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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until 

coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.
Organ Prelude	 	 Gottfried Heinrich Stözel, 1690-1749

Aria
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 427

‿
‿1. When morning gilds the skies,

my heart, awaking, cries,
may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,

this rings my curfew call,
may Jesus Christ be praised!

2. When mirth for music longs,
this is my song of songs:

may Jesus Christ be praised!
God’s holy house of prayer

hath none that can compare
with: Jesus Christ be praised!

3. No lovelier antiphon
in all high heaven is known

than, Jesus Christ be praised!

There to the eternal Word
the eternal psalm is heard:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

4. Ye nations of mankind,
in this your concord find:

may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all the earth around

ring joyous with the sound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!

5. Sing, suns and stars of space,
sing, ye that see his face,

sing, Jesus Christ be praised!
God’s whole creation o’er,
both now and evermore

shall Jesus Christ be praised!
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	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 	
	 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:

             have mercy on us;
    you are seated at the right hand of the 	
      Father: receive our prayer.
    For you alone are the Holy One,
    you alone are the Lord,
    you alone are the Most High,
      Jesus Christ,
      with the Holy Spirit,
      in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
	 Together		  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God)

The Salutation	
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you 

as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose 
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of Genesis (29:15-28).
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve 
me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daugh-
ters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 
Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved 
Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Ra-
chel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to 
any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.
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continued

	 1 	Happy are they all who fear the Lord, *
		  and who follow in his ways!

	 2 	You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *
		  happiness and prosperity shall be yours.

	 3 	Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 		
		  within your house, * your children like 	
		  olive shoots round about your table.

	 4 	The man who fears the Lord *
		  shall thus indeed be blessed.

	 5 	The Lord bless you from Zion, * and may 	
		  you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all 	
		  the days of your life.

	 6 	May you live to see your children’s chil-	
		  dren; * may peace be upon Israel.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time 
is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made 
a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; 
and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be 
her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is 
this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have 
you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the 
younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give 
you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, 
and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.	
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (128) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Second Lesson
	 A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:26-39).

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; 
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, 
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
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1. If thou but trust in God to guide thee,
and hope in him through all thy ways,

he’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee,
and bear thee through the evil days.
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love

builds on a rock that nought can move.

2. Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving;
so do thine own part faithfully,

and trust his word, though undeserving;
thou yet shalt find it true for thee;

God never yet forsook in need
the soul that trusted him indeed.

	 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
	       we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.				  
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
			   People   Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 635

The Gospel (please stand, as you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (13:31-33, 44-52).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “There-
fore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master 
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
	 Reader   The Gospel of the Lord.

		  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon: The Rev. Janet Wheelock
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heav-
en: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catho-
lic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The people may stand, sit, or kneel
			   The Leader and People pray responsively
	 Leader	 God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us 	
			   when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving. 
	 (Leader)	 We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom 	
			   we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give 	
			   us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 	
			   loving others as he loves us. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus 	
			   Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other 	
			   trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress and bless those 	
			   who minister to them.  (especially...)  God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us 	
			   and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources 	
			   of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all 	
			   leaders of the nations. God of love,
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all 	
			   who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your 	
			   people for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth 	
			   and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.  	
			   God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
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	 Leader 	 We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we 	
			   rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that 	
			   we may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly king-	
			   dom. (especially...)  God of love, 
	 People	 hear our prayer. 
	 Leader 	 We invite you to add your personal prayers, intercessions, and 
			   thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
	 Leader  	 We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral

		  homelands we gather: 
		  We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,
		  as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make
		  their home here today.

