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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 

coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.
Organ Prelude	 	 Antonio Vivaldi, 1678-1741

Larghetto, Op. 3, No. 7
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 47

‿

1. On this day, the first of days,
God the Father’s Name we praise,
who, creation’s Lord and spring,

did the world from darkness bring.
2. On this day the eternal Son
over death his triumph won;
on this day the Spirit came

with his gifts of living flame.
3. Maker, who didst fashion me

image of thyself to be,
fill me with thy love divine,

let my every thought be thine.

4. Holy Jesus, may I be
dead and buried here with thee;

and, by love inflamed, arise
unto thee a sacrifice.

5. Thou, who dost all gifts impart,
shine, blest Spirit, in my heart;

best of gifts, thyself bestow;
make me burn thy love to know.
6. God, the blessèd Three in One,

dwell within my heart alone;
thou dost give thyself to me:
help me give myself to thee.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (55:10-13).
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
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	 9 	You visit the earth and water it abun-		
		  dantly; you make it very plenteous; *
		  the river of God is full of water.

	 10 You prepare the grain, *
		  for so you provide for the earth.

	 11 You drench the furrows and smooth out 	
		  the ridges; * with heavy rain you soften 	
		  the ground and bless its increase.

	 12 You crown the year with your good-		
		  ness, * and your paths overflow with 		
		  plenty.

	 13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich 	
		  for grazing, * and the hills be clothed 		
		  with joy.

	 14 May the meadows cover themselves 		
		  with flocks, and the valleys cloak them-	
		  selves with grain; *
		  let them shout for joy and sing.

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (65:9-14) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:1-11).

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn 593
1. Lord, make us servants of your peace:

where there is hate, may we sow love;
where there is hurt, may we forgive;

where there is strife, may we make one.

2. Where all is doubt, may we sow faith;
where all is gloom, may we sow hope;
where all is night, may we sow light;
where all is tears, may we sow joy.

3. Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek
to be consoled, but to console,

nor look to understanding hearts,
but look for hearts to understand.

4. May we not look for love’s return,
but seek to love unselfishly,
for in our giving we receive,

and in forgiving are forgiven.

5. Dying, we live, and are reborn
through death’s dark night to endless day:

Lord, make us servants of your peace,
to wake at last in heaven’s light.

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (13:1-9, 18-23).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 

the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 
were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 
with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who in-
deed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in anoth-
er thirty.”
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Daniel J. Messier
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 Leader	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
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	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

		  homelands we gather: 
		  We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
		  as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
		  their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
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strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory	 Siciliano, BWV 1031	 J.S. Bach, 1685-1750
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic PrayerD; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
		  The Celebrant proceeds 
	 It is truly right to glorify you, Holy One, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 	
	 God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
	 Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 	
	 your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
	 Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 	
	 beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 	
	 with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and 	
	 glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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		  Celebrant and  People  
	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
	   Hosanna in the highest. 
	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
	   Hosanna in the highest. 
		  The people stand, sit, or kneel. 
		  The Celebrant continues 
	 We acclaim you, holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wis-	
	 dom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our 	
	 care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 	
	 creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us 	
	 to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you 	
	 we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 	
	 through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
	 Holy God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 	
	 only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 	
	 Jesus lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news 	
	 of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 	
	 Jesus gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 	
	 made the whole creation new. 
	 And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and rose 	
	 for us, you sent the Holy Spirit, your own first gift for those who believe, to com-	
	 plete your work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
	 When the hour had come for Jesus to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 	
	 having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 	
	 with them Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 	
	 and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 	
	 you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 	
	 to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 	
	 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 	
	 drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 Almighty God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 	
	 Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and 	
	 ascension to your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in glory; and offering to 	
	 you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 	
	 we bless you. 
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		  Celebrant and People 
	 We praise you, we bless you, 
	 we give thanks to you, 
	 and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
		  The Celebrant continues 
	 God our Creator, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may 	
	 descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be 	
	 holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body 	
	 and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
	 Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, 	
	 a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
	 Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 	
	 blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
	 And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 	
	 matriarchs, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Francis and all the 	
	 saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 	
	 them and give you glory through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 	
	 Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
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standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 344

1. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;

let us each, thy love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace:

O refresh us, O refresh us
traveling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration
for thy Gospel’s joyful sound:
may the fruits of thy salvation

in our hearts and lives abound:
ever faithful, ever faithful

to thy truth may we be found;

3. so that when thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,

fear of death shall not appall us,
glad thy summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever

reign with thee in endless day.

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 Flor Peeters, 1903-86

Postludium
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the world and the cost is only $5,000. You are 
invited to take part.

