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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 

coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.
Organ Prelude	 	 Jean Langlais, 1907-1991

Chant de Paix (Song of Peace)
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 718
1. God of our fathers, whose almighty hand

leads forth in beauty all the starry band
of shining worlds in splendor through the 

skies, our grateful songs
before thy throne arise.

2. Thy love divine hath led us in the past,
in this free land by thee our lot is cast;

be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay
thy word our law,

thy paths our chosen way.

3. From war’s alarms,
from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm 
our ever sure defense; thy true religion in 
our hearts increase, thy bounteous good-

ness nourish us in peace.

4. Refresh thy people on their toilsome way,
lead us from night to never-ending day;

fill all our lives with love and grace divine,
and glory, laud,

and praise be ever thine.
The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and 
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be de-

voted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affec-
tion; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you have given us this good land for our heritage: We hum-
bly beseech you that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of 

your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, 
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confu-
sion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, 
and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your 
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth 
your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our 
hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you 
to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah (9:9-12).
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 
king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
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	 8 	The Lord is gracious and full of compas-	
		  sion, * slow to anger and of great kind-	
		  ness.

	 9 	The Lord is loving to everyone * and his 	
		  compassion is over all his works.

	 10 All your works praise you, O Lord, *
		  and your faithful servants bless you.

	 11 They make known the glory of your 		
		  kingdom * and speak of your power;

	 12 That the peoples may know of your 		
		  power * and the glorious splendor of 		

		  your kingdom.

	 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting king-		
		  dom; * your dominion endures through-	
		  out all ages.

	 14 The Lord is faithful in all his words *
		  and merciful in all his deeds.

	 15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
		  he lifts up those who are bowed down.

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prison-
ers of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (145:8-15) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (7:15-25a).

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But 
in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that 
nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I 
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members anoth-
er law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 717
1. My country, ’tis of thee,

sweet land of liberty,
of thee I sing;

land where my fathers died,
land of the pilgrim’s pride,
from every mountainside

let freedom ring.

2. My native country, thee,
land of the noble free,

thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills,

thy woods and templed hills;
my heart with rapture thrills

like that above.

3. Let music swell the breeze,
and ring from all the trees

sweet freedom’s song;
let mortal tongues awake,

let all that breathe partake,
let rocks their silence break,

the sound prolong.

4. Our fathers’ God, to thee,
author of liberty,
to thee we sing;

long may our land be bright
with freedom’s holy light;
protect us by thy might,

great God, our King.
The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (11:16-19, 25-30).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 
to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.”	
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 Leader	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
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			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

		  homelands we gather: 
		  We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
		  as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
		  their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory	 Minore Adagio	 Dudley Buck, 1839-1900
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer C; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
	 Celebrant  God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy 	
	 of glory and praise. 
	 Glory to you for ever and ever. 
	 At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast 	
	 expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 	
	 fragile earth, our island home. 
	 By your will they were created and have their being. 
	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 	
	 the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your 	
	 creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned 	
	 against one another. 
	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you re-	
	 vealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your 	
	 eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the 	
	 way of freedom and peace. 
	 By his blood, he reconciled us. 
	 By his wounds, we are healed.
	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 	
	 apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 	
	 you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
    		  Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	   Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	  Hosanna in the highest.
    		  The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
	 Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night 	
	 he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke 	
	 the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 	
	 given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 	
	 you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 	
	 the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 	
	 me.”
	 Remembering now his work of redemption, 
	 and offering to you this sacrifice of 	thanksgiving, 
	 We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection 
	 as we await the day of his coming.
	 Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new 	
	 people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 	
	 your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
	 one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
	 God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord 	
	 Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
	 Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not 	
	 for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal.
	 Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus 
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	 Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 	
	 gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. Amen.
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
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We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Saturday Eucharist
Our next Saturday afternoon Holy Eucha-

rist will be celebrated July 11 at 4 pm in the 
Chapel. We look forward to seeing you.

From Your Treasurer
What a wonderful response to the Discre-

tionary Fund “4th Friday of the Month” collec-
tion.  $474.62 was collected in the collection 
baskets with an additional $200 delivered 

to the church earlier in the week, specifical-
ly for that collection. A total of $674.62 is a 
wonderful testament to our commitment to 
caring for our neighbors.  

