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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 

coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.
Organ Prelude	 	 Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962

Come down, O Love Divine
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 410

1. Praise, my soul, the King of  heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

2. Praise him for his grace and favor
to his people in distress;

praise him still the same as ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness.

3. Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hand he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet his mercy flows.

4. Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of  grace.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apos-
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant 

us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be 
made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (28:5-9).
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the 
words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word 
that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets 
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and 
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be 
known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”	
		  Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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The Psalm (89:1-4, 15-18) Please respond after the asterisk.
	 1 	Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; *
		  from age to age my mouth will proclaim 	
		  your faithfulness.

	 2 	For I am persuaded that your love is 		
		  established for ever; * you have set your 	
		  faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

	 3 	“I have made a covenant with my cho-		
		  sen one; * I have sworn an oath to David 	
		  my servant:

	 4 	‘I will establish your line for ever, * and 	
		  preserve your throne for all genera-		
		  tions.’”

	 15 Happy are the people who know the 		
		  festal shout! * they walk, O Lord, in the 	
		  light of your presence.

	 16 They rejoice daily in your Name; * they 	
		  are jubilant in your righteousness.

	 17 For you are the glory of their strength, *
		  and by your favor our might is exalted.

	 18 Truly, the Lord is our ruler; *
		  the Holy One of Israel is our King.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (6:12-23).

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the 
form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your mem-
bers as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present 
your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The 
end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.			 
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 518
1. Christ is made the sure foundation,

Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,

binding all the Church in one;
holy Zion’s help for ever,

and her confidence alone.

2. All that dedicated city,
dearly loved of God on high,

in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody;

God the One in Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.

3. To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of Hosts, today;

with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy servants as they pray,

and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls alway.

4. Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee to gain;

what they gain from thee, for ever
with the blessèd to retain,
and hereafter in thy glory

evermore with thee to reign.

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (10:40-42).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 

prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person 
in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and who-
ever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a dis-
ciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”	
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
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lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 Leader	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

		  homelands we gather: 
		  We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
		  as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
		  their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and

continued
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	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory		  Dietrich Buxtehude, 1637-1707

We pray now to the Holy Spirit
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer C; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
	 Celebrant  God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy 	
	 of glory and praise. 
	 Glory to you for ever and ever. 
	 At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast 	
	 expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 	
	 fragile earth, our island home. 
	 By your will they were created and have their being. 
	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 	
	 the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your 	
	 creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned 	
	 against one another. 
	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you re-	
	 vealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your 	
	 eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the 	
	 way of freedom and peace. 
	 By his blood, he reconciled us. 
	 By his wounds, we are healed.
	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 	
	 apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 	
	 you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
	 Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night 	
	 he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke 	
	 the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 	
	 given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 	
	 you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 	
	 the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 	
	 me.”
	 Remembering now his work of redemption, 
	 and offering to you this sacrifice of 	thanksgiving, 
	 We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection 
	 as we await the day of his coming.
	 Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new 	
	 people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 	
	 your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
	 one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
	 God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord 	
	 Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
	 Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not 	
	 for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal.
	 Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus 
	 Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 	
	 gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. Amen.
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
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We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Organist this morning
Sophia Witte, our Handbell Ensemble Di-

rector, is at the organ this morning.

Loving Our Neighbors
Food Banks: It was reported last Sunday 
that the total amount of food donated so far 
in June is 128 lbs. Good job! Please continue 
to donate food and/or dollars. If donating 
by check please indicate which food bank 
you want your donation to benefit. Mark the 
memo line with either Green Valley Food 
Bank or Sahuarita Food Bank.  Please keep in 
mind: no glass jars. It’s a safety thing. 
Literacy Connects: We delivered 199 
new and used books last week. The staff 
was eager to help unload the boxes from the 
car. Their help was appreciated; 199 books 
weigh a lot! We were taken on  a little tour 

Closing Hymn 525
1. The Church’s one foundation

is Jesus Christ her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word:

from heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2. Elect from every nation,
yet one o’er all the earth,
her charter of salvation,

one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy Name she blesses,

partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,

with every grace endued.

3. Though with a scornful wonder
men see her sore oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed;

yet saints their watch are keeping,
their cry goes up, “How long?”
and soon the night of weeping

shall be the morn of song.

4. Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war

she waits the consummation
of peace for evermore;

till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blessed,

and the great Church victorious
shall be the Church at rest.

5. Yet she on earth hath union
with God, the Three in One,

and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.