A check made out to St. Francis with “Clean 
Water” in the memo line can be placed in the 
offering baskets, given at the table in the Par-
ish Hall or dropped off at the church office 
during the week. Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment has this to say about the program: 
“We help communities impacted by water 
scarcity, especially places affected by cycli-
cal drought, to access water for basic house-
hold needs and to water their gardens and 
livestock. We do this through construction of 
bore holes, distribution systems, water pans 
and holding ponds. We also provide water 
storage tanks and water filters. 

“Our water Interventions are in Kenya, 
Tanzania, Ghana and Zimbabwe and they are 
integrated into our integrated food security 
and livelihood strengthening programming 
with our Climate Resilience portfolio. We do 
smaller scale water filter distribution with 
awareness building in Honduras and Brazil.”
Vanessa Pizer, Director of Climate Resilience
Food Banks: Please keep up the good work 
of donating food to the food bank. Canned 
meats and peanut butter are appreciated. 
However, any non-perishable food is also ac-
cepted. Keep in mind, kid-friendly foods are 
a big hit, especially during the summer. Rena

This Week at St. Francis
Tuesday, 3p	 Vestry, Conference Rm
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl

Adult Formation Book Club
We will meet and discuss The Asylum  Seek-

ers by Cristina Rathbone in the Conference 
Room, Thursday, July 23, at 10 am.  Following 
the meeting, we will gather at a local eatery 
for lunch. Come for the discussion or to lis-
ten. You are welcome.  

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

No July/August Newsletter
We have decided, since things are so quiet 

this time of year and with so little to com-
municate, that we will not publish a July/Au-
gust edition of the Franciscan Staff, our Par-
ish newsletter. The next edition will be the 
September/October 2026 issue, and it will 
be full of news and information vital to the 
life of the Parish. In the meantime, be sure to 
check announcements in the Sunday service 
leaflets and News From the Pews. If you are 
not currently receiving NFtP, let Deborah—
our Parish Administrator—know and she 
will be pleased to add you to the list. Fr. Dan

Loving Our Neighbors
Sister Jose’s Women’s Center: Please re-
member we are always accepting donations 
of athletic shoes, clothing and belts for the 
Center. As always, you can check the Sister 
Jose website for any other needed items.
July is ‘Clean Water Month”: Clean Wa-
ter is not available to 1 in 4 people around the 
world. Water-borne diseases take the lives 
of thousands of children every day.  How can 
we make a difference for good? St. Francis 
can pool our donations to build a Clean Wa-
ter Well in a rural village and bring clean wa-
ter to people who are without it. Episcopal 
Relief and Development drills wells around 
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Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwafel,  
Bob Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Bonnie Haifley, 
Isaac Garcia, Tomi Adams, Connie Nord, 
Paul Deysenroth, Elaine Deysenroth, Clark 
Adams, Ken Mattson, Joyce Davison, Neal 
Hursh, Barbara Hook, Joe Maloof, Enrique 
P. Gonzales, Betty Johnson, Rodger Babnew, 
Harry Lyons, Danae Michael, Connie Wilt, 
Mary Norman, Edna Dunn, Harlan Hankins, 
Wendy, Alejandro Daniel Ruiz Leon. Pray for 
those who have died.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

Music & Liturgy Notes
Two of the greatest composers of the Ba-

roque era—roughly from 1600 to 1750—
are represented in organ music played this 
morning. Bach and Vivaldi, although contem-
poraries, never met, Bach leaving Germany 
only once (while accompanying his boss to 
a spa in Czechoslovakia) and Vivaldi leav-
ing Italy only at the end of his life when he 
moved to Vienna, where he died in poverty. 
Vivaldi probably knew nothing of Bach, al-

though Bach knew Vivaldi’s music well, even 
transcribing some of his orchestral works 
for keyboard performance.

Bach was, actually, an avid transcriber, 
even of his own music. The famous set of or-
gan chorale preludes, known as the Schübler 
Chorales, are actually transcriptions of move-
ments from some of Bach’s own cantatas. 
(The most famous piece in the set is the pre-
lude on Wachet auf [Sleepers, wake!], a fa-
vorite in Advent, and very hard to play—this 
I know from personal experience. If there 
was ever a demonstration of rubbing your 
stomach and patting your head at the same 
time—and throwing in walking and chewing 
gum for good measure—it’s Bach’s prelude 
on Wachet auf.)

The Baroque era ended, in fact, with the 
death of J.S. Bach. He died while at work on 
a set of pieces known as The Art of Fugue, 
right at the point where, in the final fugue, he 
introduced a theme based on his name: B-A-
C-H. It’s a very strange piece to listen to, as it 
simply wanders away into the ether, coming 
close to qualifying as a mystical experience. 
Several composers have attempted to ‘finish’ 
the piece but, of course, no one can. (One day 
I’ll tell you my J.S. Bach ghost story.) Gerald


