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Looking Ahead

Vestry Officers
Tuesday, October 1 at 10:30 am
in the Rector’s Office

Altar Guild
Wednesday, October 2 at 10 am
in the Chapel

Women’s Group
Thursdays, October 3 & 17 at 10 am
in the St. Francis Room
Annual Blessing of Animals
Saturday, October 5 at 10 am
in the Church
Social Activities
Tuesday, October 8 at 11 am
in the Conference Room
Vestry
Tuesday, October 8 at 6 pm
in the Conference Room

Men’s Group
Tuesdays, September 10 & 24 at 8 am
in the Conference Room
Afternoon Tea
Sunday, October 13 at 2:30 pm
in the Parish Hall
Outreach Committee
Monday, October 21 at 10 am
in the Library

Annual Homecoming Party
Friday, October 25 at 5 pm
in the Parish Hall

From our Interim Rector . . .

Care and Feeding of a New Rector
Your new rector will be neither a household pet nor a hothouse flower;
but your care for him, and your cultivation of warm and supportive relationships with him and his family, will get him off to an effective and
successful rectorship at St. Francis. Here’s what you can do: Seek out
members of your Search Committee and Vestry. Thank them for their
year of faithful and diligent work to bring you a new rector well suited
to support St. Francis as it is today, and to help you create the St. Francis
which is to be.
Your rector wants to learn your name. And he will appreciate your
help because not every rector is gifted at learning 500 new names right
away. You are already in the habit of wearing your name tag on Sundays.
Good job! That helps others as well as the rector get to know you! A
greeting at the church door after Sunday service won’t be enough to
etch your name in his memory. But a personal visit in his office will! An
invitation to visit in your home will! An appointment to discuss your
ministry will!
Your new rector is bringing his family to live in Southern Arizona.
Relocation is always a challenge—especially for a spouse and children.
Get to know the family. Listen for the family’s questions and needs, and
for how they like to be involved with church. They are making a fresh
start in Green Valley, and you can help them create a happy home here.
Search Committee and Vestry members: You have worked hard and
well this year; now there is one more vital step you can take to help
your new rector succeed at St. Francis. Create a committee of four to
eight people, including some of your members, to meet at least quarterly
with your rector and his spouse, to hear how things are going with his
ministry among you, and for his family. Is he making clergy friends and
feeling supported by the Diocesan staff ? How is the family adjusting
to life in the desert? Can he find his way around Tucson? This will be
a convivial afternoon or evening event with a meal, careful listening,
candor, positive observations, and laughter. At the same time, it is an
informal evaluation which identifies and addresses issues before they
become Problems.
The Search Committee and Vestry have done a great job of bringing
you a fine person to be your shepherd and spiritual guide at St. Francis.
Now you have the joy of nourishing his productive ministry among you.
In Christ’s love,

From our Assistant Rector...

The Franciscan Staff

“Above all, maintain constant love for one another…”
1 Peter 4:8
A wise mentor during my years of formation for the priesthood once told me that to be a good priest the most important
thing for you to do is to love your people. If that’s true—and I
think it is—I must have been a good priest here at St. Francis,
because I fell in love with all of you right away. And I have
loved you every day since.
By now, most of you have received the word that I will be
leaving you shortly. If you don’t receive email communications
from the church, then this will be news to you. I indicated at
the beginning of this year that my intention was to stay at St.
Francis after Fr. Dan retired, through the interim period, as you
all searched for a new rector. The search has gone well and has
moved along rather quickly, so there is hope that a new rector
will be on board before the end of the year—perhaps even a
month or more before year’s end. As I saw the search moving along, I felt compelled to start looking for where my next
ministry might be. My efforts produced fruit rather quickly,
and about a month ago I accepted a new position beginning
January 1. Since Doug and I need some time to make some
personal life adjustments before the position starts, I have decided to leave St. Francis on November 1.
I wish that I could tell you at this point where I will be going
next and what I will be doing. I’m not at liberty to share that
right now. But I will let you all know as soon as I am free to. It
should be fairly soon—I promise! Please be patient, knowing
that I cannot break confidences that I’ve been asked to keep.
My heart is heavy as I contemplate leaving St. Francis and
all of you. This, of course, is the price one pays when one opens
one’s heart to another. You are all very dear to me, and I will
carry you in my heart as I follow God’s call into another phase
of my ministry. But I take comfort from the knowledge that
you will all continue to maintain constant love for one another,
as a family in Christ. I know that you will welcome a new
rector with open arms, and, if he or she chooses to hire a new
assistant, that you will shower love on that person the way you
have on me. You are special people.
May God bless you and keep you all. I look forward to these
last weeks with you as part of the St. Francis family, sharing
the love that has grown and deepened between us over these
past three years together.
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Senior Warden’s Notes

