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Organ Prelude	 	 Marcel Dupré, 1886-1971
How fair and pleasant art thou

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 410

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

2. Praise him for his grace and favor
to his people in distress;

praise him still the same as ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness.

3. Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hand he gently bears us,

rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Widely yet his mercy flows.

4. Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross 
that he might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who 

glory in the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and 
follow him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of Exodus (32:7-14).
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside 
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of 
a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I 
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.”
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with 
evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to con-
sume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your 
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I 
will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 
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	 1 	 Have mercy on me, O God, according to 	
		  your loving-kindness; * in your great 		
		  compassion blot out my offenses.

	 2 	 Wash me through and through from 		
		  my wickedness * and cleanse me from 	
		  my sin.

	 3 	 For I know my transgressions, * and 		
		  my sin is ever before me.

	 4 	 Against you only have I sinned * and 		
		  done what is evil in your sight.

	 5 	 And so you are justified when you 		
		  speak * and upright in your judgment.

	 6 	 Indeed, I have been wicked from my 		
		  birth, * a sinner from my mother’s 		
		  womb.

	 7 	 For behold, you look for truth deep 		
		  within me, * and will make me under-	
		  stand wisdom secretly.

	 8 	 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be 		
		  pure; * wash me, and I shall be clean 		
		  indeed.

	 9 	 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
		  that the body you have broken may 		
		  rejoice.

	 10 Hide your face from my sins * and blot 	
		  out all my iniquities.

	 11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
		  and renew a right spirit within me.

And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 
people.			 
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
		    People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (51:1-11) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy (1:12-17).

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged 
me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphem-
er, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted 
ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 
But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come 
to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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1. The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his,
and he is mine for ever.

2. Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;

thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

5. Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6. And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.

Gradual Hymn 646

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Luke (15:1-10).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.”
So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found 
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
	 Reader  The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
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only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form III) The people may stand, sit, or kneel
		  The Leader and People pray responsively
    	 Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
    	 That we all may be one.
    	 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
    	 humbly serve you;
    	 That your Name may be glorified by all people.
    	 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
    	 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
    	 Sacraments.
    	 We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
    	 of the world;
    	 That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
    	 Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
    	 That our works may find favor in your sight.
    	 Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
   	  trouble;
    	 That they may be delivered from their distress.
    	 Give to the departed eternal rest;
    	 Let light perpetual shine upon them.
    	 We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
    	 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
    	 Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
    		  Silence  (The People may add their own petitions.)
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	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral
homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
their home here today.

    	 The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
The Confession of Sin

	 The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory		  Robert J. Powell,1932-2025

Ayre
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A)
	 Celebrant  	The Lord be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
	 (Celebrant) It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
	 and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
	 Creator of heaven and earth.
	 Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the
	 week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
	 resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
    	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
    	 Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
    	 sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
	 Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
	 The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

    	 Celebrant 		 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together	 Our Father, who art in heaven…
		     	   …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing 
only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would 
like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of 
the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Almighty and everliving God,
				    we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
				    of the most precious Body and Blood
				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
				    and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
				    that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
				    and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
				    And now, Father, send us out
				    to do the work you have given us to do,
				    to love and serve you
				    as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
				    To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
				    be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 708

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need thy tender care;

in thy pleasant pastures feed us;
for our use thy folds prepare.
Blessèd Jesus! Blessèd Jesus!

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

2. Early let us seek thy favor,
early let us learn thy will;

do thou, Lord, our only Savior,
with thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessèd Jesus! Blessèd Jesus!

Thou hast loved us: love us still.
The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 Paul O. Manz, 1919–2009

Lift high the cross
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tember 26, at 5 pm with Gerald‘s secret musi-
cal (one of the greatest of all; any guesses?). 
Plan to join the fun and bring your favorite 
potluck salad, vegetable, main dish or des-
sert. The potlucks are held in the Parish Hall. 
Signup during coffee hour this morning or in 
the Parish Office during the week; and bring 
some friends along, too!

On Friday, October 24, St. Francis will again 
be presenting a Trunk or Treat event for 
the families in our area. We will have kid’s 
games, food trucks, spooky decorations and 
decorated car trunks filled will treats for the 
children. The SAT team will begin collect-
ing candy to distribute starting September 
14, in the Parish Hall (look for the witch’s 
feet). We also are recruiting vehicles to be 
owner-decorated as spookily as possible. 
(Trunk Decoration kits will be available for 
purchase at the SAT table in October.) And, 
of course, we’ll need lots of volunteers to set 
up, to help run the children’s games, and to 
just be a part of the fun. Signup at the SAT 
table in October.

And a sneak peek ahead: our Welcome 
Back BBQ will be Friday, November 14, from 
3 to 6 pm, and our St. Nicholas Day Cookie 
Swap and Party is planned for Saturday, De-
cember 6, from 3 to 5 pm.

Have a Happy Fall and plan to join us for 
some fun activities.

