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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those

who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 
coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.

Organ Prelude	 	 Alexandre Guilmant, 1837-1911
Deux Strophes sur l’Hymne: ‘Veni Creator Spiritus,’

Opening Hymn 516
1. Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

2. O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;

and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, 

the while my path illuming.

3. And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,

till Love create a place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Alleluia. Christ is risen.
	 People 		  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending 
to them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a 

right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles (2:1-21).
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusa-
lem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and aston-
ished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languag-
es we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
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But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”	
		  Reader  The Word of the Lord.
		  People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (104:25-35, 37) Please respond after the asterisk.
	 25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
		  in wisdom you have made them all; the 	
		  earth is full of your creatures.

	 26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with 	
		  its living things too many to number, *
		  creatures both small and great.

	 27 There move the ships, and there is that 	
		  Leviathan, * which you have made for 		
		  the sport of it.

	 28 All of them look to you *
		  to give them their food in due season.

	 29 You give it to them; they gather it; * you 	
		  open your hand, and they are filled with 	
		  good things.

	 30 You hide your face, and they are terri-		
		  fied; * you take away their breath, and 	
		  they die and return to their dust.

	 31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are 	
		  created; * and so you renew the face of 	
		  the earth.

	 32 May the glory of the Lord endure for 		
		  ever; * may the Lord rejoice in all his 		
		  works.

	 33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
		  he touches the mountains and they 		
		  smoke.

	 34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
		  I will praise my God while I have my 		
		  being.

	 35 May these words of mine please him; *
		  I will rejoice in the Lord.

	 37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * Hallelujah!

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (12:3b-13).

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties 
of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
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1. Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove,
with light and comfort from above;

be thou our guardian, thou our guide;
o’er every thought and step preside.

2. The light of truth to us display,
and make us know and choose thy way;

plant holy fear in every heart,
that we from thee may ne’er depart.

3. Lead us to Christ, the living Way,
nor let us from his precepts stray;

lead us to holiness, the road
that we must take to dwell with God.

4. Lead us to heaven, that we may share
fullness of joy for ever there;
lead us to God, our final rest,
to be with him for ever blest.

all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each 
one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 512

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to John (20:19-23).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier



5

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 Leader	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
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			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory	 	 Andreas Armsdorff, 1670-99

Come, Holy Ghost
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
	 Celebrant		 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 		
				    thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
				    Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of Christ’s true promise, 
				    the 	Holy Spirit came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, 
				    to teach 	them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many 		
				    tongues in 	the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the
				    power to serve 	you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel
				    to all nations.
				    Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
				    Archangels 	and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
				    sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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				         Celebrant and  People  
				    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
				    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
			       Hosanna in the highest. 
				    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
			       Hosanna in the highest. 
			        The people stand, sit,  or kneel.
	 Celebrant		 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
				    you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
				    be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
				    and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these
				    last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
				    the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have 
				    delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
				    In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
				    into righteousness, out of death into life. 
				         The Celebrant continues
				    On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; 		
				    and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
				    disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
				    Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
				    After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given
				    thanks, 	he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 		
				    Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 		
				    forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 		
				    of me.” 
				    Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
				         Celebrant and People 
				    We remember Christ’s death, 
				    We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
				    We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
				         The Celebrant continues 
				    And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
				    O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
				    and this wine. 
				    We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
				    that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
				    of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through 	
					    whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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				    In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
				    and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Francis and all your 	
				    saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through 	
				    Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 	
				    Church, and the author of our salvation. 
				    By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
				    all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
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1. Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
with all thy quickening powers;

kindle a flame of sacred love
in these cold hearts of ours.

2. See how we trifle here below,
fond of these earthly toys;

our souls, how heavily they go,
to reach eternal joys.

3. In vain we tune our formal songs,
in vain we strive to rise:

hosannas languish on our tongues,
and our devotion dies.

4. Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
with all thy quickening powers;

come, shed abroad a Savior’s love,
and that shall kindle ours.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 510

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Organist this morning
David Mancini-Conway is at the organ this 

morning. 

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 G.F. Handel, arr. D.A. de Silva

Gigue in F Major

This Week at St. Francis
Monday	 Parish Offices closed
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl
Wednesday, 10a	 DOK, Conference Room

Loving Our Neighbors
The Loving Our Neighbors committee 
will be distributing Diocesan Give Back Dol-
lars this week. The Sahuarita Food Bank, Sis-
ter Jose Women’s Shelter, and Community 
Food Bank Green Valley, will each receive 
$500. In addition, Community Food Bank 
Green Valley will receive $265 from Parish 
donations. Thank you Parishioners!
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Grief Support Group                  
St. Francis is sponsoring a Grief Support 

