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          From our Interim Rector…
Dear Friends,

Can you believe I’ve been serving as your Interim Rector for 8 months now? Time 
has flown by.  But I’m enjoying every minute of being with you in this capacity. And I 
will be with you until a new Rector is called, whenever that might be.

I feel there is a good and positive spirit in the church. Which makes St. Francis a 
place that any candidate would appreciate moving into.  For now, the process is in the 
hands of the Search Committee.  They’ve done all the nitty gritty work to prepare for 
St. Francis being advertised publicly which has happened in several ways.  Now it’s a 
matter of time for candidates to find St. Francis and to offer their names to be consid-
ered.  This part can take some time.  So, be patient and continue to support the Search 
Committee in their work. 

We’re moving into the Summer months when many of our members leave to go back 
home until Fall. I’ve always found this to be bittersweet. We’re so glad to have our 
“snowbirds” with us, we hate to see them go, but we look forward to their return.  If 
you are “snowbird” and will be leaving soon (or have already left), please know you 
go with our love and prayers for a safe journey.

Our new Communion procedure appears to be going quite well.  I’m happy that 
we’ve been able to restore the Common Cup to those who wish to drink from it, all the 
while maintaining a way for intinction for those who prefer this method.  Thank you 
for being adaptable.

We’re in Easter Season in the church calendar;  but in the second and third centuries 
this season was called The Great Fifty Days (same season, different name). This sea-
son lasts from Easter Eve through the Day of Pentecost. During this season there is no 
fasting.  The Council of Nicaea (325) directed that Christians are to pray standing. The 
word “alleluia” (praise the Lord) is said or sung repeatedly, which contrasts sharply 
with the season of Lent when the alleluia is omitted. The Paschal Candle (blessed at 
the Easter Vigil) it lit at all services during this season through the Day of Pentecost. 
This is the most celebratory time of the church year.

All I can think to say is, Alleluia! Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
With much love and affection,

Our mission is to live as Christ’s heart and hands in the world.
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The mission of St. Francis in the Valley, 
Green Valley, is to live as Christ’s heart and hands

in the world.

News from SAT
May and June might be a bit different this year. We 

are hoping that our kitchen upgrade will be approved 
and that they will start work as soon as possible. That 
will mean no activities in the Parish Hall until the con-
struction work is completed. The plan would be to 
move Coffee Hour to the Vulliamy Room with seating 
inside and outside.

We ask that you keep updated by following News 
from the Pews.  We will post the updates so everyone 
knows how the project is going and when we might be 
having our first Social Activity. Happy early Summer!3

Senior Warden’s Musings
First and foremost, a huge thanks to Tish and Mark 

Stril for their tireless effort to research and plan our 
kitchen remodeling, a tremendous commitment on 
their part, and well done!

As we begin to receive names for the selection of our 
next rector, I am pondering what is in store for us. The 
Search Committee and Vestry will do their very best 
in choosing our pastor, but whoever we bring will be 
a change from what has been,  and most of us dislike 
change.  But nothing in the world stays the same. Not 
adapting ultimately leads to failure—look at Sears and 
Roebuck! Change is the opportunity for new experi-
ences, improved ways of doing things.  It may be un-
comfortable at first, but in the end may lead to new 
and wonderful discoveries.  We have in the past dis-
cussed “where we want to go.” But little has basically 
changed. Now is the time to think forward, to keep 
us relevant, and provide a community that meets our 
spiritual needs and attracts others to join us. Think of 
ways that you can be a positive influence in the change 
that we might undergo. Let us banish the “But we al-
ways have done it this way.”  Our future is in our hands, 
and God’s. Gary LaBarre, Senior Warden

Parish Offices will be closed…
Memorial Day                                                     Monday, May 25

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Ratley at 

253-365-5093 or at jnjrats@gmail.com.
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Coming in July
Father Dan gave a sermon during Lent about 

Jesus’ meeting the Samaritan woman at the 
well.  The Gospel reading in John begins “Jesus 
was thirsty.” He met the woman and her life 
would change forever, as well as those in the 
nearby town.

In the sermon, Father Dan also asked us if we 
were ever thirsty.  Of course, we all have been.  
Then he told us that over 1 in 10 people in the 
world today have no access to clean water.  He 
later told the Vestry that the newest statistics 
show the number is closer to 1 in 4 who have 
no clean water.

