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We appreciate the silencing of all electronic devices and ask that, out of respect for those
who wish to pray quietly or listen to the music played on the organ, all conversation be held until
coffee hour following the service, to which all are cordially invited.

ORGAN PRELUDE John Ireland, 1879-1962
The Holy Boy
OPENING HYMN 100
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
let earth receive her King; nor thorns infest the ground;
let every heart prepare him room, he comes to make his blessings flow
and heaven and nature sing. far as the curse is found.
2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
let us our songs employ, while and makes the nations prove
fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, the glories of his righteousness,
repeat the sounding joy. and wonders of his love.

THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdon, now and for ever. Amen.

Together Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD)

Glory to God in the highest, have mercy on us;
and peace to his people on earth. you are seated at the right hand of the
Lord God, heavenly King, Father: receive our prayer.
almighty God and Father, For you alone are the Holy One,
we WOI‘Ship you, we give you thanks, you alone are the Lord,
we praise you for your glory. you alone are the Most High,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Jesus Christ,
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, with the Holy Spirit,
you take away the sin of the world: in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE SALUTATION
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
THE COLLECT
Imighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON (Please be seated)
A Lesson from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (61:10—62:3).

[ will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in
it to spring up, so the LORD GoD will cause righteousness and praise to spring
up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusa-
lem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and
her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and
all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth
of the LorD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorb,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM (147:13-21) Please respond after the asterisk.

13 Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem; * 20 He declares his word to Jacob, * his
praise your God, O Zion; statutes and his judgments to Israel.

14 For he has strengthened the bars of 21 He has not done so to any other nation;
your gates; * he has blessed your chil- * to them he has not revealed his judg-
dren within you. ments. Hallelujah!

15 He has established peace on your bor-
ders; * he satisfies you with the finest
wheat.

16 He sends out his command to the earth,
* and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?

19 He sends forth his word and melts
them; * he blows with his wind, and the
waters flow.

THE SECOND LESSON
A Lesson from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (3:23-25; 4:4-7).

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL HYMN 324

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
and with fear and trembling stand; spreads its vanguard on the way,
ponder nothing earthly-minded, as the Light of Light descendeth
for with blessing in his hand from the realms of endless day,
Christ our God to earth descendeth, that the powers of hell may vanish
our full homage to demand. as the darkness clears away.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, 4. At his feet the six-winged seraph;
as of old on earth he stood, cherubim with sleepless eye
Lord of lords in human vesture, veil their faces to the Presence,

in the Body and the Blood as with ceaseless voice they cry,
he will give to all the faithful “Alleluia, alleluia!
his own self for heavenly food. Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

THE GOSPEL (please stand, as you are able)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John (1:1-18).
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom [ said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because
he was before me.”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who
has made him known.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON: The Rev. Mike Kuebler

THE NICENE CREED

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
Wof all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowl-
edge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The people may stand, sit, or kneel

The Leader and People pray responsively
Leader God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise
to hear us when we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.

We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through
whom we learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care
for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and
our community, loving others as he loves us.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in
Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or
any other trouble. Give them courage and hope in their distress,
and bless those who minister to them.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Leader We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and
the rich heritage of these lands. Help us and people everywhere to share with
justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give wisdom to those in authority
among us and to all leaders of the nations.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for
all who serve Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people
for their work and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth and love,
that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and
we rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age,
praying that we may enter with them into the unending joy of your
heavenly kingdom.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Leader Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
Hear the prayers of your people.

Celebrant
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral
homelands we gather:

We pay our respects to the Pasqua Yaqui and Tohono O’odham,

as well as the diverse and vibrant Native communities who make

their home here today.

Together Almighty and everliving God, you are with us in every transition and
change. Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide the Search Committee, Vestry and
parish family to be of one heart and mind in our search for a new Rector who will be
your faithful servant and who will minister to your flock. By your light, O Lord, draw
us to those with vision and passion for St. Francis’ future. Guide them as they discern
your call. Raise up for us a faithful pastor and dynamic preacher of your gospel, who
will shepherd us as your flock. Strengthen our ministries and work with us in the
building of your kingdom. Amen.