O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we

like them, the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 Johann Pachelbel, 1653-1706

Toccata in E minor
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journ to a local eatery for lunch. For more in-
formation, contact Susan Burch via email at  
sburch33@gmail.com

July/August Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (July/August) of 

the St. Francis Parish newsletter (The Fran-
ciscan Staff) is now due; please send your 
copy—via email—to gerald@stfrancisgvaz.
org as soon as possible.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwafel,  
Bob Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Bonnie Haifley, 
Isaac Garcia, Tomi Adams, Connie Nord, Paul 
Deysenroth, Elaine Deysenroth, Clark Adams, 
Ken Mattson, Lee Parks, Joyce Davison, Neal 
Hursh, Barbara Hook, Terry Bonser, Enrique 
P. Gonzales, Betty Johnson, Rodger Babnew, 
Harry Lyons, Danae Michael, Connie Wilt, 
Mary Norman, Edna Dunn, Harlan Hankins. 
Pray for those who have died, especially 
Stephen North.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

of the facility and saw how it works. They 
work primarily with kindergarten through 
2nd grade students. It was explained this is a 
critical age group for reading assistance. 
Imago Dei School: Students were allowed 
to order books they wanted to read during 
the summer, and we paid for the books. Two 
of us went to the school to sort the books and 
help with distribution. The kids are so fun-
ny! One book ordered by a 6th grade student 
was I Love My Air Fryer.

We were able to talk with the student. She 
was so excited to get the book because she 
actually has an air fryer and helps prepare 
meals for family. She is looking forward to 
trying the recipe for Brussels Sprouts in the 
air fryer. You never know what is important 
to a kid. 
Our Clean Water Project will begin in 
July.  Watch for important information and 
announcements.
Today, June 28, will be the last time you’ll 
hear about “Undies Sundays.” The barrel is 
almost full! Yippee and Thank  you! Rena

This Week at St. Francis
Tuesday, 1:30p	 Grief Support Group
	 St. Francis Room
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl
Friday, 4p	 Praise Singers

Adult Christian Formation
Summer Reading for Men and Women

The Asylum Seekers by Christina Rathbone 
will be the selection. A signup sheet and 
books will be available in the Parish Hall this 
morning. 

The group will meet once, Thursday, July 
23, at 10 am, for questions and discussion. 
We hope to learn some positive tools to be 
better neighbors, and have some summer 
fun together. After the meeting, we will ad-
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Music & Liturgy Notes
Dietrich Buxtehude (Books-tah-hoodah), 

composer of our Offertory music this 
morning, is held to be one of the greatest 
middle-Baroque composers of sacred mu-
sic, greatly admired by such luminaries as 
George Frideric Handel and J.S. Bach. The 
latter composer, as a young man in his twen-
ties, walked—so they say—some 250 miles 
to hear and learn from the great Buxtehude 
(well, you would have to be at least young 
to walk 250 miles). The middle-Baroque pe-
riod stretches, roughly, from 1630 to 1680 
(although nobody knew it at the time) and, 
in terms of architectural style, was highly 
elaborate and rather fussily ornate. Music 
too tended toward the dramatic and elabo-
rate, even church music. 

When Buxtehude decided to retire as or-
ganist of the Marienkirke in Lübeck (Germa-
ny), a post he had held with great distinction, 
the job was offered to G.F. Handel who, rather 
quickly, demurred, as accepting also meant 
marrying Buxtehude’s daughter. It was a 
common practice in those days to marry the 
daughter of your predecessor, at least where 
church music posts were concerned. (That’s 
the part of the Job Description that falls into 
the ‘and other duties, as required’ category.)

Buxtehude’s prelude ‘We pray now to the 
Holy Spirit’ is his most frequently performed 
chorale setting. The origin of the tune upon 
which the piece is based (Nun bitten wir den 
heiligen Geist) is complicated by there being 
many versions of it (one even by Martin Lu-
ther). The chorale prelude form itself is one 
in which a chorale (or hymntune) melody is 
used as the ‘foundation’ for an elaborated, 
and/or extended, stand-alone piece of mu-
sic, usually an organ piece. The tune might 
appear very much as originally written (you 

might then easily recognize it) or in an orna-
mented fashion (in which case you might not 
recognize it at all). Buxtehude’s prelude on 
Nun bitten wir is a beautiful example of the 
ornamented style.

The great master of the form was J.S. Bach, 
who seems to have mastered everything mu-
sical. Gerald