As I indicated in my Senior Warden’s Notes in our
two most recent issues of the Franciscan Staff, I recently came across an article in one of the national church
publications, which caught my interest mainly because
the article’s five short stories focused on how we interact with those around us in our everyday lives.
And in a more positive sense, how it is so easy for us
to miss opportunities to have a positive influence on
the lives of friends and strangers. When we take the
lessons learned from these five stories and pair them
with the every-day practice of our most common forms
of stewardship, we achieve a better understanding of
how we can influence the lives of those around us in a
more positive light.
Life’s Third Important Lesson - Always remember
those who serve . . .
In the days when an ice cream sundae cost much less,
a 10-year-old boy entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at
a table. A waitress put a glass of water in front of him.
“How much is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty
cents,” replied the waitress. The little boy pulled his
hand out of his pocket and studied the coins in it. “Well,
how much is a plain dish of ice cream?” he inquired.
By now more people were waiting for a table and the
waitress was growing impatient. “Thirty-five cents,”
she brusquely replied. The little boy again counted his
coins. “I’ll have the plain ice cream,” he said.
The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the
table and walked away. The boy finished the ice cream,
paid the cashier and left. When the waitress came back,
she began to cry as she wiped down the table. There,
placed neatly beside the empty dish, were two nickels
and five pennies.
You see, he couldn’t have the sundae because he had
to have enough left to leave her a tip.
In today’s economy, especially the service sector, we
often find ourselves with opportunities to reward service provided. Personally, I’ve adopted a generous minimum percentage, which I apply to reward the level of
service I expect to receive. My wish is that you have
adopted a similar philosophy by which to reward service received.
The lesson I believe I’ve identified through this story
is the lesson of “expressing gratitude.” My question of
you: is this the lesson you identify with? And does this
also identify as a “stewardship” moment in our lives.
A thought to share with others . . .
“Life isn’t about waiting for the Storm to pass…It’s
about learning to Dance in the Rain”
Wayne North, Senior Warden

On Stewardship

On occasion I follow the blogs posted by the Institute of Faith, Works, and Economics. Just the title of
the organization itself intrigues me – Economics along
side Faith?? And so I read some of the ideas, and enjoy thinking about stewardship from different points of
view. Hugh Whelchel, the Director of IFWE, wrote
in November 2012 that many Christians think about
stewardship as being the budget and the building
programs. And that happened to me recently when I
asked if someone would join the Stewardship Ministry
– the answer was “I don’t know how to raise money.”
Bingo – at one level our first thought is “its all about
the money.” And of course it so much more than that.
It’s about our God-given, irreplaceable resources too –
what we are able to do, offer, assist with (our talents),
and its especially about our time. If we all added up
the amount of time people give to St. Francis and the
many ministries we provide, even at a minimum wage
it could easily equal hundreds of thousands of dollars a
year if we had to pay someone to fulfill our mission of
being Christ’s heart and hands in the world. And we
are able to do so much because of the generosity you
provide in so many ways.
In that November article, four principles of stewardship are enumerated (based on another article by
Bill Peel, as referenced in the IFWE blog). The first
is the Principle of Ownership – who owns what we
have? Who made it possible that we have the knowledge and skills to get all the stuff in our lives? The
second principle is Responsibility. If we are not the
owners and God has given this to us, do we have rights
as owners or responsibilities as stewards of those gifts?
Then there is Principle 3: Accountability. For the most
part, we have been given much and, as the old saying
goes, “much will be expected of us.” At some point, I
believe we will be called to account for how we have
treated others as ourselves, and to account for how we
have spent any riches poured upon us. Lastly is Principle 4: Reward. We are serving as Christ’s heart and
hands in the world. We often don’t expect an earthly
reward. Yet as Matthew 25:21 states “Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come
and share your master’s happiness.”
So for all you have done for St. Francis, thank you.
For all of you who have served, thank you. For all of
you who have shared your resources, thank you.
BrandE Faupell, Stewardship Ministry Chair
3

St. Francis in the Valley
2019 Tour of Homes

Save the Date!