	 Together	 Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and 	
	 change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
	 parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will 	
	 be your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, 	
	 draw 	us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as 	
	 they discern your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of 	
	 your gospel, who will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and 	
	 work with us in the building of your kingdom. Amen.
	 Celebrant     O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 	
	 Jesus your  Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; unite 	
	 us in bonds of love; and work through us to accomplish your purposes on 	
	 earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in har-	
	 mony; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Confession of Sin

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
	 Minister and People together
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
	 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
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strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
			   All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
			   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer (To be said by All)

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have 
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-

cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that 
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this 
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,

an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
At the Offertory		  Tomás de Santa María, 1510–70

Cláusulas de VIII Tono’
At the Presentation
	 Celebrant  	Gracious God, accept these gifts,
				    and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic PrayerD; Expansive Language version)
	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you. 
	 People 		  And also with you. 
	 Celebrant 		 Lift up your hearts. 
	 People 		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Celebrant 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
	 People 		  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
		  The Celebrant proceeds 
	 It is truly right to glorify you, Holy One, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 	
	 God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
	 Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 	
	 your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
	 Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 	
	 beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 	
	 with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and 	
	 glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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		  Celebrant and  People  
	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
	   Hosanna in the highest. 
	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
	   Hosanna in the highest. 
		  The people stand, sit, or kneel. 
		  The Celebrant continues 
	 We acclaim you, holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wis-	
	 dom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our 	
	 care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 	
	 creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us 	
	 to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you 	
	 we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 	
	 through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
	 Holy God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 	
	 only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 	
	 Jesus lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news 	
	 of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 	
	 Jesus gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 	
	 made the whole creation new. 
	 And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and rose 	
	 for us, you sent the Holy Spirit, your own first gift for those who believe, to com-	
	 plete your work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
	 When the hour had come for Jesus to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 	
	 having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 	
	 with them Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 	
	 and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 	
	 you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 	
	 to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 	
	 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 	
	 drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
	 Almighty God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 	
	 Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and 	
	 ascension to your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in glory; and offering to 	
	 you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 	
	 we bless you. 
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		  Celebrant and People 
	 We praise you, we bless you, 
	 we give thanks to you, 
	 and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
		  The Celebrant continues 
	 God our Creator, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may 	
	 descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be 	
	 holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body 	
	 and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
	 Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, 	
	 a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
	 Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 	
	 blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
	 And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 	
	 matriarchs, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Francis and all the 	
	 saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 	
	 them and give you glory through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
	 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 	
	 Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 
	 Celebrant			 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together     Our Father, who art in heaven…
		            …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Agnus Dei
	 Celebrant  	Jesus, Lamb of God:
	 People		  have mercy on us.
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, bearer of our sins:
	 People		  have mercy on us. 	
	 Celebrant		 Jesus, redeemer of the world:
	 People		  give us your peace.
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
				    Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
				    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or 
standing. Wine may be received by taking a sip from the common cup (preferred 
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method), or by intinction (dipping your host into the wine). If you prefer intinction, 
you dip it immediately in the small cup after receiving it from the clergy. If you would 
like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving 
Communion, if you would like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with 
and for you.

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and 	
blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    				    Send us now into the world in peace,
    				    and grant us strength and courage
    				    to love and serve you
    				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 345

1. Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise
with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from 

shame, that in this house have 
called upon thy Name.

2. Grant us thy peace upon 
our homeward way; with thee began, 

with thee shall end the day: from harm and 
danger keep thy children free,

for dark and light are both alike to thee.

3. Grant us thy peace throughout our 
earthly life; peace to thy Church 

from error and from strife;
peace to our land, the fruit of truth and love;

peace in each heart, thy Spirit from above:

4. thy peace in life, the balm of every pain;
thy peace in death, the hope to rise again;
then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict 

cease, call us, O Lord, 
to thine eternal peace.

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude	 	 J.S. Bach, 1685-1750

If thou but trust in God to guide thee
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cepted. Keep in mind, kid-friendly foods are 
a big hit, especially during the summer.

Prison Ministry
Prayer hearts will be available today for 

Camp Genesis campers. You can select a 
camper and promise to pray for them until 
June, 2027. Thank you for your continued 
support of Camp Genesis. Rena

This Week at St. Francis
Wednesday, 9a	 Holy Eucharist, Cpl

A Note from your Treasurer
Figures for June 2026

Average Weekly Attendance: 113
(includes monthly Saturday service)

	 Income	 Expense
June 2026	 $31,965	 $42,818
Year-to date 2026	 $355,264	 $341,216
Annual Budget 2026	 $658,614	 655,696

These numbers exclude all Capital Project 
Income and Expense. 
Gloria Cadwalader, 
Parish Treasurer

