The Rector Search Committee Update

I would like to provide a status update on our search to call a new rector. In my last update |
announced that we were moving from the stage of Building a Profile to the Receiving Names
stage. Since that time there has been very little activity in the way of movement in receiving
candidates, but there has been a ton activity around the process.

At the national level, the Episcopal Church has transitioned to the new database system
“Vocation Hub”. This happened just as our search was going live. The system is up and
running and we have transferred over to the new database.

The Diocesan office of Transition Ministry was previously led by Rev. Canon Anita Brandon who
has since left the Dioceses to accept a position at the office of the Presiding Bishop. Her
replacement is Rev. Canon Robert Phillips, the newly appointed Interim Deployment Officer.
Canon Phillips recently retired to the Phoenix area following his service at the Episcopal
Diocese of Washington (DC).

Canon Phillips recently visited St. Francis to not only introduce himself to the committee, but
also have discussions about the entirety of our search process. We came away feeling very
good about where we stand in the process and have made a few adjustments to our posting on
the Vocation Hub jobs board as an outcome.

In our diocese we have one congregation in the Preliminary Stage, one in the Building a
Portfolio Stage, eight in the Receiving Names Stage, and no parishes in the Discernment or
Final Stages. So if you are doing the math; we have 10 congregations searching for a priest.
A google search will show you that there are 500 - 600 Episcopal Church congregations in the
U.S. seeking priests.

In addition to the Vocation Hub job’s board, we also have an active ad on the Episcopal News
Service’s Job’s Board. At this point, we have received interest from two candidates. One
candidate was determined to not be a good fit and the second is being evaluated. Our postings
remain open and we are praying for more candidates to show interest.

If you would like to discuss this or have input, please contact the church office to be put in
contact with a member of the committee