So to make a small difference in this very sad 
reality, Loving Our Neighbors will be sponsor-
ing a drive to raise $5,000.  This is the cost of a 
clean water well drilled and completed by Epis-
copal Relief and Development.  If you would like 
to contribute, a check to St. Francis with “Clean 
Water” in the memo may be put in the offering, 
mailed to St. Francis in the Valley or donated on 
the table in the Parish Hall with the bright red 
pump on it beginning in July. 3

Audio/Visual News
While most of you are aware of the Sunday 

Services being broadcast on our YouTube Chan-
nel, are you aware of some of the other St. Fran-
cis activities that are available on the channel?  
There are two recent “shorts” available: one is 
the Easter Basket event where over 100 Easter 
Baskets were filled with small toys and yum-
my candies for the children at the Crossroads 
Nogales Rescue Mission for their Easter Din-
ner gathering; the other was the second of two 
skits performed at the Lenten Suppers. These 
two events were among the most popular of the 
miscellaneous events broadcast on the St. Fran-
cis in the Valley YouTube Channel (1,981/934 
views, respectively). All of the postings of 
events, including the Sunday Services, are a 
way for people to become a part of the “Spirit 
of St. Francis in the Valley Parish.”  Your ”com-
ments” on these broadcasts provide important 
information for the A/V Team to know what is 
liked and what areas might be improved upon. 
Please do share your comments and likes/
thumbs up when watching. An added benefit to 
comments/likes is that YouTube uses that ac-
tivity to offer channels up to others to view. 3

Lay Readers & Prayer Leaders
We are in the process of putting together for-

mal quarterly Rotas for lay readers and prayer 
leaders, starting with the summer quarter 
(June, July and August). If you ever have been, 
currently are, or ever wanted to be a lay read-
er or prayer leader and want to be included in 
the Summer Rota, please send your name, con-
tact information (phone number and email ad-
dress), your preference for lay reader or prayer 
leader (if any) and any dates in June, July and 
August that you know now that you won’t be 
available to Lee Parks at leeparks43@gmail.
com. Please send the information no later than 
Friday, May 1, 2026.  Thanks for your willing-
ness to serve. 3 

Boutique Closing End of May
St. Francis’ Boutique is open September 

through the end of May, operated by volunteers 
who work diligently throughout that time to 
bring you quality merchandise at bargain pric-
es. We want to thank all who have supported the 
Boutique throughout this year and encourage 
you to come in before we close to shop for any 
gifts you might need for the special people in 
your life over the summer months. Please keep 
in mind that we continue to offer new items al-
most weekly so we hope you’ll come check us 
out. To continue to be a viable St. Francis mis-
sion, your support is critical because all profits 
go directly to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
to assist the needy in our Green Valley commu-
nity.  We look forward to serving you when we 
open again in September. Managers/Volunteers 
of the Boutique are: Wendy Hill, Jylene Wright, 
and Carolyn Moorehead.  Jylene Wright
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May Birthdays
2   – Kim Moss
3   – Janet Ohri
4   – Marcia Allison
4   – Reg Kahrimanis
5   – Joseph Chidester
5   – Bruce Folkers
7   – George Grove
10 – Olivia Mastandrea
11 – Ken Chaney
11 – Caylee Malone
12 – Carmen Figueroa
13 – Joyce Kaminski
13 – Harry Lyons
14 – Kelly Smith
15 – Stephen Creech
16 – Dorothy North
16 – Judy Richards
17 – Henry Ramirez
19 – Joyce Davison
19 – Jennifer Skelton
21 – Don Misner
22 – Robert Thornby
23 – Gail Haight
23 – Mary Ellen Benarth
26 – Julie Reppenhagen
27 – Janet Graff
27 – Carol Lyons
28 – Terri Chavez
28 – Bill Wells
29 – Lee Parks
30  - Nancy Secaur

May Anniversaries
2   – Jesse & Carmen Figueroa
8   – Ann Paulson & Ramon Silva
17 – Andrea Paredes & Ellie   		
	 Paredes-Garcia
19 – Julie & Ken Breitenbucher
24 – Sandy & Mark Eckstein

 June Birthdays
1   – Linda Pantoja
3   – Carolyn Moorehead
4   – Bill Symons
5   – George Schappach
8   – Marie Miller
9   – Barbara Adams

Parish Group Meetings
Altar Guild: meetings called 
as necessary
Border Ministry: meetings 
called as necessary
Daughters of the King: 2nd 
& 4th Wednesdays, 9:45 am in 
the Vulliamy Room
Finance Committee: meet-
ings called as necessary
Green Team: meetings called 
as necessary
Handbell Ensemble: Mon-
days, 10 am in the Choir Loft
Loving Our Neighbors: 3rd 
Monday, 10 am in the Confer-
ence Room
Memorials and Special 
Gifts: 2nd Wednesday, 10 am 
in the St. Francis Room
Men’s Group: 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 9 am in the Confer-
ence Room
Parish Choir: Thursdays, 2 
pm in the Choir Loft
Prison Ministry: meetings 
called as necessary
Saint Francis Trust: meet-
ings called as necessary
Social Activities Team: 4th 
Monday, 2:30 pm in the Con-
ference Room
Stephen Ministry: meetings 
called as necessary
Stewardship Committee: 
meetings called as necessary
Vestry: 2nd Tuesday, 4 pm in 
the Conference Room

Parish meetings and events 
are listed in the announce-
ments section of Sunday ser-
vice leaflets and, via email, in 
News From the Pews. If you 
would like to be added to the 
email list, contact Finance Of-
ficer Deborah Harby  (debo-
rah@stfrancisgvaz.org) 520-
625-1370.

