
Organ Prelude J.S. Bach, 1685-1750
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645

OPening Hymn 61
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us

THe ligHTing Of THe firsT advenT Candle

 Leader: The Savior of the World draws near.
 People: Come, let us adore him.
 Leader: The Lord is our faith and life.
 People: May his love shine in our hearts.
   The first candle of Advent is lighted
 Together:  O God, guide our feet as we ascend 
your holy mountain and enter your gates for 
worship. Refresh us with Isaiah’s promise that 
“nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” Open 
our eyes and awaken our spirits as you come to 
us this season, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
OPening senTenCes  Prayer Book 355
 Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and  
    Holy Spirit.
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now  
   and for ever. Amen
 Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
TrisagiOn

 Celebrant: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy  
  Immortal One.
 People: Have mercy upon us.

THe COlleCT Of THe day

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness, and put on the armor of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life im-
mortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

THe WOrd Of gOd

THe firsT reading

In our First Reading the Prophet Isaiah sets forth a 
majestic vision of a time when people throughout the 
world will worship the Lord and live in peace with 
one another. A Reading from the Book of the Proph-
et Isaiah (1:1-5). 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concern-
ing Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established 
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream 
to it.

Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall 
judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
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many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 
of the Lord! 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord.
 People: Thanks be to God.

THe Psalm (122)
 (Please respond following the asterisk.)
1  I was glad when they said to me, * “Let us go  
 to the house of the Lord.”
2  Now our feet are standing *
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3  Jerusalem is built as a city *
 that is at unity with itself;
4  To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the   
 Lord, * the assembly of Israel, to praise the   
 Name of the Lord.
5  For there are the thrones of judgment, *
 the thrones of the house of David.
6  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
 “May they prosper who love you.
7  Peace be within your walls *
 and quietness within your towers.
8  For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
 I pray for your prosperity.
9  Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
 I will seek to do you good.”
THe seCOnd reading

In our Second Reading Paul urges a way of life in 
full awareness of the nearness of salvation. A Read-
ing from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (13:11-
14).

You know what time it is, how it is now the mo-
ment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
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armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauch-
ery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jeal-
ousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its de-
sires. 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord.
 People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn 53
Once he came in blessing

The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus   
  Christ according to Matthew.
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day 
and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah en-
tered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will 
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
   The Gospel of the Lord.
 People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THe sermOn      The Rev. Canon Colville Smythe 
Please stand as you are able
THe niCene Creed  Prayer Book 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Al-
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mighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Vir-
gin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his king-
dom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.

THe Prayers Of THe PeOPle 
Lector:  As we enter the Advent Season, and a 
new Church Year, we reflect on mysteries and the 
Last Things. Grant us in our contemplation, Gra-
cious God, so to fix our minds on the truth which 
endures that we may be made ready for the labors 
of this present time: 
People: Give us grace to put on the armor   
  of light.

Lector: Establish your House on the highest 
mountain, O Lord; that we may offer true wor-
ship, and receive sound instruction:  
People: Teach us your ways, that we may   
  walk in right paths.       

Lector: Inscribe on our hearts the duties of 
love, quicken us in caring for our neighbor, and 
keep us spiritually alert to fulfill all the law and 
commandments:
People: For salvation is nearer than when   
  we first believed.              
Lector: Be with your flock, lay and ordained, 
striving for the well-being of your Church. Move 
in the might of your Spirit to increase our under-
standing and confirm us in the good, that we may 
perceive your righteousness in our midst: 
People: O house of Jacob, let us walk in   
  the light of the Lord!            

Lector: Visit us as we gather in worship this 
day, firing imagination, quickening conscience, 
and deepening trust:  
People: The one who loves has fulfilled the   
  law.   

Lector: Arbitrate for many peoples and judge 
between the nations, leading us to beat our swords 
into plowshares, and our spears into pruning 
hooks: 
People:  Nation shall not lift sword against   
  nation, neither shall they learn war  
  any more.   

Lector: Let the balm of your presence fall on 
those who are sick and for whom our prayers are 
now offered (the people may offer their petitions), 
and on those who are downcast or in any need or 
trouble:  
People: May peace be within our walls,   
  and quietness within our towers.  

