
Saint Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

Green Valley, Arizona

The Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch, Rector
The Rev. Nelson Mendoza, Curate

The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

5 September 2021

Organ Prelude 
Welcome and Introduction
Opening Hymn 1

1. Father, we praise thee, now the night is over,
active and watchful, stand we all before thee;

singing we offer prayer and meditation:
thus we adore thee.

2. Monarch of all things, fit us for thy mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;

bring us to heaven, where thy saints united
joy without ending.

3. All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit,
Trinity blessèd, send us thy salvation;

thine is the glory, gleaming and resounding
through all creation.

The Opening Sentence
 Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
    Amen.
 Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
    through Christ our Lord.
 People  Amen.
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Gloria in excelsis Deo
 Glory to God in the highest,
         and peace to his people on earth.
     Lord God, heavenly King,
    almighty God and Father,
         we worship you, we give you thanks,
         we praise you for your glory.
     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
     Lord God, Lamb of God,
     you take away the sin of the world:
         have mercy on us;
     you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
         receive our prayer.
     For you alone are the Holy One,
     you alone are the Lord,
     you alone are the Most High,
         Jesus Christ,
         with the Holy Spirit,
         in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
 People  And also with you.
 Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Collect of the Day

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make 

their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson
 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (35:4-7a).

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
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1  Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my   
 soul! * I will praise the Lord as long  
 as I live; I will sing praises to my God  
 while I have my being.

2  Put not your trust in rulers, nor in   
 any child of earth, *
 for there is no help in them.

3  When they breathe their last, they   
 return to earth, *
 and in that day their thoughts perish.

4  Happy are they who have the God of  
 Jacob for their help! *
 whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5  Who made heaven and earth, the   
 seas, and all that is in them; *
 who keeps his promise for ever;

6  Who gives justice to those who are   
 oppressed, *
 and food to those who hunger.

7  The Lord sets the prisoners free;
 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;  
 * the Lord lifts up those who are   
 bowed down;

8  The Lord loves the righteous;
 the Lord cares for the stranger; *
 he sustains the orphan and widow,
 but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9  The Lord shall reign for ever, *
 your God, O Zion, throughout all   
 generations. Hallelujah!

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.  
   Reader  The Word of the Lord.

     People   Thanks be to God.
The Psalm (146)  Please respond at the half-verse

The Epistle
 A Reading from the Letter of James (2:1-10-17)

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 
into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you 
take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” 
while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, 
my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich 
in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 
But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you?
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
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one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adul-
tery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without 
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.  
   Reader  The Word of the Lord.

    People   Thanks be to God. 
Gradual Hymn 371

1.Thou, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,

and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,

and, where the Gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,

let there be light!

2. Thou who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing

healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,

sight to the inly blind,
now to all humankind,

let there be light!

3. Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight!

Move on the waters’ face
bearing the gifts of grace,

and, in earth’s darkest place,
let there be light!

4. Holy and blessèd Three,
glorious Trinity,

wisdom, love, might;
boundless as ocean’s tide,

rolling in fullest pride,
through the world, far and wide,

let there be light!
The Gospel (Please stand if you are able)
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
   according to Mark (7:24-37).
  People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman 

whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she 
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
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Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea 
of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him 
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat 
and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Eph-
phatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more 
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded be-
yond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear 
and the mute to speak.”  
  Reader The Gospel of the Lord.

   People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch
The Nicene Creed
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all   
 that is, seen and unseen.
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the   
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our   
 salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became   
 incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified   
 under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose   
 again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at   
 the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   
 dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-  
 ther and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has  
 spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrec-  
  tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
The Prayers of the People (Form IV)

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We pray for seasonable weather,
and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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We acknowledge the native peoples of the land on which we stand:
We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Pima tribes for their care of this land.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Announcements 
The Peace
    All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People  And also with you.
Offertory Hymn 321

1. My God, thy table now is spread,
thy cup with love doth overflow;

be all thy children thither led,
and let them thy sweet mercies know.

2. O let thy table honored be,
and furnished well with joyful guests;

and may each soul salvation see,
that here its sacred pledges tastes.