THE CONFESSION OF SIN

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People together

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYER (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
Jsoving God, we thank you for the gift of life and for all the blessings you have
poured upon your servants celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, espe-
cially those standing before us today. As they begin another year, we pray that
you continue to guide, protect, and shower them with your grace. May this
new year be filled with love, joy, and peace, as they walk closer to you, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)

AT THE OFFERTORY Malcolm Archer, b. 1952
In the bleak mid-winter
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AT THE PRESENTATION
Celebrant Gracious God, accept these gifts,
and with them our lives, to be used in your service;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A; Expansive Language version)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again
in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand, sit, or kneel. The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
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Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now
and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Together  Our Father, who art in heaven...
...for ever and ever. Amen.

AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNuUs DEI, Hymnal S161
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world: grant us peace.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The
elements are offered at the Communion Rail and may be received either kneeling or
standing. Wine is received by intinction only. If you would like to receive a blessing
only, simply cross your arms over your chest. After receiving Communion, if you would
like personal prayers for yourself or others, members of the Order of the Daughters of
the King (DOK) will be available in the Chapel to pray with and for you.
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PRAYER FOR THE SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (TO BE SAID BY ALL)
In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and
blood. We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant Let us pray.
Together

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN 93
1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
ye, who sang creation’s story,
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with you is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

THE DISMISSAL
ORGAN POSTLUDE

3. Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar:
seek the great Desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

4. Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,

in his temple shall appear:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

].S. Bach, 1685-1750

From heaven above

We Welcome You

WARM WELCOME to all and, if you are a

visitor, we encourage you to make your-
self known to your fellow worshippers and
to our St. Francis clergy. Please take a mo-
ment to fill out a visitor card and hand it to
an usher or one of the clergy, or place it in
the offering basket. We would love to hear
from you; and plan to join us in the Parish
Hall following the service for a cup of coffee.

Rector Search Update

The Search Committee has been meeting
weekly (thank them when you see them) un-
der the able leadership of Tom Cadwalader,
and has almost finished the Parish Profile.
We have engaged a desk top publisher who
will illustrate and format the information to
make it an attractive and professional pam-
phlet. Our next step is to answer twelve ques-
tions, given to us by the Office of Transition
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Ministry of the Episcopal Church, detailing
various parts of our parish life and ministry.
We hope all this will be completed by early
January. The information is then sent to the
Diocese who in turn make it available to any
clergy looking for a position. Applicants will
respond to the Diocese, and those passing an
initial vetting by the Bishop will be forward-
ed to us for consideration and interview. Still
a long process ahead of us, so continue your
prayers. Gary LaBare, Senior Warden

Choral Evensong

The firsteventin our observance of the 60th
anniversary of St. Francis in the Valley Parish
will be Choral Evensong on Sunday, January
11,2026. Members of TRUE CONCORD VOICES
AND ORCHESTRA under the direction of Ger-
ald Near will sing the service at 5 pM. If you
would like to contribute to the cost of the
presentation, get in touch with the Director
of Music at gerald@stfrancisgvaz.org. Your
help will be greatly appreciated.

This Week at St. Francis
Monday, 10a Handbells, Loft
Wednesday, 9a Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Thursday, all day  Parish Offices Closed
Friday, 3p Praise Singers

From De3acon Mike

To all of the wonderful people of St. Fran-
cis, I want to say a heartfelt thank you for
helping make my Reception as a Deacon Ser-
vice a wonderful celebration. It was an early
Christmas present to be sure.

A special thank you to Bishop Jennifer for
taking time from her busy schedule to come
to St. Francis and receive me as a Deacon.
What a gift that was! And, to Father Dan, Fa-
ther Warren, Deacon Becky, Deacon Linda,
and Arch Deacon Amy for all of their help on

this part of my life’s journey. Thank you to
all the musicians, who sang songs that were
sung during my Ordination over 28 years ago
now, to those who served on the Altar, and to
all of the people who helped at the reception
after the Service.