Lector: As in the days of Noah, we eat and 
drink, work and marry. Save us from complacen-
cy, spur us to right conduct, and strengthen our 
faith, that we may be found always in your ser-
vice:
People:  For the Son of Man is coming at   
  an unexpected hour.   



COnfessiOn Of sin and absOluTiOn 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God 
and our neighbor. (The People may stand or kneel.)
People: Most merciful God, we confess that 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
 The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands   
 and says
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive 
you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People: Amen. 
THe PeaCe 
 All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:   And also with you. 
annOunCemenTs

THe OfferTOry                David Thorne, b. 1950 
Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes, the 
Savior promised long: let every heart prepare a 
throne, and every voice a song. He comes, the 
prisoners to release in Satan’s bondage held; the 
gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters 
yield. He comes, the broken heart to bind, the 
wounded soul to cure; and with the treasures of 
his grace enrich the humble poor. Our glad ho-
sannas, Prince of Peace, thy welcome shall pro-
claim; and heaven’s eternal arches ring with thy 
beloved Name. Amen.

THe OfferTOry senTenCe

All things come of thee, O Lord,
        and of thine own have we given thee. 

THe greaT THanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our   
  God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and   
  praise.
Celebrant: Covenant God…
  …as we join their unending hymn. 
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow-
er and might. Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest. (The People may stand or kneel.)
Celebrant: Peacemaking God…
  …in remembrance of me.”
  Great is the mystery of faith.
People: Christ has died; Christ is risen;   
  Christ  will come again.
Celebrant: God of prophets and promises…
  …one God, Father, Son, and Holy   
  Spirit.
People: amen.

THe lOrd’s Prayer  Prayer Book 364
aT THe breaking Of THe bread 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

COmmuniOn Of THe PeOPle 
On Receiving Communion: Our Communion 
Table is open to all baptized Christians. You may 
stand or kneel at the rail to receive the Sacra-
ment. (If you would like a gluten-free wafer, 
please let one of the clergy know.) If you do not 
wish to receive Communion you are invited to 
come forward for a blessing, indicated by cross-
ing your arms over your chest. Members of the 
Daughters of the King will be at the Chapel rail 
at both services to administer prayers for healing 
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and thanksgiving. Please go to the Chapel rail 
after your Communion.

Prayer fOr THe sending fOrTH Of euCHarisTiC 
minisTers (to be said by all)

In the name of this congregation we send 
you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those 
to whom you go may share with us in the 
Communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We, who are many, are one body, because 
we all share one bread, one cup.

POsT-COmmuniOn Prayer

Celebrant: Let us Pray.
People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you 
have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacra-
ment of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THe blessing

ClOsing Hymn 65
Prepare the way, O Zion

THe dismissal

Organ POsTlude                Gerald Near, b. 1942    
   Sleepers, wake!

   3 
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annOunCemenTs

1 December 2019
TOday

deCember 1 – advenT i
 8:00a  Holy Eucharist
 9:00a  Coffee Hour
 10:00a  Holy Eucharist
 11:00a  Coffee Hour

THis Week
mOnday, deCember 2
 8:30a Morning Prayer – Chapel
 9:00a Fr. Colville’s Advent Class 
  – Conference Room
 10:30a ESL – Classroom
 1:30p Grief Support – St. Francis Room
Tuesday, deCember 3
 9:00a Staff Meeting – Library
 10:30a Vestry Officers – Rector’s Office
 1:00p Stephen Ministry – St. Francis Room,   
  Library, Conference Rm, Vulliamy Rm
Wednesday, deCember 4
 9:00a Holy Eucharist – Chapel
 3:00p Christmas Card Party – Parish Hall
THursday, deCember 5
 9:00a Finance Committee – Conference Rm
 10:00a Women’s Group – St. Francis Room
 10:15a Centering Prayer – Chapel, Conf Rm
 2:00p Parish Choir – Loft
 2:30p Home Tour Committee – Vulliamy Rm
friday, deCember 6
 8:00a Bulletins – Library
 1:00p DOK Training – St. Francis Room
saTurday, deCember 7

No Parish events scheduled
nexT sunday

deCember 8 – advenT ii
 8:00a Holy Eucharist
 9:00a Coffee Hour
 10:00a Holy Eucharist
 11:00a Coffee Hour

THis Week and beyOnd

•mOrning Prayer – Please nOTe: For the 
month of December (only) Morning Prayer will 
be prayed on Mondays at 8:30 am – rather than 
9 am – in order to accomodate those who would 
like to attend Fr. Colville’s 9 o’clock class on the 
Book of Ruth. As always the service will be held 
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in the Chapel. It’s a wonderful way to begin your 
day in prayer with others.
•THe TWenTy-THird annual COvenanT fund 
CHrisTmas Card ParTy – will be celebrated this 
year at 3 pm on Wednesday, December 4, in the 
Parish Hall (please note time change). 

