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Organ Prelude A Nativity Suite Wilbur Held, 1914-2015
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn 450

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!
Let angels prostrate fall;

bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown him Lord of all!

bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown him Lord of all!

2. Crown him, ye martyrs of our God,
who from his altar call:

praise him whose way of pain ye trod,
and crown him Lord of all!

praise him whose way of pain ye trod,
and crown him Lord of all!

3. Hail him, the Heir of David’s line,
whom David Lord did call,

the God incarnate, Man divine,
and crown him Lord of all!

the God incarnate, Man divine,
and crown him Lord of all!

4. Ye heirs of Israel’s chosen race,
ye ransomed of the fall,

hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all!

hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all!

5. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
the wormwood and the gall,

go, spread your trophies at his feet,
and crown him Lord of all!

go, spread your trophies at his feet,
and crown him Lord of all!

6. Let every kindred, every tribe,
on this terrestrial ball,

to him all majesty ascribe,
and crown him Lord of all!
to him all majesty ascribe,
and crown him Lord of all!
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The Opening Sentence
 Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
    Amen.
 Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
    through Christ our Lord.
 People  Amen.
Gloria in excelsis Deo
 Glory to God in the highest,
         and peace to his people on earth.
     Lord God, heavenly King,
    almighty God and Father,
         we worship you, we give you thanks,
         we praise you for your glory.
     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
     Lord God, Lamb of God,
     you take away the sin of the world:
         have mercy on us;
     you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
         receive our prayer.
     For you alone are the Holy One,
     you alone are the Lord,
     you alone are the Most High,
         Jesus Christ,
         with the Holy Spirit,
         in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
 People  And also with you.
 Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Collect

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the 
sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the 

Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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 1  O Lord our Governor, * how exalted is  
  your Name in all the world!

 2  Out of the mouths of infants and chil-  
  dren * your majesty is praised above   
  the heavens.

 3  You have set up a stronghold against   
  your adversaries, * to quell the enemy  
  and the avenger.

 4  When I consider your heavens, the   
  work of your fingers, * the moon and   
  the stars you have set in their courses,

 5  What is man that you should be mind- 
  ful of him? * the son of man that you   
  should seek him out?

 6  You have made him but little lower   
  than the angels; * you adorn him with  
  glory and honor;

 7  You give him mastery over the works of  
  your hands; * you put all things under  
  his feet:

 8  All sheep and oxen, * even the wild   
  beasts of the field,

 9  The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *
  and whatsoever walks in the paths of   
  the sea.

 10  O Lord our Governor, * how exalted is  
   your Name in all the world!

The First Lesson
 A Reading from The Book of Numbers (6:22-27).

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you 
shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.
   Reader  The Word of the Lord.
   People   Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (8) Please respond after the asterisk.

The Epistle
 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (2:5-11)
 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form  
 of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied  
 himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in   
 human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even   
 death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in   
 heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that   
 Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
    Reader  The Word of the Lord.
    People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
   according to John (1:1-14).
  People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to cir-
cumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb.

  Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon  The Very Rev. Dr. Warren Leibovitch

Gradual Hymn 435 stanzas 1-4
1. At the Name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,

every tongue confess him
King of glory now;

’tis the Father’s pleasure
we should call him Lord
who from the beginning

was the mighty Word.

2. Humbled for a season,
to receive a Name

from the lips of sinners,
unto whom he came,
faithfully he bore it
spotless to the last,

brought it back victorious,
when from death he passed;

3. bore it up triumphant,
with its human light,

through all ranks of creatures,
to the central height,

to the throne of Godhead,
to the Father’s breast;
filled it with the glory

of that perfect rest.

4. Name him, Christians, name him,
with love strong as death,

name with awe and wonder
and with bated breath;

he is God the Savior,
he is Christ the Lord,
ever to be worshiped,
trusted, and adored.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form IV)
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may
be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.
 Silence
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Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
Spirit, give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will
for them may be fulfilled, and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
 Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We acknowledge the native peoples of the land on which we stand:
We pay our respects to the Pascua Yaqui and Pima tribes for their care of this land.
 Silence
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
    All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
    The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People  And also with you.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Offertory

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2)
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Offertory Hymn 109
1. The first Nowell the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

3. And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;

to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest,
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,

and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

5. Then entered in those wise men three
full reverently upon their knee,

and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain

6. Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;

that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought. Refrain

At the Presentation
 Priest  All things come of thee, O Lord,
 People And of thine own have we given thee.
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At the Great Thanksgiving
 Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
     People      And also with you.
     Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.
     People       We lift them to the Lord.
     Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
     People       It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
     where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
     heaven and earth.
     Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty   
 power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his   
 mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to  
 become your children.
     Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
     Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
     sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
    Celebrant and People
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     heaven and earth are full of your glory.
          Hosanna in the highest.
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
          Hosanna in the highest.
    The people stand, sit, or kneel.
    Then the Celebrant continues
     Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
     for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
     subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
     Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
     nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
     God and Father of all.
     He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself
     in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
     world.
     On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
     Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
     to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
     eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
     remembrance of me.”
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     After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
     thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
     This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
     and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
     it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
     Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
    Celebrant and People
     Christ has died.
     Christ is risen.
     Christ will come again.
    The Celebrant continues
     We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
     this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
     resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
     Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
     Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
     and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
     receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
     and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
     into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
     All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and
     with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
     and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
 Celebrant   And now, as our Savior
    Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
 Together  Our Father, who art in heaven…
    …for ever and ever. Amen.
At the Breaking of the Bread
 Celebrant  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
 People  God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
 Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
    that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
    with thanksgiving.
The Communion of the People

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
elements are offered at one of two standing Communion Stations at the front of the 
church. To avoid crowding the center aisle during the distribution of the Sacrament, 
only one row at a time will move forward; please remember to follow Usher’s directions.
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Happy New Year!!
Fr. Warren, Deacon Becky, Deacon Linda, 

and all the staff at St. Francis wish you and 
your family a very Happy and Healthy New 
Year!