You will want to mark Friday, November 8, 5:30
pm, on your calendar so you won’t miss the annual
St. Francis Gratitude Dinner. And watch for your
annual Estimate of Giving packet, soon to be coming
your way.

Our Tour of Homes is the major fund raising project
for St. Francis Church. Six homes are selected for their
unique or exceptional qualities. Transportation to the
homes is provided by volunteer drivers and, in the Parish
Hall, where our guests buy tickets and register, we serve
light refreshments and provide a wonderful Gourmet
Shop and a Silent Auction. All this is manned by volunteers, who bake, serve, clean up, find items to sell, and
sell tickets to our guests. The profits are donated to area
not-for profits in concert with our Outreach Committee.
Some of the recipients have been Cruzando Fronteras,
Friends in Deed, Green Valley Fire Corps, Community
Food Bank, Green Valley, Reunion House, Youth on
their Own, and Valley Assistance Services.
Our 2020 Tour of Homes, under the leadership of Julie
Reppenhagen, is in the process of assembling the Tour
of Homes Leadership Team and selecting the homes.
The tour will take place on Friday March 6, 2020. If you
know of a home that you think would be an interesting
part of the Tour, please contact Julie (jrepp@snet.net).
Our current Tour of Homes Team members are:
Publicity: Paula Altamirano; Ticket Sales: Cheryl
Tardy-Albin; Treasurer: Deborah Harby; Home Tour
Hosts/Hostesses: Penny Philips and Marie LeRoy;
Photos, Signs, Print materials: Neal Hursh; Transportation: David Dunn; Silent Auction: Sandy Eckstein
and Penelope Williams; Outdoor Signage: Bob Swendrzynski; Home Safety Check: David and Carol Vleck;
Announcers: Reg Kahrimanis and Bob Bates; Kitchen:
Ginny Arundel; Gourmet Table: Mark Eckstein.
If you would like to get involved, please contact Julie
Reppenhagen at jrepp@snet.net . We will begin recruiting for volunteers beginning in November. There are lots
of fun things to do in all the areas, so we look forward
to your help.
Julie Reppenhagen, Chair

Annual
Homecoming Party

Fall approaches and our many parishioners are returning to Green Valley (AKA God’s Country) for the
Winter. So come to the Homecoming Party on Friday,
October 25, at 5 pm in the Parish Hall. We will be having Philly cheese steak, pizza from Two Girls Pizzeria,
grilled hot dogs, and lots of side dishes and, of course,
ice cream sandwiches. What a deal at $12 per person!
Please sign up in the Parish Hall (we also need your
$12 at that time). For more information email Sandy
Eckstein at seckste2@gmail.com.

St. Francis Parish Choir

Parish Choir Rehearsals – Our Fall Choir season has
begun and we are looking for singers in all sections of
the ensemble; if you would like to join this congenial
group, get in touch with Music Director Gerald Near
through the Parish Office (625-1370) or via email at
gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org. Rehearsals are held Thursdays at 2 pm in the Choir Loft.

Outreach

Our Outreach project for October continues to
be collecting gift bags for the elderly for distribution through Valley Assistance Services. If you have a
filled gift bag, now’s the time to bring it in. As always
your donations are very much appreciated.

Mark Your Calendars

On Friday, November 15, the Saint Clare Chapter of
The Order of the Daughters of the King will sponsor
a Quiet Day of reflection on the life and teachings of
Saint Teresa of Avila. All are welcome. Watch the Sunday bulletins for more details, or email judy.turberg@
gmail.com.