And a special thanks to all of the Office Staff
for the extra effort my Reception took.

To Reverend Judy and all of my Bible Study
students, thank you for that beautiful stole. I
can’t wait to wear it when I serve on the Al-
tar.

I am deeply humbled to be your servant.
God Bless all of you. Deacanw Webe Ructler

Prison Ministry
XXX Rena Robbins

January/February Newsletter
Copy for the next issue (January/Febru-
ary, 2026) of the St. Francis Parish newslet-
ter (The Franciscan Staff) is now past due;
please send your copy—via email—to ger-
ald@stfrancisgvaz.org as soon as possible.

Confirmation/Reception Into the
Episcopal Church

Bishop Kirk Smith will be at St. Francis on
Sunday, January 18, for an area-wide Confir-
mation/Reception. If any of you wish to be
Confirmed or Received, please speak to Fr.
Dan. A period of preparation/instruction
will be arranged. Confirmation would be for
a baptized person who has not received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Reception is for
a person who has received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in another denomination.

Loving Our Neighbors
» SR. JOSE’'Ss WOMEN'’S SHELTER: The women
at the shelter need winter garments: long
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sleeve shirts, jeans, warm socks. For new
items, go to sisterjose.org/gift to view their
wish list which includes a list of items one
can donate as well as direct access to items
on their Amazon wish list.

» HUMAN INTEREST: Greeting Cards—The
members of Love Our Neighbors sent Christ-
mas and Hanukkah greeting cards to resi-
dents of the three levels of assisted living at
La Posada last week. Each card contained a
special message and signature with greet-
ings from our church. The three levels of
assisted living are: Joya, the social model of
assisted living; La Via, specialized memory
care program; and La Hacienda, a program
for those who need long term residential 24-
hour care. Some of the residents do not re-
ceive visitors and/or mail. We pray our new
gift of love will cheer up their holidays.

» SALVATION ARMY TEEMS: 40 gift cards con-
taining $50 each was donated for the Salva-
tion Army teens as well as $300. Thank you
St. Francis parishioners.

Lenten Speaker Program

Fr. Dan would like to gather a committee
of people who will help to plan the theme
and speakers for our 2026 Lenten Suppers.
Please send him your name or call the church
office if you are interested in helping shape
the program for 2026. You can email him at
dan@stfrancisgvaz.org.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November,
December 2025, and January 2026, are now
available in the Parish Office, Narthex, and
Parish Hall.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-
ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, jnjrats@
gmail.com.

Centering Prayer
The St. Francis Centering Prayer Group
meets off-campus via Zoom; if you would
like to know more about the group and how
to participate, contact Sophie Luffman at

s.luffman@icloud. com or 520-262-3876.

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers:
Kelly Davis, Delilah Wegrzyn, Tom Moorhead,
Jean Schwafel, Jim Ravenelle, Bob Hutson,
Haley Hutson, Jerry Lounsberry, Sue, Bon-
nie Haifley, Eva Jenkins, Isaac Garcia, Tomi
Adams, Stephen North, Connie Nord, Joe &
Kathleen Chidester, Mary Norman, Sandy
Tweedy, Greg Knowles, Paul Deysenroth,
Elaine Deysenroth, Clark Adams, Ken Matt-
son. Pray for those who have died, remem-

bering especially: Anne Charter.

St. Francis in the Valley

Episcopal Church

600 South La Cafiada Drive
Green Valley, Arizona 85614
520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org
www.facebook.com/stfrancisgvaz

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Reddall, Bishop
The Rev. Daniel J. Messier, Interim Rector
The Rev. Becky Williamson, Deacon
The Rev. Linda Hutson, Deacon
The Rev. Mike Kuebler, Deacon
Glenn Matto, Verger
Gerald Near, Director of Music,
Parish Communications
Deborah Harby, Parish Administrator,
Finance Officer
Megan McAllister, Junior Finance Officer
Gary LaBarre, Senior Warden
Mark Stril, Junior Warden
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