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Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 372

1. Praise to the living God!
All praisèd be his Name

who was, and is, and is to be
for ay the same.

The one eternal God
ere aught that now appears:

the first, the last, beyond all thought
his timeless years!

2. Formless, all lovely forms
declare his loveliness;

holy, no holiness of earth
can his express.

Lo, he is Lord of all.
Creation speaks his praise,

and everywhere above, below,
his will obeys.

3. His Spirit floweth free,
high surging where it will:

in prophet’s word he spoke of old;
he speaketh still.

Established is his law,
and changeless it shall stand,

deep writ upon the human heart,
on sea, on land.

4. Eternal life hath he
implanted in the soul;

his love shall be our strength and stay
while ages roll.

Praise to the living God!
All praisèd be his Name

who was, and is, and is to be,
for ay the same.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 

this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious king-
dom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of  Job (19:23-27a).
“O that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be his kingdon, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)
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continued

	 1 	Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; give 	
		  heed to my cry; * listen to my prayer, 		
		  which does not come from lying lips.

	 2 	Let my vindication come forth from 		
		  your presence; * let your eyes be fixed 	
		  on justice.

	 3 	Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
		  melt me down; you will find no impurity 	
		  in me.

	 4 	I give no offense with my mouth as 		
		  others do; * I have heeded the words of 	
		  your lips.

	 5 	My footsteps hold fast to the ways of 		
		  your law; * in your paths my feet shall 		
		  not stumble.

	 6 	I call upon you, O God, for you will an-		
		  swer me; * incline your ear to me and 		
		  hear my words.

	 7 	Show me your marvelous loving-kind-		
		  ness, * O Savior of those who take refuge 	
		  at your right hand from those who rise 	
		  up against them.

	 8 	Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
		  hide me under the shadow of your 		
		  wings,

	 9 	From the wicked who assault me, *
		  from my deadly enemies who surround 	
		  me.

and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
		    People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (17:1-9) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (1:1-25, 13-17).

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we 
beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by 
spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord 
is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless 
the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for de-
struction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of wor-
ship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do 
you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?
But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by 
the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our 
proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that 
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1. Almighty Father, strong to save,
whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee

for those in peril on the sea.

2. O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain
o’er which our traffic runs amain
by mountain pass or valley low;
wherever, Lord, thy people go,

protect them by thy guarding hand
from every peril on the land.

3. O Spirit, whom the Father sent
to spread abroad the firmament;
O Wind of heaven, by thy might

save all who dare the eagle’s flight,
and keep them by thy watchful care

from every peril in the air.

4. O Trinity of love and power,
our people shield in danger’s hour;
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe’re they go;

thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad praise from space, air, land, and sea.

you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 579

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Luke (20:27-38).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked 
him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving 

a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then 
the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died child-
less. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the 
woman be? For the seven had married her.”
Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 
but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection 
from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die any-
more, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the 
resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the 
story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to 
him all of them are alive.”
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	 Reader  The Gospel of the Lord.
		  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
	 The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader  God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise
	 to hear us when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.
	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through
	 whom we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care
	 for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and
	 our community, loving others as he loves us.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in
	 Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or
	 any other trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress,
	 and bless those who minister to them.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
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	 Leader  We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and
	 the rich heritage of these lands. Help us and people everywhere
	 to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give
	 wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the
	 nations.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for
	 all who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen
	 your people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in
	 your truth and love, that we who confess your name may also
	 reflect your glory.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and
	 we rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age,
	 praying that we may enter with them into the unending joy of your
	 heavenly kingdom.
		  Silence
	 Lord, in your mercy
	 Hear our prayer.
	 Leader  Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
	 Hear the prayers of your people.
		  Celebrant	
	 Grant that what we have asked in faith
	 we may by your grace receive;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	 Leader  We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

homelands we gather: 
We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 		
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will be 		
	 your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, draw 		
	 us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as they discern 	
	 your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of your gospel, who 		
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	 will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and work with us in the 		
	 building of your kingdom. Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
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At the Offertory		
Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray: to see thee more clearly, love thee 
more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.
	                                                                                 -words: Richard of Chichester, 1197–1253
                                                                                                        -music: Martin How, 1931-2022

