communion (Take our bread, Joe Wise)
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Take our bread, we ask you;
Take our hearts, we love you;

Take our lives, O Father;
We are yours, we are yours.

Yours as we stand at the table you set.
Yours, as we eat the bread

our hearts can’t forget.
We are the sign of your life with us yet;

We are yours, we are yours.

Take our bread, we ask you;
Take our hearts, we love you;

Take our lives, O Father;

We are yours, we are yours.

Your Holy people standing
washed in your blood.

Spirit filled yet hungry, we await your food.
We are poor but we’ve brought ourselves 

the best we could.
We are Yours, we are yours.

Take our bread, we ask you
Take our hearts, we love you;

Take our lives, O Father;
We are yours, we are yours.



The Post-communion Prayer 
	 Celebrant	 Let us pray. 
	 Together           Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, that the gifts of your 		
		  Spirit may work in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be one 		
		  with you so that our work is yours and your work is ours. Lead us to 		
		  transform our lives to reflect your glory in Creation; through Jesus Christ 	
		  our Savior who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 		
		  for ever. Amen. 
The Blessing
The Dismissal
Closing Hymn

Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.

The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord, our light and our love,
has turned the night into day! 

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day.
The One who has loved us has brightened our way.

The Lord of all kindness has called us to be
a light for his people to set their hearts free.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!

For the Lord, our light and our love,
has turned the night into day!

God is light; in him there is no darkness.
Let us walk in his light, his children, one and all.
O comfort my people; make gentle your words.

Proclaim to my city the day of her birth.
O city of gladness, now lift up your voice;

Proclaim the good tidings that all may rejoice.
Let us build the city of God.

May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our love,

has turned the night into day!
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Text and Music Acknowledgements
I, the Lord of sea and sky - words and music by Dabiel L. Schutte, 

©1981, Oregon Catholic Press (OCP)
The Servant Song 

© 1977, Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
(admin. CapitalCMGPublishing.com)

The Summons
Text and Music Copyright © 1987, Arr © 1995, 2000 Wild Goose 

Resource Group, Iona Community, Pearce Institute,
GIA Publications Inc

Take Our Bread
© 1966 Joe Wise. Used by permission of GIA Publication, Inc.

All rights reserved.
City of God

Songwriters: Daniel L Schutte
Text and Music © 1981, OCP, All Rights reserved.

Participants in the Service
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, Bishop
The Rev. Daniel J. Messier, Homilist
The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon

The St. Francis Praise Singers

Your are invited to a reception in the Parish Hall following the service.


