
Saint Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

Green Valley, Arizona

The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch, Rector
The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon

The Rev. Linda Hutson, Deacon

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

25 August 2024

Organ Prelude	 Flor Peeters, 1903-86
			   Two Preludes: O worship the King; God Himself is present	
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 48

1. O day of radiant gladness,
O day of joy and light,

O balm of care and sadness,
most beautiful, most bright;
this day the high and lowly,
through ages joined in tune,

sing, “Holy, holy, holy,”
to the great God Triune.

2. This day at the creation,
the light first had its birth;
this day for our salvation

Christ rose from depths of earth;
this day our Lord victorious
the Spirit sent from heaven,

and thus this day most glorious
a triple light was given.

3. This day, God’s people meeting,
his Holy Scripture hear;

his living presence greeting,
through Bread and Wine made near.

We journey on, believing,
renewed with heavenly might,

from grace more grace receiving
on this blest day of light.

4. That light our hope sustaining,
we walk the pilgrim way,

at length our rest attaining,
our endless Sabbath day.

We sing to thee our praises,
O Father, Spirit, Son;

the Church her voice upraises
to thee, blest Three in One.



2

	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father,
    	 Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

      have mercy on us;
   you are seated at the right hand of the 	
   Father:
       receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
	 People 		  Glory to God for ever and ever.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis Deo

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 God be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect of the Day

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by 
your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory 

of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Please be seated.
	 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Joshua (24:1-2a, 14-18).

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.”
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continued

	 15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the 		
		  righteous, * and his ears are open to 	
		  their cry.

	 16 The face of the Lord is against those 	
		  who do evil, * to root out the remem-	
		  brance of them from the earth.

	 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears 	
		  them * and delivers them from all 		
		  their troubles.

	 18 The Lord is near to the brokenheart-	
		  ed * and will save those whose spirits 	
		  are crushed.

	 19 Many are the troubles of the righ-		
		  teous, * but the Lord will deliver him 	
		  out of them all.

	 20 He will keep safe all his bones; * not 	
		  one of them shall be broken.

	 21 Evil shall slay the wicked, * and those 	
		  who hate the righteous will be pun-		
		  ished.

	 22 The Lord ransoms the life of his ser-	
		  vants, * and none will be punished 		
		  who trust in him.

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 
serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in 
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 
God.”				  
	 Reader  The Word of the Lord.

				    People   Thanks be to God.
The Psalm (34:15-22) Please respond at the half-verse

The Second Lesson
	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (6:10-20).

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle 
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authori-
ties, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the 
breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when 
I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of 
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the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, 
as I must speak.		
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.

				    People   Thanks be to God.	
Gradual Hymn 408

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,

the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation;

with healing balm my soul he fills,
and every faithless murmur stills:

to God all praise and glory.

2. What God’s almighty power hath made,
his gracious mercy keepeth;

by morning glow or evening shade
his watchful eye ne’er sleepeth.

Within the kingdom of his might,
lo! All is just and all is right:
to God all praise and glory.

3. Let all who name Christ’s holy Name
give God all praise and glory;

let all who know his power proclaim
aloud the wondrous story!

Cast each false idol from its throne,
the Lord is God, and he alone:

to God all praise and glory.
The Gospel (Please stand as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to John (6:56-69).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so who-

ever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heav-
en, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats 
this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the 
synagogue at Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, 
said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is use-
less. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there 
are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones 
that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, 
“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by 
the Father.”
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Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter an-
swered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

		  Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
		  People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon  The Rev. Ted Holt
The Affirmation of Faith (from A New Zealand Prayer Book)

You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose over-arches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitly generous,
     good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
     your love for us in Jesus Christ,
     who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.

	 The Prayers of the People The People may stand, sit, or kneel
	 (after each petition, there will be a pause to allow people to add their own prayers)

	   Leader   I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Michael our 		
  presiding Bishop; Sean our presiding Bishop-Elect, Jennifer our Bishop; for this
gathering and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; for the leaders and
those in authority in every nation of the world; and for the well-being of all
people. Pray for wisdom, justice and peace.
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those
in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble.
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that
they may find and be found by God.
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I ask your prayers for those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended. Pray for our enemies and those whom we have harmed.
I ask your prayers for this good earth, that we respect God’s creation and work
to preserve and protect its bountiful resources. Pray for our earnest care of
creation.
I invite you to add your own petitions.
I invite your own thanksgivings.

	 Leader  We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral home-		
	 lands we gather: 
	 People  We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham (thaw-naw   		
	 awe-thumb), as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make 			
	 their home here today.

