
Christmas Eve 2022
Lessons & Carols

Organ Prelude	 A Maiden most gentle	 Andrew Gant, b. 1963
Lesson I	 The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown	 Isaiah 1:1-4a, 6-9

1. It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay

to hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled,

and still their heavenly music floats
o’er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o’er its Babel-sounds
the blessed angels sing.

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;

and warring humankind hears not
the tidings which they bring;

O hush the noise and cease your strife
and hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,

and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.



A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on 
all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.

Hymn 89 Please stand as you are able
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Lesson II	 The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary	 Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshad-
ow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!
For so when he did meet thee,

Spake mighty Gabriel,
And thus we greet thee.
Come weal, come woe,

Our hymn shall never vary.
Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary!

Ave, ave Maria!
To gladden priest and people,

The angelus shall ring
from every steeple,

To sound his Virgin birth,
Alleluia!

Ave, ave Maria!
Archangels chant Osanna,

And Holy, Holy, Holy,
Before the Infant born

of thee, thou lowly,
Aye-maiden child

of Joachim and Anna;
Archangels chant Osanna.

Italian Carol
arr. Charles Wood, 1866-1926

Lesson III	 St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus	 Matthew 1:18-23

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwill-
ing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when 
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 



1. O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary;
and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!

and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.

3. How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

Hymn 79 Please stand as you are able

Organ	 Divinum mysterium	 Wilbur Held, 1914-2015
Lesson IV	 The wise men are led by the star to Jesus	 Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him hom-
age.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet:
 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 





I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

In the bleak midwinter,
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,

Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,

Snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter,

long ago.

Our God, Heav’n cannot hold him,
Nor earth sustain:

Heav’n and earth shall flee away
When he comes to reign:
In the bleak midwinter,
A stable-place sufficed

The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim,
Worship night and day,

A breastful of milk,
And a manger full of hay,

Enough for Him, whom angels,
Fall down before,

The ox and ass and camel,
which adore.

What can I give Him, 
poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man,
I would do my part;

yet what I can I give Him
give my heart.

Harold Darke, 1888-1976
words by Christina Rossetti, 1830-1894

On Christmas night all Christians sing,
to hear the news the angels bring,

news of great joy, news of great mirth,
news of our merciful King’s birth.

Then why should we on earth be sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad;
when from our sin he set us free,

all for to gain our liberty.

All out of darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night:

“Glory to God in highest heavenb;
peace on earth and good will. Amen”
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Traditional English Carol
setting by Paul O. Manz, 1919-2009