9   – Joe Turberg
13 – Court Fraley
13 – Nancy Symons
15 – Craig Reid
19 – Sharon Faletti
19 – Ben Travis
20 – Bernie Ravenelle
20 – Erik Ringkjob
20 – Lou Terry
24 – Roger Hinterthuer
25 – Tom Cadwalader
26 – Rick Anderson
26 – Mike Gaydos
26 – Mona Kiefer
27 – Wendy Hill
27 – Donna Sheridan
27 – Robert Tenney
29 – Susan Davis
29 – Carol Vleck

June Anniversaries
1    – Lou Terry & George Grove
2    – Ted & Diane Holt
4   – Joe & Rae Turberg
5   – James & Sophia Luffman
6   – Ken & Sib Barratt
8   – Jim & Judy Bush
18 – Orji & Jenny Isiogu
23 – Eloy & Justine Saavedra
24 – Greg & Kim Moss
26 – John & Karen Packer
26 – Robert & Susan Tenney
30 – Lucy & Kenneth Nielsen

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering 

Prayer Group meets off-cam-
pus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the 
group and how to participate, 
contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud.com or 520-
262-3876.S 3
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Reserving
Meeting Time and

Space at Saint Francis
Individuals wishing to 

reserve meeting space at St. 
Francis and/or discuss room 
set-ups should make those 
arrangements through Office 
Manager Deborah Harby. It 
is essential your meeting 
be logged into the Master 
Calendar. If you need it, be 
sure to ask for ‘set-up’ and 
‘clean-up’ time as part of your 
booking.

One week prior to your 
event please inventory the 
pantry next to the kitchen and 
let Deborah know if there are 
enough supplies to meet your 
needs. A parishioner usually 
shops for us twice a month.  
Thanks for your help and 
cooperation.

Getting Your Event 
into

Parish Publications
Sunday Bulletin notices 

should be sent via email to the 
Communications Office by 
noon the Tuesday prior to the 
Sunday you wish the notice 
to appear. Notices should be 
in written form and sent via 
email whenever possible.

Franciscan Staff material 
should be sent via email to the 
Communications Office No 
Later Than the 10th of the 
month preceding publication.

Address Changes
Please let us know if your 

e-mail address, street address, 
zip code or telephone number 
changes. Get in touch with 
Deborah Harby in the Parish 
Financial Office to update your 
information for our records.

2026 Parish Statistics
Baptisms

0
Transfers In

Douglas Hamilton
Orji & Jennifer Isiogu

Transfers out
0

Deaths
Fred Keller

Anne Gillespie
Jack Davis

Tom Moorehead
Jay Adams

Forward Day by Day
Forward Day by Day de-

votional booklets for May, 
June, and July 2026 are avail-
able in the Parish Office dur-
ing the week, and on Sunday 
mornings you can find them 
in the Parish Hall.

A Note From Your Treasurer
I’m hoping—that this rings a bell with some of you, in that I 

published a similar note a year-plus ago; but given this is “Tax 
Time” for the majority of us, I thought I would remind you of this 
“win-win” for the supporters (you) and the supported (St. Fran-
cis in the Valley).  

Generally, if a person is required to take a “Required Minimum 
Distribution” (RMD) from their IRA each year, he/she can make a 
“Qualified Charitable Distribution” (QCD) directly from their ac-
count to St. Francis in the Valley and it will not be considered as 
taxable income; and it will count toward their RMD for the year.  
Please Note: this is not offered as “tax advice,” but only as an op-
portunity for you and/or your financial advisor to explore. And 
please note that St. Francis in the Valley is considered a “QCD.”

—and more from your Treasurer:
Gratitude and Blessings to one of our Parish families for making 

a substantial contribution to the Loving Our Neighbors fund.  
The Loving Our Neighbors team uses such funds in support of 
the many outreach opportunities for those in need. It is heart-
warming to know our parishioners have not forgotten those with 
far fewer resources and opportunities than the majority of us. 3

Saturday Eucharist
Our next Saturday afternoon Eucharistic cel-

ebrations are scheduled for May 9 and June 13 
at 4 pm in the Chapel.
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