Celebrant  O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people;
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who
turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give
glory, in Trinity of Persons and singleness of Divinity, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins to God.
Together	 God of all mercy,
		  we confess that we have sinned against you,
		  opposing your will in our lives.
		  We have denied your goodness in each other,
		       in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
		  We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
		       the evil we have done,
		       and the evil done on our behalf.
		  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
		  through our Savior Jesus Christ,
		  that we may abide in your love
		  and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution
Priest  	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
		  through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
		  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
	 Celebrant		  The peace of God be always with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
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The Offertory Sentence
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;

bring offerings and come into his courts. (Psalm 96:8)
At the Offertory	 From God I will not turn	 D. Buxtehude, 1637-1707
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant		 God our refuge and our strength, receive all we offer you this day,
				    and through the death and resurrection of your Son transform us to his
				    likeness. We ask this in his name. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (from Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 2)
	 Celebrant  	The Lord be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant	 We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
		       		    source of life abundant.
			   From before time you made ready the creation.
			   Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
		       		  sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
			   You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
			   But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
		       		  and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
			   Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
			   And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
		       		  in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
		       		  lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:
	 Together	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
			   heaven and earth are full of your glory.
		       		  Hosanna in the highest.
			   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
		       		  Hosanna in the highest.
	 Celebrant		  Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
			   To deliver us from the power of sin and death
		       		  and to reveal the riches of your grace,
		       		  you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
		       		  that she might conceive and bear a son,
		       		  Jesus the holy child of God.
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			   Living among us, Jesus loved us.
			   He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
		       		  healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
			   He yearned to draw all the world to himself
		       		  yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
			   Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
		       		  the sacrifice of his life,
		       		  and to be glorified by you.
			   On the night before he died for us,
		       		  Jesus was at table with his friends.
			   He took bread, gave thanks to you,
		       		  broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
			   “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
			   Do this for the remembrance of me.”
			   As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
			   Again, he gave thanks to you,
		       		  gave it to them, and said:
			   “Drink this, all of you:
			   This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
		       		  which is poured out for you and for all
		       		  for the forgiveness of sins.
			   Whenever you drink it,
		       		  do this for the remembrance of me.”
			   Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
		       		  and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
		       		  who was and is and is to come,
		       		  we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
		       		  and ourselves, a living sacrifice.	
			   Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
		       		  that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
			   Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
		       		  and make us your new creation,
		      		   the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
			   In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints,
		       		  from every tribe and language and people and nation,
		       		  to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
			   Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
		      		   in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
		       		  to you be honor, glory, and praise,
		       		  for ever and ever.  AMEN.
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	 Celebrant	 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your Name,
  your kingdom come,
  your will be done
    on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

  as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
  and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours,
  now and for ever.  Amen.

At the Breaking of the Bread
				    The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
	 Celebrant		  We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
	 People		  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
	 Celebrant		  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing only, 
simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would like 
personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of the 
King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by All)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 
blood. We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		  Let us pray.
	 Together		  God of abundance, you have fed us
					     with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
					     you have united us with Christ and one another;
					     you have made us one with all your people
					     in heaven and on earth.
				    Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
					     that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
					     and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Blessing
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Social Activities Upcoming Events
Summer Movie Nights: On Friday, August 

30, we will be watching Calendar Girls at 5 
pm in the Parish Hall. A signup sheet is avail-
able in the Parish Hall on Sundays, or you 
may call the Parish Office (520-625-1370) 
during the week to make a reservation. And 
don’t forget your potluck delight to share.

Looking ahead: on Friday September 27, 
Gerald Near will be presenting our Musical 
Potluck Movie, and on Friday, October 11, 
we’ll be having our Welcome Back BBQ to 
kick off our fall activities.  

If you’d like to help out with any of our 
activities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@
gmail.com  or Julie Reppenhagen at jrepp@
snet.net. SAT looks forward to seeing you all.

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. If you would like to 
know more about the Parish, please speak 
with Fr. Warren after the service or get in 
touch with him via email (frwarren@stfran-
cisgvaz.org). Please take a moment to fill out 
a visitor card and hand it to an usher, greeter, 
or one of the clergy, or place it in the offering 
basket. We would love to hear from you. 

Today
Our Celebrant this morning is The Rev. 

Judith Turberg, and our preacher is Fr. Ted 
Holt. Sophia Witte, our Handbell Ensemble 
Director, is at the organ.

1. We all are one in mission,
we all are one in call,

our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.

A single, great commission
compels us from above

to plan and work together
that all may know Christ’s love.

2. We all are called for service
to witness in God’s name.

Our ministries are diff ’rent,
our purpose is the same:

to touch the lives of others
by God’s surprising grace,

so people of all nations may feel
God’s warm embrace.

3. We all behold one vision,
a stark reality;

the steward of salvation
was nailed upon a tree.
Yet resurrected Justice

gives rise that we may share
free reconciliation

and hope amid despair.

4. Now let us be united
and let our song be heard.

Now let us be a vessel
for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission,

we all are one in call,
Our varied gifts united

by Christ, the Lord of all.

Closing Hymn 778  Wonder Love and Praise hymnal

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 Paul O. Manz, 1919-2009

God of Grace
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News from your A/V Team…
We have completed the test of a hearing as-

sist system (LISTEN) which may be of bene-
fit to those with difficulty hearing the ser-
vice.  Persons with hearing aids that Do Not 
have the Loop technology and those without 
hearing aids may benefit from this.  Only four 
persons can be accommodated at this time.  
If you are interested in trying this, please 
stop by the sound booth prior to the service 
(no later than 8:50 am) and check one out.  
You will be given a receiver and an ear piece 
and instructed on the operation.  At the close 
of the service you will need to return these 
items to the soundboard.