3. Drawn by thy quickening grace, O Lord,
in countless number let them come

and gather from their Father’s board
the Bread that lives beyond the tomb.

4. Nor let thy spreading Gospel rest
till through the world thy truth has run,
till with this Bread shall all be blessed

who see the light or feel the sun.

At the Presentation
 Priest  All things come of thee, O Lord,
 People And of thine own have we given thee.
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At the Great Thanksgiving
 Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
     People      And also with you.
     Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.
     People       We lift them to the Lord.
     Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
     People       It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
     where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
     heaven and earth.
     Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the
 week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
 resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
     Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all   
 the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your   
 Name:
    Celebrant and People
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     heaven and earth are full of your glory.
          Hosanna in the highest.
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
          Hosanna in the highest.
    The people stand, sit, or kneel.
    Then the Celebrant continues
     Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
     for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
     subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
     Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
     nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
     God and Father of all.
     He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself
     in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
     world.
     On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
     Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
     to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
     eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
     remembrance of me.”
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     After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
     thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
     This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
     and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
     it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
     Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
    Celebrant and People
     Christ has died.
     Christ is risen.
     Christ will come again.
    The Celebrant continues
     We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
     this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
     resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
     Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
     Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
     and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
     receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
     and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
     into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
     All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
     with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
     and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
 Celebrant   And now, as our Savior
    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
 Together  Our Father, who art in heaven,
      hallowed be thy Name,
      thy kingdom come,
      thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
    Give us this day our daily bread.
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
    And lead us not into temptation,
      but deliver us from evil.
    For thine is the kingdom,
      and the power, and the glory,
       for ever and ever. Amen.
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1. How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise!
How just, King of saints, and true are thy ways!
O who shall not fear thee, and honor thy Name?

Thou only art holy, thou only supreme.

2. To nations of earth thy light shall be shown;
their worship and vows shall come to thy throne:

thy truth and thy judgments shall spread all abroad,
till earth’s every people confess thee their God.

At the Breaking of the Bread
 Celebrant  [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
 People  Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
The Communion of the People
 Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.
The Post-communion Prayer
 Celebrant  Let us pray.
 Together  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    Send us now into the world in peace,
    and grant us strength and courage
    to love and serve you
    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 533

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude

Announcements

We Welcome You
A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 

visitor, we encourage you to make your-
self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy (always keeping in 
mind the present need for social distancing). 
If you would like to know more about the 

Parish please speak with Fr. Warren or Fr. 
Nelson after the service or get in touch with 
them via email at: frwarren@stfrancisgvaz.
org or nelson@stfrancisgvaz.org. 

Parish Offices Closed
Parish Offices will be closed tomorrow, 

September 6, in observance of the Labor Day 
national holiday.
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Ushers/Acolytes Meeting
Ushers and acolytes will meet Wednesday, 

September 8, at 9 am in the Chapel.

Monday Morning Prayer
Monday Morning Prayer will not meet to-

morrow, September 6. Morning Prayer will 
resume Monday, September 13, at 9 am in 
the Chapel.

Men’s Group
The St. Francis Men’s Group, previously 

meeting via Zoom, will now meet in the Par-
ish Hall at 9 am on the first and third Tuesday 
of each month. A kick-off breakfast will be 
held Tuesday, September 7. Please let Scott 
Whiteside know if you plan to attend (scott.
whiteside@gmail.com or 404-863-6815).

New Mask Protocols
At the St. Francis Vestry meeting Tuesday, 

August 10, it was decided that—as a tempo-
rary measure due to the increase in COVID 
activity and, along with Bishop Reddall’s rec-
ommendations, Until further notice masks 
will be required for everyone, vaccinated 
or not, at Sunday worship services inside 
the church. The safety of our worshipers 
is paramount to us. Please Note: This is a 
temporary measure. Masks will be optional 
for small church groups using our meeting 
rooms.
Julie Reppenhagen, Senior Warden

Coffee Hour Outside
Due to the increase in COVID activity, the 

Vestry has decided to move Coffee Hour af-
ter worship back outside for the time being. 
This way, we can enjoy our visiting time out-
side in a safer environment.