Bible Study
Mike Kuebler will be leading a Bible Study 

starting Tuesday, October 7 and running 
through Tuesday, November 18. The class 
will cover the Gospel of Luke and the Book 
of Acts. Classes will be held in the Parish Hall 
starting at 10:30 am and ending at Noon 
each Tuesday. You can call Mike at 520-907-
7204 if you have any questions. To enroll in 
the class, email Megan McAllister (megan@

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Blessing of Animals
Our annual Blessing of Animals service 

is set for Sunday, October 5, at 1 pm in the 
Church. All are invited; no pet too small or 
too big. Following the service—at approxi-
mately 2 pm—we are offering a brief ser-
vice at the Pet Ossuary for parishioners and 
friends who would like to inter ashes of be-
loved pets lost during the year. The service 
is open to the public, so invite your friends 
(and their pets) to attend.

Saturday Eucharist
Our next Saturday afternoon Holy Eucha-

rist will be celebrated in the Chapel, Septem-
ber 20 at 4 pm.

	 This Week at St. Francis
Monday, 10a	 Heart & Hands,
	 Meeting Room 2
Tuesday, 9a	 Men’s Group, Conf Rm
Tuesday, 9a	 Praying for Peace,
	 St. Francis Room
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Saturday, 4p	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel

Fall Social Activities
Fall is coming and the Social Activity Com-

mittee is busy planning for some fun. Our 
Friday Night Movie Potluck season ends Sep-
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jandvremillard@gmail.com; or 814-410-5084
Sr. Jose’s Women’s Shelter is in need of 

summer shorts and athletic shoes. The shel-
ter also accepts donations of small packets 
of personal hygiene products such as tooth-
paste and deodorant. You can drop off these 
items in the box in the donations room off the 
Parish Hall. In addition, for other donations 
to the shelter online, go to sisterjose.org/gift 
to view their wish list which includes a list of 
items one can donate as well as direct access 
to items on their Amazon wish list.
Recycle opportunities: Eye glasses and 

printer ink cartridges—containers are on 
the counter in the Parish Hall after church. 
Cardboard can be recycled at the Sahuarita 
Food Bank at the Good Sheperd Church on La 
Cañada Drive.

Flower Power
A new chart will be available in the Parish 

Hall for those of you who would like to make 
a gift of flowers for the altar. The suggested 
donation is $35. Also, we are looking to re-
establish the Flower Guild—people who like 
to arrange flowers for the Sunday service 
and people who would distribute them to 
designated persons after the service. If you 
are interested in this ministry, please contact 
Judy Turberg (judy.turberg@gmail.com, 714-
504-3798).  The chart will also be in the Par-
ish Office during the week.

stfrancisgvaz.org). Please include your name, 
email address, and telephone number.	

Prison Ministry
September is Prison Awareness Month 

in the Diocese of Arizona. In keeping with 
maintaining awareness we will be sponsor-
ing a discussion group on the topic of corpo-
rations involved in ‘for profit prisons.’ Please 
stop by the Prison Ministry table for more in-
formation and to sign-up for the group. Rena 
Robbins

Heart and Hands
The Heart and Hands committee is begin-

ning its monthly meetings on Monday, Sep-
tember 15, at 10 am in the Parish Hall. The 
committee is an assembly of people—each 
with a passion for a separate mission. All are 
welcome to bring your passion and mission 
to the meeting.
Community Food Bank at Green Val-

ley: For September, the Food Bank is re-
questing canned/dry beans, pasta and pasta 
sauce (no glass, please), rice, cereal, mac & 
cheese, and chili. You can deposit your dona-
tions in the boxes inside the Parish Hall, one 
at the front door and another at the south 
door near the Chapel.
Sahuarita Food Bank: In the true Fran-

ciscan spirit, the most important donation 
we can give is our time. The staff at the Sa-
huarita Food Bank will give a tour, then in-
vite you to work a shift. The staff will help 
form a schedule that suits your needs. A few 
tasks: stuff envelopes; cleaning crew in late 
afternoon/evenings; food distribution on 
Wednesday; front desk greeters; assist cli-
ents in choosing groceries; restock shelves—
to name just a few volunteer opportunities. 
If you are interested, let Rena or me know 
and we will set up a tour. Joyce Remillard, 
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Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for August, Sep-

tember, and October 2025, are now available 
in the Parish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Shirley Underwood, Frank 
Brown, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead, 
Elaine & Paul Deysenroth, Jean Schwafel, 
Joshua & Chaya Hexter, Jim Ravenelle, Bob 
Hutson, Haley Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Sue, 
Bonnie Haifley, Eva Jenkins, Joanne Wolfe 
Sprague, Marion Lewald, Jill Lebar, Isaac 
Garcia, Tomi Adams, Stephen North, Rick 
Johnson, Jill Mulligan, Connie Nord, Joe & 
Kathleen Chidester, Ellen Vanbuskirk, Mary 
Norman.

Remembering those who have died: Ste-
phen Secaur