At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer C; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant  	May God be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant  God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are 		
	 worthy of glory and praise. 
	 Glory to you for ever and ever. 
	 At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; 		
	 the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 		
	 courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
	 By your will they were created and have their being. 
	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed 		
	 us with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stew-		
	 ards of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your 		
	 trust; and we turned against one another. 
	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 		
	 revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your 		
	 eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for 		
	 us the way of freedom and peace. 
	 By his blood, he reconciled us. 
	 By his wounds, we are healed.
	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 	
	 prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation 	
	 who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 	
	 their unending hymn: 
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    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
	 Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 
	 who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
	 took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 	
	 “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 	
	 me.” 
	 After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 	
	 This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the for-	
	 giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 	
	 thanksgiving, 
	 We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection 
	 as we await the day of his coming.
	 Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
	 and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring 
	 before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
	 to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 	
	 spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 
	 the world in his name. 
	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
	 God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord 	
	 Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 	
	 us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; 	
	 for pardon only and not for renewal.
	 Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus 
	 Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
	 Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to genera	
	 tion. Amen.
    	 Celebrant 		 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together	 Our Father, who art in heaven…
		     	   …for ever and ever. Amen.
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At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Agnus Dei, Hymnal S161

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world: grant us peace.

	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing 
only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would 
like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of 
the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 	
				    members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 	
				    spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 	
				    Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 300

continued

1. Glory, love, and praise, and honor
for our food now bestowed

render we the Donor.
Bounteous God, we now confess thee:

God, who thus blessest us,
right it is to bless thee.

2. Thankful for our every blessing,
let us sing Christ the Spring,

never, never ceasing.
Source of all our gifts and graces,

Christ we own; Christ alone
calls for all our praises.
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The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 Michael McCabe, b. 1941

Trumpet Tune in A

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

This morning…
The Parish Choir is under the direction of 

Priscilla Zimmermann this morning.

Fall Social Activities
Holiday time is almost here and we’re busy 

planning lots of activities.
On Friday, November 14, from 3 to 6 pm, 

we’ll be having our Welcome Back BBQ to 
kick off Fall. There will be barbequed pork, 
baked beans and coleslaw. Plan to come sit in 
our Courtyard and spend the afternoon with 
friends old and new. Tickets will be available 
for $15 after services this morning at the 
Sign-up table in the Parish Hall.

On Thursday, November 27, we will be 
serving our annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
at 1 pm in the Parish Hall. There will be tur-
key and ham and all the fixings and lots of 
delicious desserts. Bring a friend to help cel-

ebrate the holiday. There will be a free will 
offering to cover costs. 

Our St. Nicholas Day Cookie Swap and 
Party will be Saturday, December 6, from 3 
to 5 pm. Bring your favorite cookies to share 
with others, and perhaps Bishop Nicholas 
will appear to share his special day. Plan to 
bring a friend to share another Holiday Tra-
dition.

The annual Christmas Card Party will 
be held on Wednesday, December 17, at 5 
pm in the Parish Hall. Everyone is asked to 
bring a Christmas Card with a monetary gift 
for the Covenant Fund. This fund is used by 
the Rector to assist parishioners in need. The 
card is hung on our Christmas trees for all to 
enjoy throughout the Holidays.

Registration for these events can be done 
Sunday mornings at the sign-up tables in the 
Parish Hall and in the Parish office during 
the week.

If you’d like to help out with any of our 
activities, contact Tisha Stril at tishastril@
gmail.com. Your Social Activities Team looks 
forward to seeing you all this holiday season.