Kino Border Initiative
Your help is needed, and it’s easy. KBI is 

currently preparing and serving meals for 
between 800 and 900 persons every day at 
their Comedor location. They are in need of 
plastic containers (clean, please, and com-
plete with lids) for ‘takeout’ purposes since 
recipients are not served on site. Yogurt and 
cottage cheese containers—or any kind of 
durable takeout container—will do. 
Also needed: empty plastic pill bot-

tles, the kind you get with your prescrip-
tions. If you can, please remove the labels 
(no easy matter). When migrants receive 
medical help their “pills” are put in plas-
tic baggies, so medical are staff looking 
for used prescription bottles. 
Bring your contributions to church on Sun-

day and place them in the marked boxes in 
the Parish Hall. (In the past, several gener-
ous members of St. Francis prepared, deliv-
ered, and helped serve a morning meal once 
a month at KBI, a ministry that has had to 
be suspended due to the Covid pandemic.) 
You can also make a monetary contribu-
tion: make your check payable to St. Francis 
with ‘KBI’ in the Memo line. Your help will be 
greatly appreciated!

Hurricane Ida Relief
On Sunday, August 29, sixteen years after 

Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Hurri-
cane Ida made landfall in the same region. 
This Category 4 storm brought flooding and 
damaging winds that caused a loss of water 
to hundreds of thousands and a loss of elec-
tricity to over 1 million people. Episcopal Re-
lief & Development is working closely with 
the Diocese of Louisiana and other region-
al partners in what will be a long-term re-
sponse. Your generous gift will help alleviate 
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suffering for the most vulnerable residents 
impacted by Hurricane Ida. Please visit epis-
copalrelief.org/hurricane-relief to make a 
gift today.

Barbari House
The Afghan Barbari family, who St. Fran-

cis helped sponsor when they came to the 
US in 2017, are buying a house in Tucson. If 
you are interested in contributing to a house 
warming gift fund for the family, please send 
a check to the office with the memo line 
marked Barbari House. If you would like to 
offer them furniture that’s still in good con-
dition, please contact Carol Vleck or myself. 
They are a very humble, loving family and I 
think all of us who know them are grateful 
they came into our lives.  Jylene Wright

Prayer Lists
It’s important that we keep our prayer lists 

current, and you can help. If you would like 
to add the name of a loved one, friend or fam-
ily member, to the list of names to be read in 
the Sunday morning liturgy—including the 
list of those who have died—please let one 
of the Clergy know and they will convey the 
information to Gerald for inclusion in the 
Prayers of the People. (And be sure to let 
the Clergy know of any pastoral need you 
have or know of; don’t let the Church be al-
ways ‘the last to know.’) Remember too to let 
us know when we can remove names from 
the list. You may also let Gerald know di-
rectly (gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org) of names 
of persons you would like to include, but we 
encourage you to go through the Clergy. 

For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim 
Ratley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, at jn-
jrats@gmail.com.

Outreach News
The Food Bank does not take a Summer va-

cation and neither does your Outreach Com-
mittee. Your donations of food are always 
needed and appreciated (but please contin-
ue to avoid anything packaged in glass con-
tainers). Bring them with you to church on 
Sunday, deposit them in the appropriate re-
ceptacles, and we will transport them to the 
Food Bank on your behalf.

Monday Morning Prayer
 Looking for a great way to start your 

week? Consider joining the Monday Morn-
ing Prayer group at 9 am on, you guessed it, 
Mondays. The Prayer Book service—led by 
some of your fellow parishioners—offers 
prayers for all needs, earthly and heavenly, 
in a quiet and reverent atmosphere. If you 
have questions, please direct them to Wayne 
North at (715) 205-8374.

Altar Flowers
Would you like the flowers on the altar to 

be given in thanksgiving or in remembrance 
of someone or something you cherish? We 
would like to restart this tradition here at 
St. Francis. If you would like to sponsor al-
tar flowers, please call Carol Berg at 520-
373-5770 with your request. If she is not at 
home, leave your name and number and she 
will get back to you. Flower donation is $35.