We are delighted to report that our special 
guests on this occasion will be St. Francis in the 
Valley’s new Rector, The Rev. Dr. Warren Leibo-
vitch and his wife Annette. Fr. Warren will be on 
hand to meet you and to answer any questions 
you may have.

The scrumptious food will be served by the 
Hansen’s and their staff from Santa Cruz Cater-
ing in Amado, and our friend Angel Perez will 
play beautiful holiday music. This is one of many 
special missions at St. Francis where we look out 
for one another. Here is how it works: instead of 
purchasing and mailing Christmas cards to all 
your friends at St. Francis, get one card and sign 
it and bring it to the party. Your card will be used 
to decorate the Christmas tree in the Parish Hall 
for everyone to enjoy. Contribute the money you 
save on postage and cards to the Covenant Fund. 
The fund was created by Dorothy Baldwin, Barb 
Hook’s mother. It is used exclusively for St. Fran-
cis parishioners in need of financial assistance. 
There is no cost for your meal; just your generous 
donations for this special St. Francis mission.
Signup in the Parish Hall or call the Parish Of-

fice (625-1370) before November 27 so a correct 
head count can be given to our caterer.
•CHrisTmas sTars – Please remember: gifts must 
be turned in to the Parish Office by December 
11.
•CHrisTmas deCOraTiOns – It’s time to think of 
Christmas decorations for the Chancel and Nave 
of the Church. If you would like to help us fur-
ther beautify our already beautiful interior, let us 
know by filling out the form included in today’s 

Bulletin and attach a check for your $30 dona-
tion. Please print legibly and return the form to 
the Parish Office, either in person or by mail. 
Please do not place forms in the Offering Bas-
kets. 
•ruTH in advenT – Here comes a delightful Ad-
vent Bible study to prepare you for Christmas!  
It’s an intimate story with cosmic consequences.  
The Book of Ruth is short (just four chapters) 
and sweet (happy ending), but it packs plenty of 
punch in those four chapters! Naomi and Ruth 
face life-threatening adversity and navigate risky 
relationships. We will have fun looking at the text 
to see how love conquers all!
December 2 Perils of family life! 
December 9 Women without men 
December 16 Survival? Seduction?
December 23 Bridge to the future

Four Mondays in December, 9 to 10:30 am in 
the Conference Room. Invite a friend!
Fr. Colville  
•Taxes!  Taxes!  Taxes!  – If you have a yearly 
income tax liability with the Arizona Department 
of Revenue, you can make a significant gift to the 
Imago Dei Middle School, a member school of 
the Arizona Episcopal Schools Foundation and a 
partner with St. Francis for the past eight years. 
And it won’t cost you a dime! You get the tax cred-
it and the students (scholars) get an exceptional 
education that prepares them for a bright future.  
Over forty members of St. Francis are already do-
ing just this. Won’t you join them? A brief infor-
mational meeting will be held between services 
the first, second and third Sundays in December 
in the Conference Room next to the Parish Hall.  
Meanwhile, call Wayne North at 715-205-8374 
if you have questions or would like further infor-
mation.  Barbara Hook will also be available these 
same three Sundays in the Conference Room to 
present other options for your tax credit.
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•annual ParisH meeTing – What do we wait 
for all year? Why, the Annual Parish Meeting of 
course! How can football compete with the An-
nual Report? What could be more exhilarating 
than parish finances?