Christmas Stars
Bea Dow and Nancy Symons (aka Santa’s 

Elves) are busy helping the Salvation Army 
spread Christmas cheer. Once again St. Fran-
cis will be providing $50 gift cards for teen-

3. He dispels our sin and sadness,
life imparts, cheers our hearts,

fills with food and gladness.
Who himself for all hath given,

us he feeds, us he leads
to a feast in heaven.
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agers. Stars (each one with a name) will be 
available in the Parish Hall following Sunday 
services on November 9, 16, and 23, and due 
back to the church by November 30.

If you would like to contribute to this long-
standing St. Francis outreach, pick up a Star 
on Sunday and return it with a $50 Visa Card, 
or you may write a check with ‘Xmas Stars’ 
in the Memo line and return on a Sunday, or 
bring to the Parish Office and the Elves will 
do the shopping for you.

This Week at St. Francis
Monday, 10a	 Handbells, Loft
Tuesday	 Parish Offices Closed
Tuesday, 9a	 Praying for Peace,
	 St. Francis Room
Tuesday, 10:30a	 Bible Study, Conf Rm
Tuesday, 5p	 Vestry, Conference Rm
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Wednesday, 10a	 DOK, Vulliamy Room
Wednesday, 10:30a	 Green Team, Meeting
	 Room 2
Wednesday, 3p	 Search Committee,
	 Conference Room
Thursday, 2p	 Parish Choir, Loft
Friday, 3p	 Welcome Back BBQ

Prison Ministry                   
November will be a busy month for Prison 

Ministry. Christmas cards for the women 
in Perryville Prison will soon be available 
for signing. We  are still in need of postage 
stamps. Angel Tree will happen again this 
year. We have the names of 21 children and 
are in the process of contacting their care-
givers. The kid’s ages range from 2 months 
to seventeen years old.  Angel tags will be 
available for gift shopping. The party will be 
Saturday, December 20, from noon to 2 pm.  
It will include lunch, ice cream, games and 
most importantly gifts and goodies for the 

kids. Santa and an elf will be there. We hope 
to see you at the party, the more the merrier! 
Please stop by the Prison Ministry table for 
more details. Thank you for supporting Pris-
on Ministry Rena Robbins

Loving Our Neighbors
Food Banks: Our food banks are always 
in need of non-perishable food items. Each 
time you come to St. Francis in the Valley 
consider bringing a non-perishable food 
product—dried or canned, no glass contain-
ers, please. You can deposit your donations 
in the new boxes inside the front door of the 
church and in the Parish Hall. 

Recently six of us toured the Sahuarita Food 
Bank and performed an hour of service by fill-
ing bags with fresh potatoes to be given out 
the next day.  Besides providing nutrition for 
families, the Sahuarita food bank has many 
training programs to help people become 
productive. They also have a program to help 
parents play with their children who are be-
tween 1 and 4. Since school children spend 2 
days at home, the food bank volunteers have 
a Friday Back Pack program. They surrepti-
tiously put a lunch bag into the back packs 
of children who receive free lunches. Thus 
the other children can’t see who receives the 
packet and cannot tease those children. One 
child was very thankful because they often 
have only one meal during the weekend. 
Recycle opportunities: Oral Recycling 
Program available at United Methodist 
Church of Green Valley (UMCGV) 300 W. Es-
peranza Blvd. Eye glasses and printer ink car-
tridges should be placed in the containers on 
the counter in the Parish Hall after church. 
Cardboard can be recycled at the Sahuarita 
Food Bank at the Good Shepherd Church on 
La Cañada Road.



years. Soghra received a degree in Phlebot-
omy from Pima Community College a couple 
of years ago and works at two different hos-
pitals in Tucson. They are an amazing, hard 
working family and we are so proud of them.   
Jylene Wright

Choral Evensong
The first event in our observance of the 

60th anniversary of St. Francis in the Valley 
Parish will be Choral Evensong on Sunday, 
January 11, 2026. Members of True Con-
cord Voices and Orchestra under the di-
rection of Gerald Near will sing the service 
at 5 pm. If you would like to contribute to the 
cost of the presentation (there are no tickets 
to church services), get in touch with the Di-
rector of Music at gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org. 
Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Parish Choir
Rehearsals for the Fall season of the St. 

