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Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 717

1. My country, ’tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty,

of thee I sing;
land where my fathers died,
land of the pilgrim’s pride,
from every mountainside

let freedom ring.

2. My native country, thee,
land of the noble free,

thy name I love;
I love thy rocks and rills,

thy woods and templed hills;
my heart with rapture thrills

like that above.

3. Let music swell the breeze,
and ring from all the trees

sweet freedom’s song;
let mortal tongues awake,

let all that breathe partake,
let rocks their silence break,

the sound prolong.

4. Our fathers’ God, to thee,
author of liberty,
to thee we sing;

long may our land be bright
with freedom’s holy light;
protect us by thy might,

great God, our King.

The Opening Sentence
	 Celebrant  	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People 		  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
				    Amen.
	 Celebrant		 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
				    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
				    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
				    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
				    through Christ our Lord.
	 People		  Amen.
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Gloria in excelsis Deo
	 Glory to God in the highest,
      	   and peace to his people on earth.
    	 Lord God, heavenly King,
   	 almighty God and Father,
      	   we worship you, we give you thanks,
      	   we praise you for your glory.
    	 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
    	 Lord God, Lamb of God,
    	 you take away the sin of the world:
      	   have mercy on us;
    	 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
      	   receive our prayer.
    	 For you alone are the Holy One,
    	 you alone are the Lord,
    	 you alone are the Most High,
      	   Jesus Christ,
      	   with the Holy Spirit,
      	   in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	 Celebrant		 The Lord be with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
	 Celebrant		 Let us pray.
The Collect of the Day

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to 
serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for 

justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance 
with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Hebrew Bible 
	 A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel (22:1-4).

David spoke to the Lord the words of this song on the day when the Lord delivered 
him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He said: The Lord is 
my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my 
shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you 
save me from violence. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies. 		
			   Reader  The Word of the Lord.

				    People   Thanks be to God.



3

20		 Our soul waits for the Lord; *
		  he is our help and our shield.

21		 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him *
		  for in his holy Name we put our trust.

22		 Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be 	
		  upon us * as we have put our trust in 	
		  you.

The Psalm (33:20-22)  Please respond at the half-verse

Gradual Hymn 719
1. O beautiful for spacious skies,

for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties

above the fruited plain!
America! America!

God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood

from sea to shining sea.

2. O beautiful for heroes proved
in liberating strife,

who more than self their country loved,
and mercy more than life!

America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,

confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law.

3. O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years

thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears!

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee,

and crown thy good with brotherhood

The Gospel (Please stand if you are able)
			   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
			   according to Matthew (5:1-10).
		  People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”		
		  Reader The Gospel of the Lord.

			   People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Reflection  The Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch
The Prayers  The People may stand, sit, or kneel
 		  Deacon or other leader

Almighty God, giver of all good things:
We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land.
They restore us, though we often destroy them.
Heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They
make us rich, though we often exploit them.
Forgive us.
We thank you for the men and women who have made this
country strong. They are models for us, though we often fall
short of them.
Inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in
this land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we
have often hidden from its light.
Enlighten us.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich
variety. It sustains our life, though we have been faithless
again and again.
Renew us.
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful
hearts the men and women of our country who in the day of
decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant
that we may not rest until all the people of this land share the
benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This
we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
				    All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
				    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People		  And also with you.
At the Presentation
	 Priest		 All things come of thee, O Lord,
	 People	 And of thine own have we given thee.
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At the Great Thanksgiving
	 Celebrant  	The Lord be with you.
    	 People    		  And also with you.
    	 Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts.
    	 People     		  We lift them to the Lord.
    	 Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    	 People     		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
	 Celebrant		 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
    	 where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
    	 heaven and earth.
    	 For in the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us
	 with a great cloud of witnesses, that we might rejoice in their
	 fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is set before
	 us; and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that
	 never fades away.
    	 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 		
	 the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 		
	 Name:
    Celebrant and People
    	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
    	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
      	    Hosanna in the highest.
    	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
      	    Hosanna in the highest.
    The people stand, sit, or kneel.
    Then the Celebrant continues
    	 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
    	 for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
    	 subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
    	 Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
    	 nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
    	 God and Father of all.
    	 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself
    	 in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
    	 world.
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    	 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
    	 Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
    	 to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
    	 eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
    	 remembrance of me.”
    	 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
    	 thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
    	 This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
    	 and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
    	 it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
    	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
    Celebrant and People
    	 Christ has died.
    	 Christ is risen.
    	 Christ will come again.
    The Celebrant continues
    	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
    	 this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
    	 resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
    	 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
    	 Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
    	 and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
    	 receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
    	 and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
    	 into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
    	 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
    	 with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
    	 and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
	 Celebrant 		 And now, as our Savior
				    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
	 Together		  Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
				    . . . for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
	 Celebrant		 [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
	 People		  Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
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The Communion of the People
	 Celebrant		 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
				    that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
				    with thanksgiving.
The Post-communion Prayer
	 Celebrant		  Let us pray.
	 Together		  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
				    you have graciously accepted us as living members
				    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
				    and you have fed us with spiritual food
				    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
				    Send us now into the world in peace,
				    and grant us strength and courage
				    to love and serve you
				    with gladness and singleness of heart;
				    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 579

1. Almighty Father, strong to save,
whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee

for those in peril on the sea.

2. O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain
o’er which our traffic runs amain
by mountain pass or valley low;
wherever, Lord, thy people go,

protect them by thy guarding hand
from every peril on the land.

3. O Spirit, whom the Father sent
to spread abroad the firmament;
O Wind of heaven, by thy might

save all who dare the eagle’s flight,
and keep them by thy watchful care

from every peril in the air.

4. O Trinity of love and power,
our people shield in danger’s hour;
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe’re they go;

thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad praise from space, air, land, and sea.

The Dismissal