But seriously folks, it’s important once a year to 
tend to the business of the Church, and yOu are 
the Church. So don’t plan anything for Sunday, 
January 19, 2020, from 11 am until (roughly) 
Noon, that looks at all interesting because, we 
will entertain you!
•8 am usHers needed – We are currently need-
ing 2-3 early worshipers to step up and become 
part of our active group of ushers. This is not a 
difficult ministry to participate in, but very re-
warding and necessary. Serve only once every 4-5 
weeks. Please give this your prayerful consider-
ation. Contact Ken Adams at  keninswaz@gmail.
com.
•OffiCe vOlunTeer needed – We are in need of 
a volunteer for a 2-hour shift in the Parish Office 
on Wednesdays. It can either be an 8 -10 am or 
Noon -2 pm shift. Anyone wishing to step up for 
this ministry should contact Cheryl Mendoza at 
mendozaoldies@hotmail.com.
•Handbells anyOne? – We will be starting a 
handbell ensemble at St. Francis. Rehearsals will 
be once a week beginning in January and will take 
place in the Choir Loft, day and time to be de-
termined. A background in music is helpful, but 
not necessary. Any questions, call Sophia Witte 
at 520-509-5037, or e-mail her at smw_witte@
yahoo.com.
•sPiriTual direCTiOn – We are fortunate to have 
professional individual Spiritual Direction avail-
able to us at St. Francis. For an appointment 
please call Charlotte Neyland at 720-289-2750.
•seekers disCussiOn grOuP – On Thursday, De-
cember 5, the Group will finish discussing In the 

Beginning. The Group will not meet for the rest 
of December. See the December Parish Newslet-
ter for details of the next project.
•Prayer CHain – For Prayer Chain requests con-
tact Jim Ratley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, at 
jnjrats@gmail.com. 
•HOme COmmuniOn – If you or someone you 
know would like to have a home visit or the Sacra-
ment brought to you at home, please let Deacon 
Becky Williamson know by calling her at 480-
204-0022 (or via email at 1beckyw@cox.net). We 
are happy to bring the Sacrament to those who 
are ill or to anyone unable to attend services.
•need a ride TO a ParisH evenT? – Our Men’s 
Group offers rides to those in need of transporta-
tion to Parish events. If you are unable to provide 
your own transport and would like to schedule a 
lift, call the Parish Office, 625-1370.

Prayer requesTs

•THe diOCese Of arizOna – St. Luke’s, Prescott
•sT. franCis minisTries – Stephen Ministry
•Pray fOr THOse suffering in mind, bOdy and 
sPiriT: Jan Travis, Libby Moore, Kathi Grier, 
Nathan Reddall, Joan Sciortino, Julie Ratley
•fOr all THOse serving in Harm’s Way:  Mike 
Davis, Matthew Day, Issac Noone, Chase 
Helgeson,  Jackson Vaughn

We extend a warm welcome to our guests 
and visitors and we are delighted to 

have you worship with us. Our Communion 
Table is open to all baptized Christians. Please 
join us for refreshments in the Parish Hall af-
ter the service, and please complete the Visi-
tor’s Card found in the pew racks and place it 
in an Offering Basket or hand it to an Usher 
or Greeter after the service.
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Our mission is to live as Christ’s heart and hands in the world.
ParTiCiPanTs aT 8 O’ClOCk

Preacher: The Rev. Canon Colville Smythe
Celebrant: The Rev. Canon Colville Smythe

Deacon: The Rev. Becky Williamson
Lector: Carol Vleck

Prayers of the People: Bill Wells
Acolyte: Wayne North

Ushers: Linda & Dick Kosnick
Greeters: Joyce Remillard, Susan Davis

Organist: Michael Case
Sound Technician: Arnie Berglund

THe vesTry

Wayne North, Senior Warden; Julie Reppenhagen, Junior Warden;
Mary Beth Bates, David Dunn, Sandy Eckstein, Larry Howell, Orji Isiogu, 

Jenica Hisko, Sandy Russell, Helen Mullaly, Cheryl Tardy-Albin; 
ex officio: Bobbi Tucker, Clerk; Erik Ringkjob, Treasurer.

ParTiCiPanTs aT 10 O’ClOCk

Preacher: The Rev. Canon Colville Smythe
Celebrant: The Rev. Canon Colville Smythe

Deacon: The Rev. Becky Williamson
Lector: Larry Howell

Prayers of the People: Sylvia Smythe
Crucifer: David Dunn

Acolyte: Leslie Bindschadler
Ushers: Cheryl Tardy-Albin, Sandy Russell

Greeters: Roger & Penny Williams,
Kathy Helgeson

Organist: Michael Case
Sound Technician: Neal Hursh