Festival of Trees
Planning for the 2024 Festival of Trees De-

cember 6, 7, and 8, hosted by St. Francis is 
well under way. And what an exciting event it 
is going to be. Dozens of Christmas trees dec-
orated by community organizations and 
businesses will be on display—out front, in 
the courtyard, the Parish Hall, along the back 
walkway, and maybe even inside the church 
itself—for everyone in the community to en-
joy.

Why is this such an important event for St. 
Francis? Simply put, it is a way of living into 
our mission of being Christ’s heart and hands 
in the world. Our mission not only urges us 
to go out into the world, but it also urges us 
to bring the world to us. And what better way 
than a family-focused event celebrating the 
magic and miracle of Christmas and inviting 
the community to join us. It also offers so 
many opportunities for parishioners to work 
together, much as the Tour of Homes did. 
Tommy and Craig Reid are coordinating the 
Festival so if you want to help, or want more 
information about how you can be help, give 

This Week at St. Francis 
Tuesday, 1 p	 Library Cmte, Library
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Friday, 5p	 Movie Night, 
	 Parish Hall

Deacon Intern
We welcome our new Intern to the Diacon-

ate, Barbara Lopes, who begins her Intern-
ship with St. Francis on September 8 and 
will remain with us for 6 months. A lifelong 
traveler, Barbara’s career in non-profit man-
agement has taken her across the country as 
well as to Europe and Asia. Retired in 2010, 
she and her husband sold their house and hit 
the road in an RV. Their roving craft ministry 
brought classes to scattered congregations 
and traveling retirees. Most of the items, ted-
dy bears and greeting cards, were donated to 
local churches and non-profits.

In 2018, her husband’s failing health cur-
tailed their travels and they settled in Ben-
son, AZ, worshipping at St. Raphael Epis-
copal/ELCA Lutheran. Following his death, 
Barbara became more active in the life of the 
church; first as Bishop’s Warden and most 
recently discerning for the Diaconate. She is 
entering into the life of St Francis with en-
thusiasm and looks forward to hearing the 
story of your journey. Deacon Becky

 Huge Book Sale
October 4-6

Cleanse your shelves of all the books you 
no longer need or want (time to get rid of 
“I’m okay, You’re okay”) and bring them to St. 
Francis to be included in our next, big book 
sale. Drop your donations off in the Parish 
Hall on Sunday or during regular office hours 
during the week (9 am until Noon, Monday 
through Thursday).
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Tommy a call at (520) 288-9393 or email her 
at ctreid83@gmail.com.

A Catechism of Creation
An Episcopal Understanding

Bishop Jennifer Reddall is encouraging a fo-
cus on creation care.  What does it mean to 
“care for creation”?  It means that Christians 
are commissioned to model for all human-
kind how to love and serve this earth, the 
part of the creation upon which we dwell.  
The Green Team is a grassroots group of peo-
ple that model and teach practical skills to 
live in harmony with the environment by re-
ducing, reusing and recycling.  

A way to practice creation care is to reduce 
paper waste by sharing bulletins. If you are 
comfortable with using the hymnals and 
Book of Common Prayer that’s also a possi-
bility. “Do your little bit of good where you 
are, it’s those little bits of good put together 
that overwhelm the world.” Desmond Tutu

Heart & Hands Ministries                                                                                              
Sister Jose’s Women’s Shelter: The 

shelter accepts donations of sneakers as well 
as unused hotel-sized personal items. Wom-
en not staying at the shelter can also go to 
the shelter to shower, wash their clothes and 
have a meal. Follow the expansion project 
which is adding more rooms, bathrooms and 
expanded dining room on their Facebook 
and Instagram sites. Money donations are al-
ways welcome.
Food Banks: For August he food bank is 

requesting canned/dry beans, pasta and 
pasta sauce (no glass, please), rice, cereal, 
mac & cheese, and chili . You can deposit your 
donations in the boxes outside the Parish 
Hall, one at the front door and another at the 
south door near the Chapel. Your offerings 

will be blessed on the first Sunday of each 
month.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotion booklets for August, Sep-

tember, and October 2024 are now available 
in the Parish Hall and Parish Office.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, at jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:  

Henry Witte, Bob Vint, Sr., Kelly Davis, San-
dra Findley, Shirley Underwood, Frank 
Brown, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead, 
Elaine & Paul Deysenroth, Jean Schwafel, Ja-
son Camp,  Roger Williams, Ellen Sax, Joshua 
& Chaya Hexter, Jim Ravenelle, The Rev. Pat 
Kirk, Ann Zublin, Bob Hutson, Haley Hutson, 
Stephen North, Will, Carolyn, Jerry Loun-
sberry, Mike Kuebler, Sue, Bonnie Haifley, 
MaryBeth Bates, Bobbi Tucker.

Remembering those who have died: pray 
for the deceased.