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:   

Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Jean Schwafel,  
Bob Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Bonnie 
Haifley, Monica Magallanes, Tomi Adams,  
Paul Deysenroth, Elaine Deysenroth, Clark 
Adams, Ken Mattson, Joyce Davison, Neal 
Hursh, Barbara Hook, Joe Maloof, Enrique 
P. Gonzales, Betty Johnson, Rodger Babnew, 
Harry Lyons, Danae Michael, Connie Wilt, 
Edna Dunn, Harlan Hankins, Wendy, Joyce 
Remillard, Marcia Allison, Christopher 
Allison. Pray for those who have died, 
remembering especially Mary Norman, 
Alejandro Daniel Ruiz Leon, Fred J. Phillips.

We Welcome You

A warm welcome to all and, if you are a 
visitor, we encourage you to make your-

self known to your fellow worshippers and 
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to 
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in 
the offering basket. We would love to hear 
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish 
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Guest Celebrant & Preacher
We extend a warm welcome to The Rev. Ja-

net Wheelock, our guest Preacher and Cel-
ebrant this morning.

Loving Our Neighbors
July is ‘Clean Water Month”: Clean Wa-
ter is not available to 1 in 4 people around the 
world. Water-borne diseases take the lives 
of thousands of children every day.  How can 
we make a difference for good? St. Francis 
can pool our donations to build a Clean Wa-
ter Well in a rural village and bring clean wa-
ter to people who are without it. Episcopal 
Relief and Development drills wells around 
the world and the cost is only $5,000. You are 
invited to take part.

A check made out to St. Francis with “Clean 
Water” in the memo line can be placed in 
the offering baskets, given at the table in the 
Parish Hall or dropped off at the Parish office 
during the week. 
Thank You to everyone who has donated 

to the Clean Water Well Project. We are half 
way to raising the $5,000 needed to drill a 
well!
Food Banks: Please keep up the good work 
of donating food to the food bank. Canned 
meats and peanut butter are appreciated. 
However, any non-perishable food is also ac-
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J. Michael Case, Organist

Sophia Witte, Handbell Ensemble Director
Matthew Harby, Lead Sexton

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group 

meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would 
like to know more about the group and how 
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at 
s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for May, June, 

and July 2026, are now available in the Par-
ish Office, Narthex, and Parish Hall.

Music & Liturgy Notes
Organists are always carrying on about J.S. 

Bach, I’ve heard it said many times: why is 
that? Well, it’s like this: J.S. (Johann Sebas-
tian) Bach was not only the greatest com-
poser of the Baroque era, but very likely the 
greatest composer, period, and even, per-
haps, the greatest creative genius ever to 
have walked the planet. And, organists will 
proudly tell you, he wrote some of his best 
stuff for our instrument.

(For some, Mozart is the greatest, and who 
knows what he might have accomplished had 
he lived as long as Bach. Fact is, both Mozart 
and Beethoven carefully studied the music of 
J.S. Bach and were, no doubt, better off for 
having done so.)

My early experiences with Bach—and 
the experiences of my friends in those days 
who were also students of the organ—were 
transforming. Bach set a standard for us 
even before we had any idea of what a musi-
cal standard was. (By the way, this is not my 
Bach ghost story; y’all aren’t ready for that 
yet.) My experience with the music of Bach 
was wide-ranging; from Bach the composer 

of sacred music—in Lutheran circles (Bach 
was a devout Lutheran) he is looked upon as 
‘the Fifth Evangelist’—to the ‘secular Bach,’ 
author of such works as the Fifth Branden-
burg Concerto (look it up: you’ll love it).

This morning we will hear a piece that was 
for many decades attributed to Bach, the very 
beautiful Aria from an opera by a contempo-
rary of Bach, Gottfried Heinrich Stözel (see 
the Organ Prelude) transcribed by Bach for 
his wife in a music notebook as Bist du bei 
mir, and, as Organ Postlude, Bach’s own riff 
on our Gradual Hymn, If thou but trust in 
God to guide thee.  Happy Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost (only 16 more to go, not counting 
All Saints Day). Gerald