Francis Parish Choir are now in full swing. 
The Choir rehearses in the Choir Loft on 
Thursdays at 2 pm. New members are ur-
gently needed; just get in touch with Choir-
master Gerald via email at gerald@stfrancis-
gvaz.org.

St. Francis Handbell Ensemble
The St. Francis Handbell Ensemble meets 

to rehearse on Mondays, at 10 am in the 
Choir Loft. If you are interested in ringing 
with us, please give director Sophia Witte a 
call at 520-509-5037 or send an e-mail to 
smw_witte@yahoo.com

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November, 

December 2025, and January 2026, are now 
available in the Parish Office, Narthex, and 
Parish Hall.

«More Announcements»
Confirmation/Reception

Bishop Kirk Smith will visit St. Francis 
Church on January 18, 2026, to offer an ar-
ea-wide Confirmation/Reception Service. If 
any of you wish to be Confirmed or Received, 
please speak to Fr. Dan. A period of prepara-
tion/instruction will be arranged.

Boutique Seasonal Items 30% off
All Fall merchandise is 30% off! Now is the 

time to get some great buys as you prepare 
for your Thanksgiving celebration and find 
unique items you will love having for next 
Fall.  Please remember, when you buy in the 
Boutique you are helping the needy in Green 
Valley as all profits go to the Rector’s Discre-
tionary Fund. So grab your coffee after the 9 
o’clock service and come see!   Jyleene Wright

A Challenge!
Our neighbors in Globe, Arizona, were 

sorely affected by flooding serval weeks ago. 
Loving Our Neighbors pledged $750 to help 
with the clean up and rebuilding. We thank 
all of you who are meeting our challenge. We 
are almost halfway there. Please add your 
donation in the offering basket, stop by our 
table to leave a bill or write a check to St. 
Francis with Globe Challenge in the memo 
line. Truly we are neighbors helping neigh-
bors.

Alizada Sisters Graduate
The Afghan family (now all U.S. citizens) 

who St. Francis helped sponsor in 2017, now 
have two more graduates. Both Razieh and 
Marzia just received their Medical Assis-
tant degrees from Pima Community College.  
Marzia continues to work at Maya Palace, a 
seamstress position she has had for several 



Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

About Our Prayer Lists…
We are always glad to pray for those who 

need our prayers. But sometimes we lose 
track of people who have offered names for 
our Prayer List. We have recently removed 
some names that have been on the list for a 
long time. If it’s someone you feel should be 
on the list please contact the Parish Office 
and we’ll add the names once again. To help 
keep up to date on the list, we are using the 
following guideline: names will remain on 
the Prayer List for one month unless other-
wise requested. Please notify the Parish Of-
fice of names rather than just adding them 
to the list on Sunday, or talk to Fr. Dan on 
Sunday morning. We’ll do our best to meet 
everyone’s needs.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead, 
Jean Schwafel, Jim Ravenelle, Bob Hutson, 
Haley Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Sue, Bon-
nie Haifley, Eva Jenkins, Isaac Garcia, Tomi 
Adams, Stephen North, Connie Nord, Joe & 
Kathleen Chidester, Mary Norman.

Remembering those who have died: Dottie 
Berke.

St. Francis in the Valley
Episcopal Church

600 South La Cañada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614

520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz

January/February 2026 
Parish Newsletter

Copy for the next issue (January/February, 
2026) of the St. Francis Parish newsletter 
(The Franciscan Staff) will be due Wednes-
day, December 10, 2025; please send your 
copy—via email—to gerald@stfrancisgvaz.
org as soon as possible.

From the A/V Team
If you are having difficulty hearing the ser-

vice, you might want to consider trying one 
of the four (4) Listen Hearing Devices.  These 
devices are designed for people who do not 
have hearing aids with loop technology. If 
you are interested in trying this, please stop 
by the sound booth prior to the service (no 
later than 8:50 am) and check one out. You 
will be given a receiver and an ear piece and 
instructed on the operation. At the close of 
the service you will need to return these 
items to the sound booth.