Solo Journey Group

Mark your calendars for Friday, October 18, 3 to 6
pm, when we will get together for an open house at
the home of Larry Bear, 742 E. Armor Springs Place.
If you can, bring a hors d’oeuvre to share (wine will be
provided). Please join your fellow solo friends for an
afternoon of enjoyment and conversation. We will also
discuss future gathering plans.

Annual Blessing of Animals

All pets are welcome - and their humans, too (provided they are well behaved). Even if you don’t have an
animal in your life, come and join the fun: Saturday,
October 5, at 10 am in the Church.
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Afternoon Tea

Join us on Sunday, October 13, at
2:30 pm in the Parish Hall for Afternoon Tea with the Bridgers.
The Very Reverend Francis William Bridger is the Dean of Brechin
in the Scottish Episcopal Church
and will address “The Church of
England’s Misstep: How may we
Avoid it?” And The Rev. Helen
Bridger, who is the Associate Rector for Broughty Ferry will share
some of their experience in the
Episcopal Church of Scotland.
Meet our guests and take a break
from everyday cares with an opportunity to relish in simple, sensory delights. We will have handselected teas, finger sandwiches and
delightful treats. Please sign up in
the Parish hall and include a guest
from the community to accompany
you. Monetary donations are being
accepted, if you’d like to contribute.
If you have tea cups and teapots
we can borrow for that day please
bring them into the Parish kitchen
and place them in cabinet so designated. And don’t forget to mark the
bottoms of your donated tea wares.

Lay Eucharistic
Ministers

We are always in need of new
LEMs. Come and participate as a
Lay Eucharistic Minister in this
time-honored tradition, or if you or
a loved one would like to request a
visit, please contact Deacon Becky
Williamson at 480-204-0022 or,
via email, at 1beckyw@cox.net. If
you would like to train to become
a a part of this important ministry
Becky would be happy to train you
and add you to our active visitor list
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October Birthdays

Cheryl Mendoza
Ken Adams
William Holt
Diane McAllister
Ellen Whittlesey
Ellen Sax
Patricia Peissig
Country Wagaman
Ed Hook
Barbara LaBarre
Charlotte Neyland
Nancy McGibbon
Joseph McCarthy
Marion Carlisle
Joe Hickox
Mildred Roach
Judy Sackman
Jim Ratley
Sandy Barnard
Kim Kessing
Stephen Secaur
Karline Varley
Thomasina Reid
Phebe Anderson
Stan Ravine
Mitch Ghoca
Ken Warren
Larry Howell
Judy Bush
Ann Tenpenney
Sophie Luffman
John Duntley
Sandy Eckstein
Robert Long
Sue Moody
David Wright
Becky Williamson
Jim Barnes
Chris Arundell

October Anniversaries

Russ & Helen Symes
Reg & Tamara Kahrimanis
2 Fred & Pris Junggren
11 Christopher & Kristin Green
Pam Hyde & Doug Brozovsky
16 Bob & Mary Beth Bates
17 Bart & Janet DallaMura
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23 Theresa & Gerald Bonser
14 Russ & Kim DeMarco
28 Wally & Helen Mullaly

2019 Parish Statistics
Baptisms

Darrin Dale Hoiland, Jr.
Ric Pike

Deaths
Rod Thompson
Maggie Covert
Nilo Larriva
Bruce Zimmerman
Olive Clapp
John Zimmerman
Leon Adams
Barbara Gonzales
Elizabeth “Betsy” Suter
Russ Symes
Mary Beth Minkley

Transfers In
Ford & Cathy Demming
Carolyn Gates & Will Wiemer
Ken & Angelique Warren
Jack & Barbara Bundy
Michael & Mary Staples

Transfers Out
Robert & Anna Johnson
Jennifer Symons
The Rev. Daniel & Phyllis Messier

Seekers Discussion

The Seekers Group meets each
Thursday at 12:30 pm in the Conference Room. Everyone is welcome at any meeting. For additional information, please call Anne
Charter at 625-9591.