Group starting on June 2, 2026. It will run 
five consecutive Tuesdays from 1:30 to 3:30 
pm. Jeannie North, a Bereavement Counselor 
for thirty years, will be facilitating the group. 
If you are experiencing a loss and are inter-
ested in attending this group, please call the 
Parish Office (520-625-1370) to register.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwafel, 
Linda Ravenelle, Bob Hutson, Jerry Loun-
sberry, Bonnie Haifley, Isaac Garcia, Tomi 
Adams, Stephen North, Connie Nord, Paul 
Deysenroth, Elaine Deysenroth, Clark Ad-
ams, Ken Mattson, Lee Parks, Joyce Davison, 
Neal Hursh, Barbara Hook, Terry Bonser, 
Enrique P. Gonzales, Penne Williams, Betty 
Johnson, Rodger Babnew. Pray for those who 
have died.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

The month of June will be designated Un-
dies Sundays. We will be asking for dona-
tions of new, unopened packages of ladies 
underwear for Sister Jose’s Women’s Shelter. 
(New underwear is a high priority request.)
There will be a collection receptacle in the 
Parish Hall in June.
The committee is taking on a new project. 
We will be gifting $1,250 to Imago Dei School 
for its 63 students to order 3 books each of 
their choice for summer reading. Also, there 
will be money left over for the school to pur-
chase props for Shakespeare’s play Romeo 
and Juliet. The students perform the play at 
the end of summer school.
We will also be allocating $1,250 to  pur-
chase books for Literacy Connects. This 
program provides reading support for Title 1 
schools in Pima County, that have requested 
the program for their school. The students 
are given a new book to keep after their read-
ing session. 

The funds for these two projects will come 
from the generous anonymous donation to 
Loving Our Neighbors from a parishioner. 
Thank you!  Rena Robbins

Boutique Closing May 31
The Boutique will be closing for the sum-

mer at the end of May, so now is the time 
to find those gifts you may need for your 
special friends or family over the summer 
months. You will want to take advantage of 
the unique, discounted items that are avail-
able, especially the beautiful jewelry and as-
sorted items made by our very own Parish-
ioners. And remember, when you shop in the 
Boutique, you are supporting the Church as 
all profits go to the Rector’s Discretionary 
Fund. Come see us after the 9 o’clock service.  
Jylene Wright
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St. Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

600 South La Cañada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614

520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz

Music & Liturgy Notes
The great twentieth-century English com-

poser Ralph Vaughan Williams (first name 
pronounced ‘Raif,’ for reasons only the Brits 
understand) wrote—in addition to nine 
symphonies—a great deal of sacred music, 
including several hymn tunes that have be-
come standard fare in the Anglophone world. 
The reason for that is simple: they are great 
tunes: as great as any ever produced in any 
age in the history of music. Our Hymnal con-
tains a couple dozen, at least, of RVW’s origi-
nal tunes (e.g. Nos. 175, 287, 435, and 516, 
our Opening Hymn this morning) as well as 
some of his incomparable harmonizations of 
pre-existing melodies (e.g. Nos. 78, 400). 

In 1906 Vaughan Williams took on the 
editorship of The English Hymnal, a land-
mark publication of the Oxford University 
Press, which greatly influenced other books 
of hymns, including the Episcopal Hymnal 
1940, the Preface of which states that ‘the 
Oxford University Press in particular has 
rendered assistance of quite incalculable im-
portance.’ The Hymnal 1940 has in turn—
according to the Preface of our current Hym-
nal (The Hymnal 1982)—‘served as a model 
for a number of hymnals produced since the 
middle of the twentieth century.’ 

In his Preface to the first edition of The 
English Hymnal Vaughan Williams rather 
boldly states that “the usual argument in 
favor of bad music is that the fine tunes are 
doubtless ‘musically correct,’ but that the 
people want ‘something simple.’ Now the ex-
pression ‘musically correct’ has no meaning; 
the only ‘correct’ music is that which is beau-
tiful and noble.” He goes on to say that ‘it is 
indeed a moral rather than a musical issue,’ 
and that ‘it ought no longer to be true any-
where that the most exalted moments of a 

church-goer’s week are associated with mu-
sic that would not be tolerated in any place 
of secular entertainment.’ 

Needless to say, the music associated with 
‘secular entertainment’ in 1906 was vastly 
different than that which prevails in our own 
day. And, it should be remembered, secu-
lar entertainment includes everything from 
symphony and chamber music to opera and 
oratorio, i.e. so-called ‘classical’ music heard 
in the concert hall. (Those musical catego-
ries are thought by many to be just for an 
intellectual elite; but musicians performing 
and writing today would beg to differ: great 
music is for everyone, they will tell you. Mo-
zart had the same idea.)

Some of the greatest sacred works intend-
ed for the liturgy of the Church—for instance 
the masses of Mozart and Haydn—are nowa-
days relegated to the concert hall, a place of 
‘secular entertainment’ where, at least, peo-
ple have an opportunity to hear them. Gerald