To clarify exactly what “cash” is directed to 
this collection: Only “loose” cash collected 
during the offering is so-directed. If cash is 
received in a parishioner’s member enve-
lope or in an envelope noted for some other 
specific cause, it is not directed to the discre-
tionary fund. Thank you for your generosity.
Gloria Cadwalader, Parish Treasurer

Loving Our Neighbors
Sister Jose’s Women’s Center: The June 
collection for Sister José Women’s Center has 
ended. Sixty-seven packages of underwear 
were donated. The total items were: 459 
pairs of underwear, 40 pairs of socks and 10 
bras. You are amazing, thoughtful folks and 
our expectations were wonderfully exceed-

    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 720
The Dismissal

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
what so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,

whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
o’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Organ Postlude	 	 Davind N. Johnson, 1922-87
Voluntary on ‘America’ (Finale from ‘Variations’)
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and livelihood strengthening programming 
with our Climate Resilience portfolio. We do 
smaller scale water filter distribution with 
awareness building in Honduras and Brazil.”
Vanessa Pizer, Director of Climate Resilience
Food Banks: Please keep up the good work 
of donating food to the food bank. Canned 
meats and peanut butter are appreciated. 
However, any non-perishable food is also ac-
cepted. Keep in mind, kid-friendly foods are 
a big hit, especially during the summer. Rena

This Week at St. Francis
Tuesday, 9a	 Men’s Group, Conf Rm
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl
Wednesday, 10a	 DOK, Vulliamy Room
Friday, 4p	 Praise Singers
Saturday, 4p	 Holy Eucharist, Chapel

Adult Christian Formation
Summer Reading for Men and Women

The Asylum Seekers by Cristina Rathbone 
will be the selection. A signup sheet and 
books will be available in the Parish Hall this 
morning. 

The group will meet once, Thursday, July 
23, at 10 am, for questions and discussion. 
We hope to learn some positive tools to be 
better neighbors, and have some summer 
fun together. After the meeting, we will ad-
journ to a local eatery for lunch. For more in-
formation, contact Susan Burch via email at  
sburch33@gmail.com

July/August Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (July/August) of the 

St. Francis Parish newsletter (The Francis-
can Staff) is now past due; please send your 
copy—via email—to gerald@stfrancisgvaz.
org as soon as possible.

ed. Thank You! Please remember we are ac-
cepting donations of athletic shoes, clothing 
and belts. As always, you can check the Sister 
Jose website for any other needed items.
Literacy Connects: We delivered 199 
new and used books last week. The staff 
was eager to help unload the boxes from the 
car. Their help was appreciated; 199 books 
weigh a lot! We were taken on  a little tour 
of the facility and saw how it works. They 
work primarily with kindergarten through 
2nd grade students. It was explained this is a 
critical age group for reading assistance. 
July is ‘Clean Water Month”: Clean Wa-
ter is not available to 1 in 4 people around the 
world. Water-borne diseases take the lives 
of thousands of children every day.  How can 
we make a difference for good? St. Francis 
can pool our donations to build a Clean Wa-
ter Well in a rural village and bring clean wa-
ter to people who are without it. Episcopal 
Relief and Development drills wells around 
the world and the cost is only $5,000. You are 
invited to take part.

A check made out to St. Francis with “Clean 
Water” in the memo line can be placed in the 
offering baskets, given at the table in the Par-
ish Hall or dropped off at the church office 
during the week. Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment has this to say about the program: 
“We help communities impacted by water 
scarcity, especially places affected by cycli-
cal drought, to access water for basic house-
hold needs and to water their gardens and 
livestock. We do this through construction of 
bore holes, distribution systems, water pans 
and holding ponds. We also provide water 
storage tanks and water filters. 

Our water Interventions are in Kenya, Tan-
zania, Ghana and Zimbabwe and they are 
integrated into our integrated food security 
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Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwafel,  
Bob Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Bonnie Haifley, 
Isaac Garcia, Tomi Adams, Connie Nord, 
Paul Deysenroth, Elaine Deysenroth, Clark 
Adams, Ken Mattson, Joyce Davison, Neal 
Hursh, Barbara Hook, Joe Maloof, Enrique 
P. Gonzales, Betty Johnson, Rodger Babnew, 
Harry Lyons, Danae Michael, Connie Wilt, 
Mary Norman, Edna Dunn, Harlan Hankins, 
Wendy. Pray for those who have died..

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

Music & Liturgy Notes
American music since revolutionary times, 

and the establishment of American indepen-
dence, has always been graded against the 
European product and, in the eyes (or ears) 
of the cognoscenti, has always fallen short. 
During and between the two world wars, a 
significant number of European greats (ev-
erybody from Stravinsky on down) did man-
age to find their way to America where, it can 
be argued, they had great influence on native 
composers. I’m not sure very much of that is 

true, but it has always been the regnant view 
of those ‘in the know,’ and it has been built 
into the American musical psyche.

There has been—and probably still is—a 
tradition in Episcopal circles wherein parish 
church choirs travel to England and spend 
several days in a cathedral singing daily ser-
vices. (This is always during the summer 
months when the local ensembles take much 
needed time off.) I’ve traveled with a couple 
of American choirs (as organist, and never 
my own choirs) on some of these gigs and, 
invariably, what is sung by them is English 
Cathedral Music written by English compos-
ers, i.e. exactly what the locals sing. Many 
times I’ve been asked why—since I’m known 
in England as a composer of organ and choral 
music—American choirs don’t sing Ameri-
can music when singing in England? The im-
pression is, unfortunately, that we aren’t too 
sure our stuff stacks up to theirs. Trust me: it 
does. And, that’s what they want to hear; not 
what they always hear. Thanks for listening; I 
had to get that one off my chest. Gerald