October

Parish Events Only

Saturday, October 12
No Parish events scheduled

Tuesday, October 1
9:00a -Staff Meeting – L
10:30a-Vestry Officers – RO
1:00p -Stephen Ministry – SFR,
		
L, CfR, VR
5:00p -Search Committee – L

Sunday, October 13
8:00a -Holy Eucharist
10:00a -Holy Eucharist
2:30p -Afternoon Tea – PH

Wednesday, October 2
9:00a -Holy Eucharist – Cpl
10:00a -Altar Guild – Cpl

Tuesday, October 15
9:00a -Staff Meeting – L
1:00p -Stephen Ministry – SFR,
		
L, CfR, VR
5:00p -Search Committee – L

Thursday, October 3
9:00a -Cruzando Fonteras – L
		
-Finance Committee – CfR
10:00a -Women’s Group – SFR
10:15a -Centering Prayer – Cpl
12:15p -Seekers Discussion – CfR
2:00p -Parish Choir – Loft
Friday, October 4
8:00a -Bulletins – L
Saturday, October 5
10:00a -Blessing of Animals – Ch
Sunday, October 6
8:00a -Holy Eucharist
10:00a -Holy Eucharist
Monday, October 7
9:00a -Morning Prayer – Cpl
10:00a -Stewardship Mailing – PH
Tuesday, October 8
8:00a -Men’s Group – CfR
9:00a -Telecare – SFR
11:00a -Social Activities – CfR
5:00p -Search Committee – L
6:00p -Vestry – CfR
Wednesday, October 9
9:00a -Holy Eucharist – Cpl
9:30a -DOK – VR
10:00a -Home Tour Cmte – CfR
Thursday, October 10
10:15a -Centering Prayer – Cpl
12:15p -Seekers Discussion – CfR
2:00p -Parish Choir – Loft
Friday, October 11
8:00a -Bulletins – L
7:00p -True Concord Concert

Monday, October 14
9:00a -Morning Prayer – Cpl

Wednesday, October 16
9:00a -Holy Eucharist – Cpl
Thursday, October 17
9:00a -KBI Brkfst Prep – Ktchn
10:00a -Communications – L
		
-Women’s Group – SFR
10:15a -Centering Prayer – Cpl
12:15p -Seekers Discussion – CfR
2:00p -Parish Choir – Loft
Friday, October 18
6:00a -KBI Brkfst Prep – Ktchn
8:00a -Bulletins – L
Saturday, October 19
No Parish events scheduled
Sunday, October 20
8:00a -Holy Eucharist
10:00a -Holy Eucharist
Monday, October 21
9:00a -Morning Prayer – Cpl
10:00a -Outreach – L
Tuesday, October 22
8:00a -Men’s Group – CfR
5:00p -Search Committee – L
Wednesday, October 23
9:00a -Holy Eucharist – Cpl
9:30a -DOK – VR
1:00p -Border Ministry – PH
Thursday, October 24
10:15a -Centering Prayer – Cpl
12:15p -Seekers Discussion – CfR
2:00p -Parish Choir – Loft
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Friday, October 25
8:00a -Bulletins – L
5:00p -Homecoming Party – PH
Saturday, October 26
No Parish events scheduled
Sunday, October 27
8:00a -Holy Eucharist
10:00a -Holy Eucharist
Monday, October 28
9:00a -Morning Prayer – Cpl
Tuesday, October 29
5:00p -Search Committee – L
Wednesday, October 30
9:00a -Holy Eucharist – Cpl
3:00p -Mitzva Day Signup – PH
Thursday, October 31
10:15a -Centering Prayer – Cpl
12:15p -Seekers Discussion – CfR
2:00p -Parish Choir – Loft
		
-Mitzva Day Signups – PH

Calendar Legend

CfR - Conference Room,
L - Library, VR - Vulliamy Room,
PH - Parish Hall,
MR - Meditation Room,
Cpl - Chapel, CR - Classroom,
Ctyd - Courtyard,
MG - Memorial Garden,
SFR - St. Francis Room,
Lby - Labyrinth,
RO - Rector’s Office,
Ktchn - Kitchen

Need a ride to a
Parish Event?

Our St. Francis Men’s Group is
offering rides to those in need of
transportation to Parish events. If
you are unable to provide your own
transport and would like to schedule a ride, please call the Parish Office, 625-1370.