May 2023 be a year filled with much happi-
ness and blessings! Fr. Warren

Prayer for the Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors (to be said by all)
 In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that   
 those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and   
 blood.  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
The Post-communion Prayer
 Celebrant  Let us pray.
 Together  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
    you have graciously accepted us as living members
    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
    Send us now into the world in peace,
    and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 100 Stanzas 1, 2 & 4 (omit stanza 3)

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks,
hills and plains,

repeat the sounding joy.

The Dismissal
Organ Postlude From heaven above to earth I come J.S. Bach, 1685-1750

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.

At the Organ
Sophia Witte, our Handbell Ensemble di-

rector, is at the organ this morning.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Rat-

ley at 253-365-5093 or, via email, at jnjrats@
gmail.com.
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This Week at St. Francis
Wednesday, 9a Holy Eucharist,
 Chapel
Thursday, 2p Parish Choir, Loft

Care Teams
We are looking for a few parishioners will-

ing to prepare a meal for fellow parishioners 
who might have had recent surgery or an ill-
ness. Team members would be asked to fix 
and deliver a meal to the person in need. 
Usually this care would cover just a week or 
two, so you would be asked to cook once or 
twice at the most. If you feel that you could 
help with this important service, contact 
Tommy Reid (520-288-9393 or e-mail ctre-
id83@gmail.com).  

Messiah or Madman?
If Jesus returned today, would you recog-

nize him or her? Would you be open to a holy 
person; indeed God incarnate who is walk-
ing among us? Would you see a liar, a lunatic 
or the Lord?

Please join me in viewing 10, 45-minute 
episodes of the very interesting and con-
troversial Netflix series, “Messiah.” This is a 
modern-day fictional story of a Middle East-
ern man who shows up with miracles. Some 
believe he’s the second coming of Christ. 
Others question his mental status and think 
he’s a fake. 

We will watch Wednesdays at 10:30 am, 
followed by a 15-minute discussion, starting 
January 18, 2023, concluding on March 29. 
No class February 22, Ash Wednesday. Exact 
location TBD in the new year. I hope to see 
you there!
Fran Coleman, deacon candidate (Fcole-

man4444@gmail.com)

Hearts & Hands
Hearts & Hands is asking that you consider 

the sick folks, especially the children, at Casa 
de Misericordia in Nogales where Kathleen 
the nurse (who, by the way, is also a Verger) 
ministers to those waiting for asylum. We 
have given Kathleen a gift to purchase pre-
scription medications, but she is also asking 
for our help with these particular meds:

●Tylenol and Ibuprofen for ages 1 and 2
●Children’s decongestants and cough med-

icine
●Adult decongestants cough drops and loz-

enges
●hydrocortisone and Neosporin
Please being your offerings to the church 

on Sunday. There will be a basket for your 
gifts.

2023 Gratitude &
Giving Campaign

If you have not yet filled out your Estimate 
of Giving form, it can be completed online 
by going to the St. Francis in the Valley web-
site (stfrancisgvaz.org) where you will click 
on the “2023 Gratitude in Giving Campaign” 
button. This will take you directly to the cam-
paign information and the Estimate of Giving 
form which can be completed online or, if you 
choose, can be printed and manually filled 
out and mailed to the church or dropped in 
the collection basket. Please return ASAP 
as the budgeting process has begun. Please 
note: you can share your estimate anony-
mously, if you so choose.

Amazon Smile
If you purchase goods from Amazon.com 

(and who doesn’t?), a percentage of the price 
can be sent to your favorite charity (or church 
- hint, hint) as a donation. All you have to do 
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is sign up for Amazon Smile. Talk about easy 
money! Try it.

Forward Day by Day
Daily devotional booklets for November 

and December 2022 and January 2023 are 
now available in the Parish Office, Parish 
Hall and Narthex.

Saturday Eucharist
Our next Saturday afternoon celebration 

of the Holy Eucharist will be January 14 at 4 
pm. Join us!

Prayer Requests
Remembering those in need of our prayers: 

Paula Chamberlain, Kathy Ravine, Linda Rav-
enelle, Dennis Ballantine, Clyde Tardy, Kelly 
Davis, Sue Howell, Maks Borowicz, Gail, Ei-
leen Fanning, Tom Moorhead, Cheryl Tardy-
Albin, Shirley Underwood, Rita Beil,  Franck 
Brown, Carol Putnam, Roger Williams, Neil 
Helgath

Remembering those who have died: pray 
for thos who have died.