Cruzando
Fronteras

Here’s what’s
needed now
Our diocesan border ministry,
Cruzando Fronteras, is so grateful
for the faithful support it receives
from St. Francis! The list of items
needed for the asylum seekers they
assist has recently changed. Current needs: toilet paper •soaps
•shampoo •razors •bed sheets
•towels •feminine products •diapers (all sizes) •baby wipes •sandals/flip flops •shorts •sneakers
•undergarments (all sizes) •socks
•backpacks •coloring books (child
and adult) •crayons/pens/coloring
pencils/notebooks for ESL class
•peanut butter/jelly •snacks/snack
bars •rice/beans (pinto), cereals,
oatmeal. Could you help provide
some of these? Collection boxes are
in the southeast corner of the Parish Hall.
As always, funds are also a priority need. If you can provide monetary assistance, donate through the
Cruzando Fronteras webpage at
fronteras.azdiocese.org, or drop a
check made out to St. Francis with
“Cruzando Fronteras” in the memo
line in the offering plate or at the
Parish Office.

Home Communion

If you or someone you know
would like to have a home visit
or the Sacrament brought to
you at home, please let Deacon
Becky Williamson know by calling her at 480-204-0022 (or via
email at 1beckyw@cox.net). We
are happy to bring the Sacrament
to those who are ill or to anyone
who cannot attend services for
any reason.

Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry – Have you
given any thought to becoming a
Stephen Minister? Would you like
to explore the basics, the training
or anything else about this vital
ministry?
For more information cantact:
Marybeth Bates (emmymex@yahoo.com or 206-259-0361); Mark
Eckstein (az9261954@gmail.com
or 433-807-2277); Cheryl TardyAlbin (ltybbear1@gmail.com or
520-235-9031); or BrandE Faupell (bfaupell@gmail.com or 435512-0286).

Altar Flowers

Would you like to have flowers
on the altar on a certain Sunday?
Flowers can be given in loving
memory of someone or in thanksgiving for persons or for a special
date and occasion in your life that
you wish to celebrate. Say it with
flowers! Call the Parish Office or
Carol Berg (520-373-5770) with
your request. Donations are $35 for
the flowers.

Prayer Chain

For Prayer Chain requests contact
Jim Ratley at 253-365-5093 or, via
email, at jnjrats@gmail.com.

Spiritual Direction

We are fortunate to have professional individual Spiritual Direction available to us at St. Francis.
For an appointment please call
Charlotte Neyland at 720-2892750.

Recycle

We are able to recycle used ink jet
cartridges at $2 each, realizing over
$600 a year toward office supplies.
Recycle boxes are located in the
Parish Office and just inside the
southwest door of the Parish Hall.
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Reserving
Meeting Time and
Space at Saint Francis

Individuals wishing
to reserve meeting space at
St. Francis and/or discuss
room set-ups should make
those arrangements through
Administrative Assistant Bethel Klein. It is essential your
meeting be logged into the
Master Calendar. If you need
it, be sure to ask for ‘set-up’ and
‘clean-up’ time as part of your
booking.
One week prior to your event
please inventory the pantry next
to the kitchen and let Bethel know if there are enough
supplies to meet your needs. A
parishioner usually shops for us
twice a month. Thanks for your
help and cooperation.

Getting Your Event into
Parish Publications

Sunday Bulletin notices
should be given to the Parish
Administrator by noon the
Tuesday prior to the Sunday
you wish the notice to appear.
Notices should be in written
form and sent via email
whenever possible.
Franciscan Staff material
should be given to the Parish
Administrator No Later Than
the 10th of the month preceding
publication.

Address Changes

Please let us know if your
e-mail address, street address,
zip code or telephone number
changes. Get in touch with
Deborah Harby in the Parish
Financial Office to update your
information for our records.

St. Francis-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church
600 South La Cañada Drive
Green Valley AZ 85614
Address Service Requested

Annual Homecoming Party

October 25
at 5 pm
See announcement inside for details.
Don’t miss it!

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
Paid
Green Valley AZ
Permit No. 9

